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PV Mirror es una publicación semanal. 
Certificados de licitud de título  y 
contenido en tramite.  Prohibida la 
reproducción total o parcial de su 
contenido, imágenes y/o fotografías sin 
previa autorización por escrito del editor.

The PVMIRROR wants your views 
and comments. Please send them 
by e-mail to: avineberg@yahoo.com

250 words max, full name, street or 
e-mail address and/or tel. number for 
verification purposes only. If you do 
not want your name published, we will 
respect your wishes. Letters & articles 
become the property of the PVMIRROR 
and may be edited and/or condensed 
for publication. The articles in this 
publication are provided for the purpose 
of entertainment and information only. 
The PV Mirror City Paper does not 
accept any responsibility or liability for 
the content of the articles on this site 
or reliance by any person on the site’s 
contents.  Any reliance placed on such 
information is therefore strictly at such 
person’s own risk.

To Advertisers & Contributors and those 
with public interest announcements, 
the deadline for publication is:

2:00 pm on 
Monday of the week 
prior to publication.

By Anna Reisman 

Online Team

If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never quite 
got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at the maps 
on this page, you will note that PV  (as the locals call it) is on the west coast of 
Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas - one of the largest bays in 
this country - which includes southern part of the state of Nayarit to the north 
and the northern part of Jalisco to the south. Thanks to its privileged location 
-sheltered by the Sierra Madre mountains- the Bay is well protected against 
the hurricanes spawned in the Pacific.  Hurricane Kenna did come close on 
October 25, 2002, but actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 
kms north of PV.  The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands, 
thus the similarities in the climate of the two destinations.

You are here, finally! 
We wish you a warm

TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the 
cost of long distance calls from your hotel 
room. Some establishments charge as much 
as U.S. $7.00 per minute!

CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones from 
the U.S. and Canada may be programmed for 
local use, through Telcel and IUSAcell, the local 
carriers. To dial cell to cell, use the prefix 322, 
then the seven digit number of the person you’re 
calling. Omit the prefix if dialling a land line.

LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 10%-15% 
of the bill at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys, 
taxis, waiters, maids, etc. depending on the 
service. Some businesses and offices close from 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later. 
In restaurants, it is considered poor manners 
to present the check before it is requested, so 
when you’re ready to leave, ask «La cuenta, por 
favor» and your bill will be delivered to you.

MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a 
higher rate of exchange than the exchange 
booths (caja de cambio), though not all offer 
exchange services to foreigners.  Better yet, 
if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds 
from your account back home. Try to avoid 
exchanging money at your hotel.  Traditionally, 
those offer the worst rates.

WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel 
is everything you ever dreamed of, you should 
experience at least a little of all that Vallarta 
has to offer - it is truly a condensed version of 
all that is Mexican and existed before «Planned 
Tourist Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos 
and Ixtapa, were developed. Millions have 
been spent to ensure that the original “small 
town” flavor is maintained downtown, in the 
Old Town and on the South Side.

DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a 
Mexican vacation must inevitably lead to an 
encounter with Moctezuma’s revenge is just 
that: false. For the 26th year in a row, Puerto 
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification 
of purity for human consumption. It is one of 
only two cities in Mexico that can boast of such 
accomplishment. True, the quality of the water 
tested at the purification plant varies greatly 
from what comes out of the tap at the other end. 
So do be careful. On the other hand, most large 
hotels have their own purification equipment 
and most restaurants use purified water. If you 
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified 
bottled water just about anywhere.

EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American 
tourists often fall in love with one of the many 
stray dogs and cats in Vallarta. Many would like to 
bring it back with them, but believe that the laws 
do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If you would 
like to bring a cat or a dog back home, call the 
local animal shelter for more info: 293-3690.

LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning 
would be to take one of the City Tours offered 
by the local tour agencies. Before boarding, 
make sure you have a map and take note of the 
places you want to return to. Then venture off 
the beaten path. Explore a little. Go farther than 
the tour bus takes you. And don’t worry - this is 
a safe place.

CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal 
currency in Mexico although Canadian and 
American dollars are widely accepted.

BUSES: A system of urban buses with 
different routes. Current fare is $8.00 Pesos 
per ticket and passengers must purchase 
a new ticket every time they board another 
bus. There are no “transfers”.

TAXIS: There are set rates within defined 
zones of the town. Do not enter a taxi without 
agreeing on the price with the driver FIRST. 
If you are staying in a hotel, you may want to 
check the rates usually posted in the lobby. 
Also, if you know which restaurant you want 
to go, do not let the driver change your mind. 
Many restaurateurs pay commissions to taxi 
drivers and you may end up paying more than 
you should, in a second-rate establishment! 
There are 2 kinds of taxi cabs: those at the 
airport and the maritime port are usually vans 
that can only be boarded there. They have 
pre-fixed rates per passenger. City cabs are 
yellow cars that charge by the ride, not by 
passenger. When you ask to go downtown, 
many drivers let you off at the beginning of 
the area, near Hidalgo Park. However, your 
fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so why 
walk 10 to 15 blocks to the main plaza, the 
Church or the flea market?  Pick up a free 
map, and insist on your full value from the 
driver! Note the number of your taxi in case 
of any problem, or if you forget something 
in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can 
help you check it out or lodge a complaint.

TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is 
on Central Time, as is the area of the State of 
Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the north to the 
Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La 
Cruz de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, 
Punta Mita, etc.  North of Lo De Marcos, 
Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. are on 
Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.

AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION:  325,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average 

of 300 sunny days per year. The temperature 
averages 28°C (82°F) and the rainy season 
extends from late June to early October.

FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great 
variety of animal species such as iguana, 
guacamaya, deer, raccoon, etc.

SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses 
two Marine National Parks - Los Arcos and the 
Marieta Islands - where diving is allowed under 
certain circumstances but fishing of any kind is 
prohibited. Every year, the Bay receives the visit 
of the humpback whales, dolphins and manta 
rays in the winter. During the summer, sea turtles, 
a protected species, arrive to its shores to lay 
their eggs.

ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly 
on tourism, construction and to a lesser degree, 
on agriculture, mainly tropical fruit such as 
mango, papaya, watermelon, pineapple, 
guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.

Index
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avineberg@yahoo.com

DEAR EDITOR:

DEAR EDITOR,

DEAR EDITOR,

DEAR EDITOR,

Continued on next page...

Our son and his family were visiting us in the Grand 
Venetian, they were staying at a different resort and 
just came to visit us for the evening.  They had a cab 
take them home about 10:30 p.m.  The next morning, 
they realized that they had left a bag with their 
children’s three iPads and some clothes in the back 
seat of the van.  The security at their resort was of no 
help to them, but the security at the Grand Venetian 
where we are staying were very helpful.  

They and my husband went over their security 
tapes and were able to identify which van it was that 
had picked them up.  The security then called the cab 
company and they were able to find the driver.  The cab 
company then called their driver, who was not on duty, 
but he had the bag at his house keeping it safe until he 
could return it to us.  The driver put it in a cab and had 
it delivered to the Grand Venetian where we were able 
to retrieve it with all the contents and give it back to our 
grandchildren before they flew home that day.

It is so nice to know that there are still good, honest 
people out there.  Our appreciation to the security staff 
at the Grand Venetian, we can’t thank you enough for 
your help and also to the cab driver who returned our 
belongings.

Thanks so much, 

S. Jones and family
Canada

After seven years at PV for one month, usually 
February, which we enjoyed very much, we have 
decided not to come back for many reasons.  After 
six years at the Gran Venetian, this year was far from 
pleasant.  With the opening of the tower 3000, and 
a heavy rate of rentals, the place is packed tight.  
People get by the pools, and even the beach for the 
palapas, by 07:15 to get chairs.

You cannot decide to have an activity in the 
morning and then go by the pool.  You will not get a 
chair.  If you do, you will be lying or sitting almost 
upon your neighbour.  There are even two rows deep 
of chairs around the main pool.

For personal reason we had to move from a two 
bedroom to a one-bedroom condo for next year but 
could not find anything we liked.  And the choices 
available were very few.  The demand for condos 
is greater than the offer in PV and Nuevo.  If you 
want to come here every year for the next few, you 

might find it impossible.  And, probably due to that 
shortage of availability, prices have gone up.

The recent encounters with policemen or women 
using their authority to extract with threats » 
money from tourists is not a major reason toward 
our decision not to come back, but it did have a 
certain influence. It seems that these blackmail 
events have been going on for a while but have 
increased this year.

PV and NV will have to do something about the 
situations I mentioned.  If not, the area might lose 
some of its attraction.  People will be forced to look 
for other areas; PV or NV are not the only places in 
the sun in the world.

Marc Couturier
Gatineau, Québec, Canada

My daughter and I attended a workshop at 
the Choco Museo at the foot of Calle Josefa 
Dominguez.  It began with Jorge giving us a very 
complete history of chocolate from early Mayan 
times to the present day worldwide cultivation of 
the cacao tree and the industry it supplies.  We were 
then turned over to Salma for a fascinating hands-
on lesson in chocolate making.  

My daughter has recently begun experimenting 
with homemade chocolate and soap making, which 
processes have a lot of steps in common.  She came 
away having learned many valuable tricks of the 
trade having had the opportunity to have her “why 
do you do that” questions answered.  The bonus is 
taking home a box of your own, personally hand-
crafted chocolates!

Gather a group of friends and attend one of these 
workshops together – it is a delicious experience.  

Bill Holmes

On Valentine’s Day this year we had an amazing 
experience at the 5th Annual “Open Your Heart 
Gala” put on by Corazon Fundación.  It is a home 
here in Puerta Vallarta for abused and abandoned 
children. This is their major fundraiser for the year.  
It was held at the beautiful outdoor setting at the 
Marriott Hotel in the Marina.  It was a sellout crowd. 

The evening began with all the children singing 
on stage.  Then girls who were turning 15 were 
presented with their Godparents (who volunteered) 
came out looking like beauty queens in their 
beautiful quinceñera dresses.  Truly an amazing 
experience that Melissa and Juan (who started this 
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DEAR EDITOR,

DEAR EDITOR,

DEAR EDITOR,

DEAR EDITOR,

In response to the older couple from Minnesota 
[Issue #484], I do not have a dog, yet most 
mornings in front of my casa there is usually a 
pile.  I smile, pick it up, and move on with a 
relaxing beautiful day. 

Over time I have seen less and less mess in 
front of the house.  Possibly because I have been 
able to set an example.  Might have been a better 
idea to extend an olive branch in lieu of going 
straight to the stick and creating an unnecessary 
confrontation. 

Thank you, 

Expat Scott

six years ago) don’t want them to miss in spite 
of their difficult circumstances.  They now 
have 54 boys and girls that are in their home!

The evening was well planned with a 
wonderful dinner, black jack tables, a cork 
pull, heads and tails game and a live and silent 
auction with fireworks and dancing under the 
stars.  The highlight of the evening was when 
one of the boys from Corazón got up to sing!  
He wowed us right out of our seats.  

Thank you to all of you who attended this 
Gala!  It was the best one ever.  Put it on your 
calendar for Valentine’s Day next year!

Trudy and Phil Bettiker

I wholeheartedly agree with your other 
readers who spoke out against the American 
“Patriot” who objected to humorous political 
comments in a column in the PV Mirror.

Anyone who supports Trump should not be 
here enjoying the wonderful culture and weather 
when, at the same time, they support the racist, 
xenophobic hateful speech and actions of 
Trump. Perhaps Trump supporters should winter 
in Russia where Trump and his supporters are 
cultivated and loved by the Putin regime.

Ex-Pat Wannabe

Editor’s Note: We have received numerous 
letters in support of Joe Harrington’s comments – 
and none in support of the “American Patriot”.  
We will not be publishing any more on this subject.

I love reading the stories in the PV Mirror 
about visitors to Puerto Vallarta who are 
wonderfully surprised at the integrity and 
honesty of so many locals who welcome us 
to their beautiful beach paradise.  It feels so 
good when we have a lost wallet, camera, etc. 
returned to us.  Good people here in PV.

Unfortunately, I must warn people to avoid 
using CIBanco ATM machines.  Earlier this 
month I used my Canadian bank card to 
withdraw 10,000 pesos at the CIBanco ATM 
downtown in Olas Atlas.

It had worked fine on a previous occasion.  
But this time the ATM went berserk, flashing 
and whirling like a Vegas slot machine and did 
not give me the pesos.  I immediately called the 
bank manager over and he tried for 30 minutes 
to fix the ATM without success.  He said the 
transaction had not been completed.

I went home, checked my Canadian bank 
account and the 10,000 pesos ($692.78) had been 
withdrawn from my account.

The CIBanco manager assured me the funds 
would be credited to my account within four 
business days.  Two weeks later and the money 
has not been credited to my bank account.  My 
Canadian bank has started an investigation.

I would just like to caution other visitors to be 
careful when using CIBanco ATM machines to 
withdraw a large sum of pesos.  The CIBanco 
staff here will be of no help to you if things go 
wrong with their ATM.

Jay Weiler

Unbelievable Musicians!  PV is blessed with 
so many talented musicians, but this year we 
have discovered the band Media Luna at Incanto 
Cabaret.  The two brother guitarists play that 
instrument like no one we have ever seen.  The 
lead tells the sweetest jokes during the show and 
is just adorable!  They have other members of the 
band who are equally talented and in each show 
they feature a guest performer.  Last time was a 
flamenco singer from Spain.  We have seen two 
of their shows and at each one they received a 5 
minute standing ovation.

Do not miss the opportunity to see these 
musicians.  They have 2 shows left on March 
5 and March 26 at 9:30 at Incanto.  You will be 
so glad if you go and see them.  You will leave 
the show without enough adjectives to describe 
them.  The man next to me kept saying wow over 
and over again.  We brought four friends who 
thanked us a dozen times for bringing them to 
see Media Luna.

Mary Fitzgerald
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Since, according to the Chinese zodiac, 2018 
is The Year of the Dog, which emphasizes 
dependability, loyalty and reunions with family 
and friends, a lovely Champagne Brunch will be 
held at Casa Kimberly on Wednesday, March 7 
at 11 a.m. to benefit the SPCA of PV.

Founded by a group of dedicated animal 
lovers, the SPCA de PV is a no-kill shelter that 
can house up to 130 animals at the same time.  
Supported by individual donations and fund 
raising events such as this, these volunteers 
rescue and find permanent homes for over 200 
animals each year.

The mission of SPCA de PV is to help fund 
and promote sterilization, adoption and health 
care efforts for companion animals in the Puerto 
Vallarta area, with the goal of eliminating the 
euthanasia of healthy and adoptable animals.

Tickets to “The Year of the Dog” Champagne 
Brunch fundraiser cost just $595 pesos.  Monies 
raised will support these various goals in ways 
that are most feasible within the community.  
This event is being entirely underwritten by 
Hacienda San Angel owner Janice Chatterton, 
so 100% percent of the proceeds will go to the 
SPCA de PV.

Seating is limited, and tickets will be sold on a 
first-come, first-served basis, so send an email to 
spcapv@gmail.com, or stop by the Olas Altas 
Farmers Market on Saturday to get your tickets 
today!

About the SPCA de PV
The mission of SPCA de PV is to help fund 

and promote sterilization, adoption and health 
care efforts for companion animals in the Puerto 
Vallarta area, with the goal of eliminating the 
euthanasia of healthy and adoptable animals. 
In January 2012 they opened a sanctuary on the 
outskirts of town. It is a no-kill shelter and can 
house up to 130 animals at once. The people at 
the shelter are devoted to the animal’s physical 
and emotional rehabilitation and everyone is 
invite to come out and interact with the animals. 
To see the animals available for adoption, visit 
the SPCA de PV Facebook page.

Here in Puerto Vallarta, we live in a 
multinational bubble, not realizing we 
are a microcosm for an interwoven set 
of relationships in the North American 
continent.  Democrats Abroad are holding 
their Third Annual Forum at ACT II’s 
Red Room on Monday, March 19th, 
2018 from 1 to 3 p.m. entitled North 
America: The Interdependent Continent.  
Speakers will include Thomas Bernes, 
a preeminent Canadian economist who 
has worked for over 40 years with 
international financial institutions, 
holding high positions at the International 
Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development and the Government of 
Canada.  He was appointed President of 
the Centre for International Governance 
Innovation - a Canadian-based think tank - 
in 2009 where he remains a Distinguished 
Fellow.  He will present his views on the 
changing conditions for trade between 
Mexico, the U.S. and Canada.

Dan Grippo, a Latin American history 
scholar and lecturer for the past 10 years 
in courses at the International Friendship 
Club and the Lake Chapala Society, will 
provide brief historical background and 
discuss contemporary immigration and 
labor issues between the three countries.

Finally, Bryant Palma, Investment 
Manager at the Grupo Financiero Monex, 
will discuss his views on the impact of the 
dollar standard and a proposal for a one-
world currency, the effect of the U.S. tax 
bill just enacted on its neighbors, and what 
challenges and opportunities lie ahead for 
Mexico in terms of its economy.

Tobe Jensen, Chair of Democrats 
Abroad, Costa Banderas, will moderate.

If you want to understand the broad 
implications of changes being made at the 
highest levels of the economy so that you 
can better manage your resources and be 
an effective voice for sensible diplomacy, 
this is a forum for you.
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You have only three more weeks to take the best tour in town. Rated 
by 98 reviewers out of 100 on Trip Advisor as “Excellent” or “Very 
Good” and running in Puerto Vallarta for the last 33 years, the IFC 
Home Tours will finish this season on 21st March.

Tickets are available online at www.toursforvallarta.com or on the 
day of the tour at its starting point – Sea Monkey Restaurant, located 
on Aquiles Serdan at the beach. Although the tours leave at 10:30 the 
tickets sell out and so it’s best to get there early. You can enjoy a coffee 
or a beautiful breakfast, watching the happenings on the Malecon and 
above the ocean. A fabulous way to start the day! 

The tours visit three or four homes that are tucked away in secluded 
corners of the city or along the coastline. Many of them have wonderful 
collections of art and all of them are architecturally interesting. All 
of the tours require walking on cobbled streets and climbing up and 
down stairs, so make sure your shoes, lungs and legs are in good 
shape. Docents accompany each bus to answer your questions about 
PV, the homes you visit and life in Mexico. You’ll be back by 1:30.

It’s an experience that all Trip Advisor reviewers love and you will 
too. So don’t miss out!
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The 7th Annual Riverfest music festival is here!  All proceeds donated to 
Pasitos De Luz charity for disabled children.

Come out to El Rio BBQ Bar - take the R04 Paso Ancho bus or taxi (or 
car shuttle service from the event parking lot about 1 km passed the event.) 

Take in vendor exhibition and sales (% of sales to Pasitos); plus 50/50, 
silent auctions Saturday and Sunday, hair cutting by Alexander A Salon on 
Saturday (with all proceeds to Pasitos); food and beverage from El Rio, 
Barcelona’s Tapas and Pasta Fresca (% of sales to Pasitos).

Check out this fantastic music line up of so many favourites! 
Friday (50 pesos donation at the gate) 
2 p.m. - Los Imposibles (TNT)
4 p.m. - Bob & Gilberto
Saturday: (100 pesos donation at the gate - gate opens 11:30 am) 
12 p.m. - Stolie
12:30 p.m. - Paul Fracassi
1:15 p.m. - The Jamaican Brothers
2 p.m. - Pasitos Kids — Announcements, etc.
2:30 p.m. - Cat Daddy 
3:30 p.m. - Soul Trip
4:30 p.m. - La Trez Cuartoz
5:30 p.m. - The Zippers
Sunday:  (50 pesos donation at the gate)
1 p.m. - Media Luna
2 p.m. - Mariachi Real America
3:30 p.m. - Los Bambinos

Check out The 7th Annual Riverfest event page at 
www.facebook.com/events/348878628960811/?active_tab=discussion

(S
ee

 lo
ca

tio
n 

nu
m

be
r o

n 
C

en
tr

al
 M

ap
)

20



9

Gregg Sutton

So don’t forget to put it on your calendar: 
Fridays, March 9th and 23rd from 6 to 10 p.m.

Get out your party hats, put on your dancing shoes and mark both 
dates on your calendar: Fridays, March 9th and 23rd, for the next South 
Side Shuffles of the year. 

The Shuffle, now in its eighth year, is put on every Friday in 
February by a group of twenty businesses centered on the 200 and 
300 blocks of Basilio Badillo, in the heart of the Romantic Zone. The 
party goes from six to ten pm, and is an event locals and visitors alike 
look forward to with great anticipation.

The participating businesses (art galleries, shops, restaurants, clubs 
and theaters) all serve complimentary beverages. Whether you want 
to meet our local artists, or do some serious shopping, or listen to some 
great music, or just walk around Vallarta’s favorite neighborhood 
soaking up the festive atmosphere, the Shuffle is a wonderful way to 
spend your Friday night.  

The majority of the participating businesses are located on the 
200 and 300 blocks of Basilio Badillo. But there are also some great 
places to stop on nearby Constitution Street. In fact, the organizers 
have made sure that this experience is a “compact” one. All twenty 
participants are located in a short two block stretch, so no matter how 
“happy” you get with all your complimentary drinks, you can still 
visit every location with ease.

The Shuffle has so much to offer. One of the main attractions is 
shopping. By chance, many of Vallarta’s finest shops and galleries 
are located on the principle block of the party. Fine art, jewelry and 
Mexican crafts of the very best quality can be found in abundance, 
not to mention some great food and fabulous entertainment.

All the businesses on this magical stretch of Basilio Badillo 
and Constitución streets have something special to offer.  For the 
opportunity to ogle, mingle, tipple and even purchase some really 
wonderful art, it is an event not to be missed.  The Southside Shuffle 
really is a must.  You’ll have a ton of fun.  
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Puerto Vallarta will host the 42nd edition of the Mexican Ocean Racing 
Circuit, MEXORC, from March 9-14 as part of the festivities taking place for 
its 100th Anniversary.  The destination is expecting to receive about 30 ocean-
type sailboats ranging from 37 to 70 feet in length for this edition, each with an 
average of 12 crew members.  Teams will be coming from Mexico, the U.S., 
Canada, Germany, Holland, France and various South American countries. 
The international regatta began in the 60’s and will begin this year’s competition 
with the “Centennial Puerto Vallarta 
Race” in celebration of Puerto 
Vallarta’s centennial.

“MEXORC is an international, 
world-class event that adds to the 
centennial celebrations taking place 
in Puerto Vallarta, but above all, it 
is an event that contributes to the 
efforts currently undertaken by the 
destination to attract tourists interested 
in the sports tourism segment,” said Javier Aranda Pedrero, General Director of 
the Puerto Vallarta Turismo Board.  “Puerto Vallarta is an ideal destination for 
the sports tourism market and it is important for us to show that our coast has 
everything needed to practice any sport.” 

For his part, Architect Ernesto Amtmann, President of MEXORC 2018’s 
Organizing Committee, announced that in addition to the crews, international 
associations representing other regattas and press will also be in attendance, as 
well as special guests who wish to observe and celebrate the maritime sports 
from up close, including catching a glimpse of dolphins and humpback whales.

The competitions will take place for 6 days on the Bay of Banderas.  Seven 
regattas will be completed in 4 classes.  The nautical headquarters will be the 
Marina Vallarta BVG which has a 500-slip marina surrounded by condos, and a 
boardwalk housing a variety of shops, galleries and restaurants.  The Marina area 
is also home to an 18-hole golf course, luxury accommodations and in the same 
area as the destination’s cruise port.

Puerto Vallarta’s Marina will have the support of the Vallarta Yacht Club, 
the Yacht Club of Acapulco, the Mexican Association of Oceanic Sailing and 
the Mexican Sailing Federation.  MEXORC is an international regatta with 
participants from the most important clubs and marinas from around the world. 
For more information on MEXorc, please contact Arvizu, Comunicación 
Corporativa at diego@arvizu.com.mx or enrique@arvizu.com.mx  

About the Puerto Vallarta Tourism Board
The Puerto Vallarta Tourism Board is responsible for promoting Puerto 

Vallarta as a tourist destination both in national and international markets. 
Located in the heart of Mexico’s Pacific coastline and framed by the rugged, 
tropical Sierra Madre Mountains to the east and facing Banderas Bay, Mexico’s 
largest natural bay and second largest on the American continent, Puerto 
Vallarta is easily accessible from the U.S. and Canada.  It enjoys a warm tropical 
climate year-round, with average daytime temperatures of 80 F and cooler 
evening temperatures in winter months. 

Located 4 miles from downtown Puerto Vallarta, Gustavo Diaz International 
airport receives over 4 million visitors annually.  The destination is home to over 
300,000 residents and offers an estimated 12,400 hotel rooms with over half in 
4-star-plus properties.  www.visitpuertovallarta.com
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Over 35 artists from across the Banderas Bay region are coming together 
to support the Puerto Vallarta’s Corazón de Niña children’s home in an 
“Artists for Orphans Garden Party” fundraiser on Sunday, March 11th, 
from 2 to 5 p.m. at La Hacienda De Carlota restaurant.

Their art on exhibit — paintings, watercolors, ceramics, sculpture, mixed 
media, and more — will be available for sale, with all of the proceeds 
supporting the home’s nearly 60 children, from toddlers to high-schoolers.  
The children and young adults will create their own interpretations of the 
artists’ creations.

Corazón de Niña children’s home opened in 2012 to offer a stable, 
nurturing environment for children from broken homes, dysfunctional 
families, and other unfortunate circumstances. 

Rather than housing the children in an institutional setting, Corazón de 
Niña provides a real home with house parents and separate residences for 
boys and girls.  Counseling, education and long-term support are provided 
to help the children grow into successful adults able to support themselves 
and make their own contributions to the community.

“We so appreciate the efforts by the artists to support us in giving our 
children opportunities to grow up in ways they most likely would not have,” 
says Melissa Canez, the home’s Director and co-founder.  “In turn, we invite 
everyone in the greater Puerto Vallarta area to come and support the artists at 
this wonderful event, while also supporting the children in our home.”

The Artists for Orphans Garden Party will feature live acoustic music 
by Piel Canela, renowned Mexican folk, flamenco, and gypsy guitarists.  

La Hacienda De Carlota will serve tapas and provide a no-host full bar. 
Tickets are 500 pesos and available by emailing Cecil Kerfont 

at kerfont@yahoo.ca or at these establishments:
- La Hacienda De Carlota restaurant, 388 Lázaro Cárdenas
- Cassandra Shaw Jewelry, 276 Basilio Badillo
- Lucy Cucu Cabaña, 295 Basilio Badillo
- Corazón de Niña Thrift Shop, Marina Las Palmas 1, 
   in front of Hotel Melia in Marina Vallarta
Anyone unable to attend but still interested in contributing or volunteering 

can do so by contacting the Corazón de Niña children’s home at kerfonte@
yahoo.ca or 322 224 9209.  Tours of the home are held weekly. 

For more information, please contact Cecil Kerfont 
at kerfontc@yahoo.ca or 556.907.6587.

Corazón de Niña Benefit Fundraiser, Sunday, March 11th
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Heather Wilson

Last night, eight long-time friends of Memo Barosso (The Pancake 
House) got together to share memories and shed some tears - but 
mainly to laugh, this man one of the smartest, most creative and 
funniest beings to have walked this planet.

Thank you, Roberto Castellon (Roberto’s) for giving us the 
private upstairs space and for sharing a few Memo stories of your 
own… recalling that they were two of the first restaurateurs on 
their fabulous Basilio Badillo block, which they dubbed “Calle de 
los Cafes” when others like the sadly now-defunct Pizza Joe’s, the 
Adobe and more joined in.  What an era that was on my favorite 
block in town!... And while the scene has changed somewhat, it is 
definitely no less appealing, as the South Side Shuffle proves most 
Friday nights, March 9 and 23 included.  www.robertospv.com  
Facebook: South Side Shuffle on Basilio Badillo

Ever played Loteria (Mexican Bingo)?  It’s fun!  And The Palm is 
hosting a Loteria game and party on Monday March 12 and 26 at 4 p.m. 
to support PAWS (PV Animal Welfare Society), recently founded by a 
handful of SPCA de PV volunteers who now choose to deal with the 
cause rather than the effect of unwanted and poorly cared for animals.

Monies garnered from the games played in February went to the 
Colina Spay and Neuter Clinic, the Isla Cuale spay and neuter clinic, 
and to presenting educational puppet shows, for example.  Bravo to 
all involved in effecting long-term grassroots change!  And if you 
concur with this approach, please mark your calendars now and join 
us!  pawspv@gmail.com

I had the good fortune to catch Branden and James at the Palm this 
week, their last on this tour unfortunately, because their approach is 
fresh and unusual and the synergy between them palpable.  A cello, a 
piano, two voices and one heart (they just married here a few weeks 
ago), made for a unique experience.  Oh, and did I mention how easy 
they are on the eyes?  www.thepalmcabaret.com

Every now and then (actually, quite frequently in Vallarta these 
days), we are treated to a show so professional it could sell out 
in most any world capital and not just here.  And I venture to say 
that The Vallarta Vocalista Ensemble’s “In Perfect Harmony: From 
Baroque to Broadway” is just that good. Sharon Baughman and her 
team enjoying a well-deserved standing ovation opening night, with 
“Bravo!” and “Wow!” echoing throughout the theater.  The show 
wraps this week so try not to miss it, performances Thursday night 
and Saturday and Sunday afternoon.  www.IncantoVallarta.com

The weather right now is ideal for comfortable long walks, so 
consider googling ‘hikes in puerto vallarta’ and similar because 
when I did so the other day, I saw many a great idea I’d never 
considered for seeing new things while staying or getting fit.  Now, 
full disclosure, in this instance I rarely practise what I preach.  But 
who knows?  Every day is a fresh start to do what it takes to feel 
good about ourselves and the world in general.  And that goal is 
always beautifully within reach here in Puerto Vallarta.

Once a journalist always a journalist. It turns out that learning 
about Vallarta’s many amazing aspects, being curious and sharing 
information, is just not something I can retire from!  So let’s have 
some fun and live a little!  journalistheatherwilson@gmail.com
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March 9th at Galeria Contempo

You are cordially invited to meet this talented Mexican artist on Friday, the 9th of March, 
at their opening reception at  GALERIA CONTEMPO from 6 to 10 p.m.

This airy two-story gallery is located at 252 Basilio Badillo on the South Side.
Phone: 223-1925  |  www.galeriacontempo.com

Guillermo Brockmann, better known to his friends as Pipo, was born in Mexico City 
and raised in Guadalajara.  The son of two very creative parents, a Mexican architect and 
an American painter, he grew up watching his mother paint and his father design homes.  
In Rhode Island, U.S., he received his BFA from the Rhode Island School of design and 
his MFA from Cranbrook Academy of Art.

Pipo’s paintings are usually done on wood using dabs and knives full of impasto color, 
brushstrokes and dribbles of loose paint…  He builds layer upon layer of information, 
developing and deleting, making bold choices and finally exposing his image.  

In the end, we see surfaces with the same energy authenticity and freshness that his 
sculptures command. Pipo works in a variety of media on a large non-restrictive scale 
and his style is deliberately abstract with a bold use of colour.

The theme varies from dogs, animals, trees, and the human figure.  Dogs that stretch 
themselves out across the canvases or look at you with their heads cocked as if reacting 
to your approach, “Huanacaxtle” trees spread their abundant branches, lush, heavy with 
foliage and flowers, cocky roosters crow, and a human face that looks back at you.

As for his “Dog Traits Series”, Pipo understands the special bond between humans and 
their four-legged best friend.  He knows how full his heart becomes when they look at 
you with unconditional love and in that moment, the world is perfect.  He has experienced 
the joy of nuzzling fur and the distinct smell each animal has.  He is compelled to capture 
on canvas everything that he loves about his friends and companions.

Horses are his passion; he owns a couple of them.  “There is more to a horse than just a 
“picture” of him; there is a mythology, a symbolism, an ancient connection we can trace, 
all of which expresses for us a deep aliveness when we see him.  An intimacy with sheer 
presence.  Horses are big energy; and that is what I paint.”

In 2017, Pipo Brockmann had a collective museum exhibition in the city of Guadalajara 
at the Ex Convento del Carmen, together with two other Vallartan artists.
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Tickets are available at www.IncantoVallarta.com with no online fees.  Box Office hours are 9 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. daily.  Casual dining is 
always available.  Happy Hour 2 to 6 p.m. daily.  Contact General Manager Gilberto Figueroa for group and special event bookings 

at Incantopv@gmail.com  Incanto is located at 109 Insurgentes (at the Rio Cuale).  Call 223-9756 for reservations.

Long recognized as the leading Patsy Cline tribute 
artist in North America, Amberley Beatty brings a 
whole new dimension to the country music legend 
in ‘Real Patsy’. In the early sixties, Patsy Cline 
took country music uptown, with songs like “I Fall 
To Pieces”,“Walking After Midnight” and Willie 
Nelson’s “Crazy”, successfully melding country, pop 
and blues. Beatty’s Patsy Cline is spot-on, capturing 
every nuance of every song. One night only, Mar. 3 
at 9:30 p.m.

Natalie Douglas, the acclaimed vocalist hailed as 
“a true force of nature” by The Times (UK), returns 
to Incanto beginning Mar. 3 at 7 p.m. with a series of 
tribute concerts featuring the music of Nina Simone, 
Linda Ronstadt, Sammy Davis Jr. and Barbra 
Streisand. Accompanied by her longtime Music 
Director, Mark Hartman, Natalie will dedicate two 
shows each to the legendary performers, celebrating 
their individual artistry, brilliance and achievements. 
Natalie is an eight-time MAC Award Winner and has 
appeared at Carnegie Hall, Birdland, and Lincoln 
Center among many others. And join Mark Hartman 
in the piano bar on Wed. Fri. Sat. Sun. at 10 p.m.

The world’s #1 Rod Stewart tribute show, ‘Forever 
Young’ starring Doug Varty, recreates the look, 
the sound, the moves, and the songs! Varty is an 
accomplished guitarist, pianist, singer/songwriter, and 
has toured North America opening for supergroups 
Rush, BTO,  and The Fabulous Thunderbirds. He 
has made it his mission to give people what they are 
looking for in live entertainment! Two nights only Mar. 12 & 14 at 
9:30 p.m.

Latcho & Andrea ‘The Blond Gypsies’ play authentic Latin and 
Gypsy Flamenco rhythms and sultry harmonies. Their high-spirited, 
real inspired gypsy music includes original songs and stories from 
their past, including when they played with The Gipsy Kings. Final 
performances Mar. 6 & 20 at 7 p.m.

Luna Rumba’s DUENDE plays most Fridays at 7 p.m.  A blend 
of Flamenco, Rumba, Celtic, Latin, and African music mixed with 
today’s technology, make their performances unique and exciting. 
Now playing through Mar. 30.

Singer Hulda Hix and her new band return with Vibology, 
presenting a unique sound through a creative blend of traditional 
reggae with popular American music. Mar. 7 & 22 at 9:30 p.m.

Singer/songwriter Stolie and the La Ruta band 
present an evening of songs that intertwine various 
musical genres. You’ll hear music from pop hits to 
ballads, ranchera to oldies in both English and Spanish. 
Get the stories behind many familiar favorites.  Mar. 1 
at 9:30 p.m. & Mar. 8 at 7 p.m.

The Vallarta Vocalista Ensemble presents its 2018 
concert series, In Perfect Harmony: From Baroque 
to Broadway. Concerts include the seldom-heard 
baroque jewel, Durante’s “Magnificat”, excerpts 
from “Les Misérables”, Mexican favorites and well-
loved jazz standards. Final performances Mar. 3 & 4 
at 4 p.m.

Media Luna presents several shows featuring 
their full band and Special Guest musicians. They 
play Flamenco, Rumba, Rock and Huapango in an 
exciting, high-energy performance. Mar. 5 & 26 at 
9:30 p.m.

Incanto’s ‘Gospelicious’ Gospel Brunch is light on 
religion and BIG on entertainment. Hosted by Tracy 
Parks, and featuring The Holy Host Singers, Hulda 
Hix, Melina Ramirez and Luis Villanueva, with 
creator and Musical Director/David Troy Francis 
and the Resurrection Band. Fun and uplifting! Select 
Sundays at 12 p.m.

Classic stage comedy ‘Greater Tuna’, starring Ron 
Spencer and Tracy Parks is now playing. With twenty-
two characters played by just two actors, it’s a wild 
ride to smalltown Tuna, TX, chock-full of eccentric 
characters with small minds and big hearts. Directed 

by Karen Baker. Next performance Mar. 13 at 7 p.m.
Jean-Guy Comeau plays piano on Mon. and Thurs. at 5 p.m.  Singer-

songwriter Zoe Wood plays guitar in the piano bar on Mon. at 7:30 
p.m.  Tongo plays Latin/Cuban rhythms with handmade instruments 
on Tues. at 7:30 p.m.  Bohemia Viva’s ‘The Sound Garden’ plays on 
Wed. at 6:30 p.m. with varying theme nights weekly. Joby Hernandez 
plays pop/rock favorites on guitar Wed. at 5 p.m.  The Red Suitcases 
band play Sun. and Wed. at 7:30 p.m.  Open Mic is Thurs. at 7:30 
p.m.  ‘The Joanie Show’ plays Fri. at 5 p.m.  Loteria with Bev is on 
Sat. at 4 p.m.  Media Luna plays Sat. at 7:30 p.m. in the piano bar. 
Pianist Dennis Crow plays standards and showtunes Sun. at 5 p.m., 
Mon. at 10 p.m., Tues. at 5 p.m. and Fri. at 7 p.m. with singer Luis 
Villanueva. Salsa dancing/lessons is held on Wed. & Sun. at 8 p.m. 
on the upper terrace.
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Tosca is one of the great operas, and from its 
strident opening chords, it conjures up a world 
of political instability and menace.  Jonathan 
Kent’s production for The Royal Opera captures 
the dangerous political turbulence of Rome in 
the 1800s.  The Chief of Police, Scarpia – one 
of the most malevolent villains in opera – 
ruthlessly pursues and tortures enemies of the 
state.  His dark, demonic music contrasts with 
the expansive melodies of the idealistic lovers, 
Tosca and Cavaradossi, who express their 
passion in sublime arias, including ‘Vissi d’arte’ 
and ‘E lucevan le stelle’.  Giacomo Puccini’s 
dramatic work was a hit with audiences on its 
1900 premiere and it remains one of the most 
performed of all operas – with its gripping plot 
and glorious music, it’s easy to see why.

Friday, March 2, 7 p.m. - Eric Krop 
has made a name for himself as a top young 
vocalist in the pop and musical theater 
scene, performing in Godspell on Broadway, 
headlining several cabaret performances at top 
NYC and L.A venues and appearing in Equity 
theater productions nationwide.  In the past 
few years, Eric has focused his energy towards 
songwriting and recording.

9:30 p.m. - Miss Conception needs no 
explanation or descriptive words.  As she peels 
off her costumes one after another, we are 
introduced to a new character from movies, 
music and plays.  All the while, she sings a tune appropriate to the 
scene with her beautiful strong voice.  She represents professionalism 
with a capital P.

Saturday, March 3 at 7 p.m. – Eric Krop
9:30 p.m. – Nate on the Keys presents performances which combine 

pop, Broadway, improvisation and original compositions.  Nate delivers 
mash-ups, requests and on-stage composing ensure no two shows will be 
the same.  

Sunday, March 4 at 7 p.m. – Tres Locos Amigos with Amy, Nate and 
Kim with accompaniment by Piel Canela provides a wide-ranging evening 
of vocals and musicianship.  They consist of Eduardo León and Fernando 
Huerta González on vocals and guitar.  Viewers will be awestruck at the 
vast talent right before their eyes on stage.

9:30 p.m. – Gypsy Rumba: grooves the audiences, rocks their bodies 
and elicits shouts of joy.  They create an excited feeling with Latin, Gypsy, 
rumba, pop and self-compositions. 

A candle-lit church, Scarpia’s gloomy study with 
its hidden torture chamber and the false optimism 
of a Roman dawn: this handsome production 
throws into relief the ruthlessly taut drama, as the 
tension is wound up towards a fateful conclusion.  
Puccini’s meticulously researched score is infused 
with the same authentic detail, from distant cannon 

fire during the Act I Te Deum to tolling church bells 
and the sounds of a firing squad. The performance, 
sung in Italian with English subtitles, lasts about 3 
hours, including one interval.  This transmission 
from the Royal Opera House begins at 12 noon on 
Saturday, March 10th, at Teatro Vallarta, located at 
184 Uruguay downtown.

Monday, March 5 at 7 and 9:30 p.m. – Miss Conception
Tuesday, March 6 at 7 p.m. - Kim Kuzma’s Evolution 

details the course Kim took from childhood to enormous 
success wintering in PV and heading north to Maine for the 
spring and summertime.  She intersperses songs, pictures 
and videos illustrating her journey.  Wait until you see Kim 
at the age of eight!

Tuesday, March 6 at 9:30 p.m. – Eric Krop
Wednesday, March 7 at 7 p.m. – Amy Armstrong’s 

Living la Vida Loca with guest musicians and singers each 
night.  Piel Canela brings their Latin guitar music.

9:30 p.m. – Eric and Amy
Thursday, March 8 at 7 p.m. – Kim Kuzma’s The 70’s 

Show: In addition to some disco hits, Kim reprises standard pop tunes 
released in this time period.  The new CD “Vivan Los 70’s” is available at 
the box office.  Kim’s wide-ranging vocals and energetic stage presence 
excel and delight.  Hers is a richly talented sizzling ensemble.

9:30 p.m. – Miss Conception
Friday, March 9 at 7 p.m. – The Evasons have appeared on NBC, 

CBS, FOX, Discovery Channel, and on the international primetime TV 
show Penn & Teller: Fool Us.  And, they’re the only mentalists ever to 
perform at an NBA halftime show before a crowd of 18,000 people!

 9:30 p.m. – Nate on the Keys
For tickets and show times, please stop by with Alex at the box office 

at The Palm Cabaret located at 508 Olas Altas in the Romantic Zone on 
the south side of town.  

www.thepalmcabaret.com   
Email: boxoffice@thepalmcabaret.com  

Tel.: 222-0200.
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The Act II Entertainment Stages complex is located upstairs at 330 Insurgentes (corner of Basilio Badillo in the Romantic Zone on the south side of town.  
Tel.: 222-1512.  Tickets can be purchased at www.act2pv.com or at our box office which opens daily at 10 a.m. 

There is a second box office across the street from Garbo’s on Pulpito Street in the Romantic Zone.

“As the house lights went down and the actors entered, the audience 
knew within ten seconds that what was going to be viewed and enjoyed 
was top notch acting by the two lead performers.  One need not read a 
résumé to realize that these two actors were experienced professionals, 
having portrayed a wide range of characters in their past repertoires. 
The star duo is award-winning actor Michael J Gibney and Emmy 
Award winner Eileen Matthews.

Plaza Suite is a cleverly humorous comedy written by Neil Simon in 
1968, one of over thirty plays he wrote.  It is composed of three acts set 
in a suite at the Plaza Hotel in New York City.  The beautifully designed 
and built set, the front room of the suite, is the same throughout the 
night.  The three acts involve a different couple, two married and one 
being old friends.  Each has widely disparate events and feelings with 
which to deal.  The piece is a play of conversations.  There is a series 
of gags, jokes and one-liners.

Enough cannot be said about the talent of these two seasoned pros.  
The head moves, facial expressions, body movements and twists on the 
words summed into two very fine performances not to be missed.  For 
viewers, their performances in every sense were a total delight.

The first act shows a couple married for 23 years trying to return their 
relationship to one of attention and appreciation.  She feels neglected 
and he is harried by his long work hours.  Act two involves a man 
who decides to invite a childhood girlfriend to his suite and see what 
develops.  She is in awe since he is a top Hollywood film producer and 
he uses it to his advantage.  The last act is the most comical of them 
all.  Mother and father are trying to convince their daughter to leave 
the bathroom and go to her wedding. She is off-set until the end and the 
bride appears in a lovely flowing white wedding dress.

Edoardo Rocha’s direction is as always tight, crisp and timed.  He 
grants our community usually one play a season like “Oleanna “, 
“Respect, The Musical” and “The Long Weekend”.  His partner Michael 
performed here in “The Long Weekend”, “Oleanna”, “Mass Appeal” 
and “The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas”.  Eileen is a special gift 
to theater-goers here.  Talent, like she possesses, does not come along 
very often.  Her Emmies were received for her television producing and 
acting.  Maria is the bubbling starlet of Act II and currently appearing 
in multiple Act II productions.  Brendan Hayes took on several roles 
and hopes to become a member of the Act II Family.”

Gary R Beck
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Puerto_Vallarta_OldTown_SouthSide

Facebook: Puerto Vallarta Shows: More of Beck’s Best: 
Theater, Cabaret and More!

“A tour de force”!  Neil Simon’s “Plaza Suite” 
opens to a sold out audience and critical acclaim

February 24, 27, 28, March 3, 6, 7, 10, 13, 14, 17, 
20, 21, 24, 27, 28 and 31 at 7 p.m.
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Act II is THE PLACE to go to see a show when you are in Puerto Vallarta!  With 3-5 shows every night 
to choose from, there is something for everyone!  Our slate of shows starts at 5 p.m. (every day except 

Sunday and Monday), we feature the best performers in the Banderas Bay!  Many of these shows sell out, 
so check out the schedule below and don’t miss out! Get your tickets today at act2pv.com! 

“Best Entertainment in PV - 
If you’re in Puerto Vallarta and 
want to see the best Entertainment 
in town, this is the place to go! 
It’s in the Old Town section and 
has Plays, Singers & Comedians, 
for a Super reasonable price, 
seven days a week.” - Bob H, 
TripAdvisor 2/23/18

“Wonderful Venue and very 
Entertaining.  A must in PV.  We 
went to see Panama’s darling, 
Diana Viamonte earlier this week. 
She has two shows. We saw the 
tribute to Motown divas. She 
is a wonderful singer and belts 
Whitney out like the original. 
Totally a wonderful show. She 
also does Tina Turner and we 
will come back for this one.  The 
venue is awesome. 2 Drinks with 
your ticket purchase helps run the 
venue.  So excited to see another 
act in this venue!” - elizabethl786, 
TripAdvisor 2/18/18

“Fantastic venue for the arts 
and entertainment - Always a 
great show and entertainment. 
Located in the romantic zone 
close to the beach, restaurants and 
bars.”  - Bill Williams, Houston, 
TripAdvisor 2/3/18

“Mostly Swinging” starring 
DON MOST from HAPPY DAYS!  

Limited engagement of only 4 shows.
Opening Night March 5th, 

Party at 6:30 p.m. Show at 7:30 p.m.
Continuing March 6, 8 10 at 7:30 p.m.

Donny Most, best known as “Ralph 
Malph” on the long running hit 
television show, Happy Days, brings 
the songs of Frank Sinatra, Bobby 
Darin, Dean Martin and more…. to life! 
Through his musical interpretations 
and creative arrangements, “Swing 
era” and “50’s Cool” are fused together 
into one very unique show! In addition 
to acting and directing, Donny has 
returned to his first love…. singing!

In the two decades that have followed 
the success of Happy Days, Donny has 
appeared in numerous television and 
film roles, including EDtv, Follow, 
Glee, Love Boat, Baywatch and many 

more. He has also appeared in many 
musical productions, including Damn 
Yankees with Dick Van Dyke, Strike 
Up the Band, I Love My Wife, and 
many more! Throughout his long and 
varied career, however, Donny has 
never forgotten his dream to return 
to his Musical Theater days. He has 
always loved the standards/swing/
big band style of music, so he created 
this show, “Donny Most, Mostly 
Swinging!” He has performed it 
recently at Feinstein’s 54 Below and 
the Iridium Jazz Club in New York 
City, as well as the Catalina’s Jazz 
Club in Hollywood… to great acclaim!

Friday, March 2
“Legends” Paul Fracassi – 5 p.m.
“California Dreamin’” A musical 
tribute to the Mamas & Papas – 7 p.m.
“The Tina Turner Tribute Show,” 
starring Diana Villamonte – 7:30  p.m.
Hedda Lettuce  – 9:30  p.m. 

Saturday, March 3
“Plaza Suite” – 7 p.m.
(CLOSING NIGHT) 
Debby Holiday - 7:30 p.m.
“Big Top” Delighted Tobehere  - 9:30  p.m. 
(Late night show) 
“Rocky Horror Show” - 10 p.m. 

Sunday, March 4
“Woodstock 69” – 7 p.m.
“Stayin’ Alive, a Bee Gees Tribute 
Show,” starring Paul Fracassi – 7:30 p.m.
Dueling Drag Divas – 9:30  p.m. 

Monday, March 5
Us Two - 5 p.m.
Some Enchanted Evening - 7 p.m.
(OPENING NIGHT) “Mostly Swinging” 
starring Don Most - 7:30 p.m.
Mama Tits – 9:30  p.m. 

Tuesday, March 6 
Hedda Lettuce – 5 p.m. 
“Plaza Suite” – 7 p.m.
Don Most - 7:30 p.m.
(CLOSING NIGHT) “Big Top” 
Delighted Tobehere – 9:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 7
Mama Tits – 5 p.m. 
“Plaza Suite” – 7 p.m.
“Walk Like a Man,” 
starring Paul Fracassi – 7:30 p.m.
Dueling Drag Divas – 9:30 p.m.
 
Thursday, March 8
“Motown and Beyond,” 
starring Diana Villamonte – 5 p.m.
“Rocky Horror Show” – 7 p.m.
Don Most - 7:30 p.m.
Hedda Lettuce – 9:30 p.m.    

Featuring 16-time Emmy-winner, 
Eileen Matthews

Continuing Tuesday, Thursday & 
Saturday through March 31st
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Continued on next page...

Plaza Suite is a hilarious comedy, 
composed of three acts, all set in 
Room #719 at the Plaza Hotel in New 
York City. In the first act, “Visitor 
from Mamaroneck,” a middle-aged 
married couple tries to rekindle 
their dying spark. In “Visitor from 
Hollywood,” a film producer invites 
his childhood sweetheart to a hotel 
for sex. In “Visitor from Forest 
Hills,” a bride has locked herself in 
the bathroom on her wedding day, as 
her parents desperately try to get her 
out. Plaza Suites is produced by the 
elite PV production team, NuName 
Productions, and directed by Edoardo 
Rocha. It stars Michael Gibney and 
Eileen Matthews. Overflowing with 
gags, jokes, one-liners and laughable 
human frailties, Plaza Suites is a 
sparkling gem.  

(See separate page for review)

Starring DELIGHTED TOBEHERE 
as seen on America’s Got Talent!

 Direct from New York City! 
A 6-show LIMITED ENGAGEMENT! 

Back by popular demand! 
JUST TWO MORE SHOWS LEFT! 

March 3, 6 - 9:30 p.m. 

The circus is coming to Puerto 
Vallarta! Simply follow the signs to 
Act II Stages to find your Ringmaster 
for the night, Delighted Tobehere, 
in her new show, “BIG TOP!” She’s 
as hilarious as a pie in the face, 
graceful as an elephant in a tutu, and 
as beautiful as a bearded woman - 
freshly shaved! Come see why this 
award-winning queen travels the 
world sharing her message of love and 
positivity through comedy and song!

DELIGHTED
TOBEHERE - BIG TOP!

“Great Show. Intimate setting, 
perfect for an evening of entertainment. 
Highly recommended. Informative, 
entertaining and extremely interactive 
with the performer. His voice is 
fabulous too.” (Trip Advisor) 
“I attended Delighted Tobehere 
‘s performance in Puerto Vallarta 
tonight and I was indeed delighted! 
Funny, poignant, engaging--the 
audience members had a blast. I 
learned a lot too!” (Trip Advisor)

Last Show Saturday March 3rd! 
starring DEBBY HOLIDAY, international 
singer/songwriter with 15 Billboard Top 

20 Dance Club Chart Hits
CLOSING NIGHT! March 3 - 7:30 p.m.

Back by popular demand, DEBBY 
HOLIDAY, International singer/
songwriter with 15 Billboard Top 
20 Dance Club Chart Hits, returns 
to the Red Room for her second 
season! With her unique vocal talents, 
Debby performs non-stop, high 
energy dance music, as well as heavy 
rock ‘n roll and classic standards. 
Debby’s unique sound is a mixture of 
soul and rock. Debby has shared the 
stage with legendary recording artists 
such as John Waite and Rod Stewart, 
appearing on several television 
programs including The View, The 
Rosie O’Donnell Show and The David 
Letterman Show. During her career, 
Debby has toured and opened for rock 
superstars including Joe Walsh, Rod 
Stewart and Kiss.

“Do not miss Debby Holiday in 
Free 2 Be! We have seen lots of great 
shows at Act 2 over the last three 

years. This year Debbie Holiday’s 
Free to be show is not to be missed. 
She has a spectacular voice and a 
powerful stage presence.” - Barry S, 
TripAdvisor 2/25/18

“A fiery voice that saddles the rock/
soul fence … positively uplifting.” ~ 
Michael Paoletta, Billboard Magazine

 A Tina Turner show 
The #1 show this season selling out 
every week!  Starring Reality TV star 
(and Vallarta’s #1 singing sensation) 

Diana Villamonte 
Every Friday - 7:30  p.m.

Remember What’s Love Got to 
Do with It, Simply the Best, River 
Deep Mountain High, Fool in Love, 
Nutbush City Limits, and many, many 
more?   Reality TV Star and SINGING 
SENSATION, Diana Villamonte, 
one of the most talented entertainers 
who has ever crossed our stage, and 
has been staring all season to sold-out 
audiences in “Motown and Beyond!”  

Diana Villamonte in “Simply the 
Best: The Tina Turner Tribute Show” is 
a dream come true for Act II!  Diana’s 
high energy, powerful vocals, and 
captivating personality will make 
this a breath-taking and spectacular 
show!  She will win your heart and 
you will never forget the talent of this 
sensational young singer! This show is 
a must-see for ALL AGES!!!

“Absolutely blown away tonight by 
the “Tina Turner” show at ActII! No 
idea where that little dynamic body 
can produce such an amazing voice! 
Backup band is awesome! Couple of 
surprises in the show! Not telling! Go 
see for yourself! Diana Villamonte is 
“Simply the Best”!!  - Mary Zack, 
Puerto Vallarta

“Diana Villamonte continues to 
please audiences with her new show 
-Tina Turner! The Red Room presents 
this companion show to her highly 
successful Motown show. Alfonso 
López is once again the producer and 
has done a very impressive job with 
both shows. Every time that I’ve seen 
Diana she has received a standing 
ovation.” - Ed Gill, Puerto Vallarta

Late show added because of popular 
demand and sold out houses. 

Every Thursday – 7 p.m. 
Every Saturday – 10 p.m. (LATE SHOW)  

Vallarta has fallen in love with the 
“Rocky Horror Show”…. Again!

It is a humorous tribute to the 
science fiction and horror B movies 
of the late 1940s through the early 
1970’s!  It tells the story of a newly 
engaged couple getting caught in a 
storm and finding themselves at the 
home of a mad transvestite scientist, 
Dr. Frank N. Furter. 

(See separate page in this issue for 
info and more reviews) 

Starring MAMA TITS 
(Continues to sell out every week)! 

Live singing, stories, and side-splitting 
comedy, featuring drag diva, Mama Tits

Every Monday – 9:30 PM
Every Wednesday – 5:00 PM

In this all-new drag show, “Big and 
Loud,” Mama Tits is guaranteed to 
take you on a wild journey, complete 
with incredible live singing, hilarious 
stories, and side-splitting comedy!  
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This year, Mama Tits has turned 
things up a notch, too, by adding live 
accompaniment! Mama Tits is one of 
the top drag divas of Puerto Vallarta 
and Seattle, with sold-out shows 
almost every night. She is known for 
her buttery smooth voice and soulful 
blues sound.  Her shows have become 
a notorious “destination,” forever 
changing drag cabaret entertainment! 
Trip Advisor - 5 stars! - “If you are 
looking for an evening of authentic 
entertainment, look no further. Mama 
Tits delivers. This year her show is 
better than ever. You will leave feeling 
energized and empowered. The setting 
at Act II provides an intimate setting 
in the Red Room, with excellent bar 
service as well.”  - Dave M, 2/6/18

Trip Advisor - 5 stars! - “Wow!!! 
What a fantastic place to see a show! 
My husband and I had the pleasure 
of seeing Mama Tits perform at 
Act II and let me tell you, we were 
very entertained!!! Mama Tits 
took us through a whole range of 
emotions with her LIVE singing drag 
performance! We laughed. We cried. 
We were just a hot mess, but in such a 
good way I would highly recommend 
her if you get the chance!!! The 
theater was so cozy and intimate. 
Very comfortable and every seat has 
an excellent view!!! Thank you so 
much to Act II and Mama Tits for 
making our day! We will definately be 
back!!!” -crimsoncubdfw, Mentor-
on-the-Lake, Oh, 1/31/18

A musical tribute to the Mamas & Papas 
Already … selling out each week! 

Get tickets early! 
Every Friday – 7 p.m.

Due to popular request, Rhonda 
Padmos and Don Pope are bringing 
their ever-popular CALIFORNIA 
DREAMIN’ show back to the Main 
Stage!!  This show is a tribute to the 
unforgettable music of the Mamas and 
Papas. California Dreamin’ features 
LIVE MUSIC, with four singers 
portraying the characters of the original 
band members, Cass Elliot, Michelle 
Phillips, John Phillips, and Denny 
Doherty.  Rhonda Padmos and Don 

Pope are well- known musicians from 
Canada who arrived in Puerto Vallarta 
in the 1980’s as guest musicians on the 
television show, THE LOVE BOAT. 
“Went to see California Dreamin last 
night. Fun night Good presentation 
of the Mamas and Papas. The gal 
playing Cass Elliot killed it. Get there 
30 to 40 minutes before Showtime to 
get a good draw for seating.”  - Kent 
C, Fort Dodge, IA 2/10/18

featuring Emmy Award Winner, CHI 
CHI RONES, and JO ANNA

A hilarious evening of all-live singing and 
comedy. OFTEN SELLS OUT Get tickets early!
Every Sunday & Wednesday – 9:30  p.m.

They’re BAAAAACK!!! Emmy 
Award Winner, Chi Chi Rones, and 
NY Times-Acclaimed Impressionist, 
Jo Anna, return to Puerto Vallarta 
for their 5th season together as THE 
DUELING DRAG DIVAS. Their all-
new show opens December 31st in The 
Red Room at 9:30 p.m. This is an all-
live SINGING and COMEDY cabaret 
show and is guaranteed to make you 
laugh. Although both are acclaimed 
vocal impressionists in their own 
right, Chi Chi and Jo Anna approach 
the celebrities they impersonate from 
different perspectives. Where Jo Anna 
is the more zany, crazy, campy one, Chi 
Chi is the more glamorous, legendary 
diva. Together, they are a force to be 
reckoned with… a perfect storm. 

“What a great time, and a 
wonderful show. Extremely talented 
entertainers!!! Chi Chi and Joanna 
are so funny, and will have you rolling 
in the aisles. Especially notable is Chi 
Chi’s Judy Garland and Tina Turner 
impressions. So funny. My friends 
and I spent a fantastic night there. 
You don’t want to miss this show, or 

any of the shows at this cute venue. 
The theatre room is small, but perfect, 
with plenty of comfortable seating, 
and amazing beverages.” - William 
A, TripAdvisor, 2/22/18 

“We try to see Chi Chi Rones and 
JoAnna every season. I think this is the 
best. They are so much fun. So talented. 
And did all the impersonations I love. 
I won’t spoil the surprise but expect 
multiple voices in a single number. 
We enjoyed our pre show drinks at 
piñata gay hotel. Free margaritas and 
then the group walked together to the 
theater for first choice seating. All in 
all: a super PV night. Run don’t walk. 
Unless you are in heels.” - Renztem13 
TripAdvisor, 2/12/18

starring the one-and-only 
HEDDA LETTUCE

Storytelling, ribald stand-up comedy, 
and live singing. 

Tuesdays – 5 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays – 9:30 p.m.

Hedda Lettuce, six-time Drag 
Queen of the Year Award-winner (HX 
magazine) and the legendary “green 
goddess” of drag, will glamorize 
another winter in Puerto Vallarta 
as she dishes out a tossed salad of 
improvisational comedy, sultry songs, 
and dazzling gowns. And it’s entirely 
fat-free! She tosses out a night of 
storytelling, ribald stand-up comedy, 
and live (not lip-synched) singing. 
Her show includes her nationally-
acclaimed original comedic music that 
is peppered with parodies of old-time 
favorites and startling satire. Expect a 
night of side-splitting laughter from 
Hedda Lettuce, one of New York 
City’s premier drag queens. 

“Hedda Lettuce was fun and involved 
some humorous chatting with the 
audience. Arrive early (maybe an hour) 
if you have reserved tickets as you 
receive a number for your group which 
designates the order in which you will 
be seated. They have a bar to relax in 
and a balcony available so that arriving 
early is all part of the experience. 
Reserving early is suggested as the place 
was sold out.” - oakleywasagaming 
TripAdvisor, 2/17/18

(with a special tribute to Roy Orbison)
Music from the legends of the 50’s 
and 60’s, featuring Canadian Idol 

Finalist, PAUL FRACASSI 
Every Friday – 5 p.m.

“Legends,” a stunning tribute 
to some of your favorite singers, 
including Elvis Presley, Frankie Valli, 
Frank Sinatra, Davy Jones, Buddy 
Holly, Bobby Darin and more.  

(See separate page in this issue for 
info and more reviews)

(The biggest hit of the Season!) 
Get tickets early!

A musical tribute to the great leading ladies 
of Motown, featuring Diana Villamonte 

Every Thursday – 5 p.m.

The amazingly talented Diana 
Villamonte presents “Motown and 
Beyond!” a musical tribute to the 
great ladies of Motown and Beyond, 
such as Diana Ross, Shirley Bassey, 
Whitney Houston, Anita Ward, Etta 
James, Nina Simone, Aretha Franklin 
and Donna Summer!

This young lady is one of the most 
talented people that has ever crossed 
our stage!  After a sold-out preview 
of her show this past summer, she was 
described as “powerful, charming, 
beautiful, stunning, polished, 
mesmerizing and stunning.” She blew 
the audience away with her huge vocals 
and passionate interpretations, and she 
grabbed the audience and never let go. 

“Diana Villamonte show was 
first class, an amazing show. Diana 
Villamonte has a great voice and 
looks amazing. Her two backup 
singers were also very good. This is 
an amazingly cheap evening of Las 
Vegas-style entertainment that should 
not be missed.” - Stoneycanuk 
TripAdvisor, 2/15/18

TripAdvisor 5 stars - “Diana 
Villamonte was amazing...what a 
gorgeous voice! She has only been 
in Vallarta since last year and has 
learned English. (from Panama). She 
did Diana Ross, Donna Summers, 
Michael Jackson, Whitney Houston, 



21

Shirley Bassey...amazing!! She will be 
doing Tina Turner opening February 
9th. I think it will be a great show! They 
even offer free popcorn at the show!”  
-Ellen H, London, Canada 1/27/18

(Continues to perform to sold-
out houses.  Extended by popular 

demand)  Rave reviews… 
“Marsha was born to sing this role!”
A Musical Revue of the composers, 

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s, Best Music.
Every Monday – 7 p.m.

Starring Alfonso López, a 
classically-trained musician/singer 
with a Master’s in music, Hal Bonta, 
and Kami Desilets, two veteran stage 
actors with hundreds of Broadway 
musicals on their resumes, and newly 
added Marsha Ward Ross stepping 
into the Soprano roll that was made 
for her.  Some Enchanted Evening is 
directed by Alfonso López. 

(See separate page in this issue for 
info and more reviews) 

STANDING ROOM ONLY IN PREVIOUS 
SHOWS, Get tickets early!

A musical tribute to the legendary 70’s 
music group, The Bee Gees (and all 
the great falsetto singers of all time), 

featuring PAUL FRACASSI 
Every Sunday – 7:30 PM

Paul Fracassi, one of Act II’s most 
popular and talented headliner artists, 
has created a brand-new show called 

“Stayin’ Alive,” a tribute to one of his 
favorite 70’s groups, The Bee gees! 
His signature high notes have helped 
him create an amazing likeness to 
music of The Bee Gee’s.

(See separate page in this issue for 
info and more reviews) 

Opens to rave reviews! … 
Don and Rhonda do it again! 

A musical tribute to the music of the 
unforgettable women of Woodstock, 
featuring the live music of Rhonda 

Padmos and Don Padmos 
Every Sunday  – 7 p.m. 

The uber-talented musical duo 
of Rhonda Padmos and Don Pope 
have created a brand-new show this 
season that’s sure to bring back lots of 
memories!  It’s called WOODSTOCK 
69, a festival of LIVE MUSIC and 
peace, featuring the music of the 
unforgettable women of Woodstock… 
Janis Joplin, Joan Baez, Grace 
Slick, Melanie, and Nancy Evins.  It 
also features the music of Jimmy 
Hendrix, Ritchie Havens, Sweetheart, 
Arlo Guthrie, Santana, Country Joe 
MacDonald, The Who, Ravi Shankar, 
Jefferson Airplane, Creedence 
Clearwater Revival, Joni Mitchell, 
Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young, and 
Bob Dylan, and THE BAND!  

“Just what I needed tonight!  A 
lapse back to Woodstock!  Fun show!  
When I feel blue... or angry... or sad 
about our world... I play Woodstock 
tracks to listen to.  It was about 
love... fighting oppression and hate... 

peace... freedom and so much more. 
It has always inspired me. Thank you 
all in the cast!”  - Francine Peters, 
Puerto Vallarta

featuring DANIEL CELIS and NOEMI 
PLASCENCIA... and their LIVE BAND!
Remastered arrangements of classic favorites.
Every Monday and Saturday – 5 p.m.

(No show March 3 & 10)

Daniel and Noemi sing remastered 
arrangements of classic favorites, 
from bands such as Mamas and Papas, 
Abba, Beatles, Journey, Cat Stevens, 
Culture Club, Air Supply, and many 
more. People are raving about the 
absolute unique beauty of their sound.

(See separate page in this issue for 
info and more reviews)

The music of Frankie Valli and the 
Four Seasons, featuring Canadian 

Idol Finalist, PAUL FRACASSI 
continues its 4th sold out year.  
Every Wednesday – 7:30 p.m. 

Paul’s vocal range has been 
compared to the greatest crooners 
of the American songbook, and 
especially the high vocal range of 
Frankie Valli.  It is no wonder that this 
artist chose to present the music of The 
Four Seasons for his show, including 
Dawn, Rag Doll, Can’t Take My Eyes 
Off of You, and Walk Like a Man. 

(See separate page in this issue for 
info and more reviews)

Act II is grateful to Georgia 
Darehshori, of Casa 

Karma Boutique Hotel, for 
always providing the best 

accommodations for our guest-
starring performers, such as 
Lorena Peril, Steve Grand 

and Donny Most from TV’s 
“Happy Days.” Check out 

www.casakarma.net for room 
availability.  Day passes are 
also available to the public, 

and you can enjoy the beautiful 
oceanfront bar and pool AND 

hang out with the stars!
 

For a complete description 
of all our upcoming shows, 

go to www.act2pv.com.  The 
Act II Entertainment Stages 
complex is located upstairs 

at 330 Insurgentes (corner of 
Basilio Badillo in the Romantic 
Zone on the south side of town.  

Tel.: 222-1512.  Tickets can 
be purchased at www.act2pv.

com or at our box office which 
opens daily at 10 a.m. There is 
a second box office across the 
street from Garbo’s on Pulpito 
Street in the Romantic Zone. (S
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Puerto Vallarta’s newest musical sensation, Us Two, 
starts off our 2018 season 5 p.m. show series.  Puerto 
Vallarta has fallen in love with this dynamic and 
talented duo with their sexy styling, harmonious vocals 
and lively band.  As soon as they open their mouths, 
you will be mesmerized.  They sing remastered and 
unique arrangements of classic favorites, and people 
are raving about the absolute beauty of their sound.  
Not to mention they are gorgeous and funny!

What people are saying about “Us Two”:
TripAdvisor – 5 Stars – “Saw US TWO last night 

for the second time.  I have been to many shows in 
PV and this is by far the best I have seen.  Daniel 
and Noemi are cute and personable and extremely 
talented.  The show was enhanced by the back up band 
of excellent musicians.  It was a delightful evening.  If 
you see only one show in PV, this one should be it.  
You will not be disappointed!” -  Michael P, 2/11/18

TripAdvisor – 5 Stars – “Dany & Noemi are 
amazing!  Amazing performance, if you want a fun 
time, this is definitely worthwhile.  Lots of classics, 
great performance.” - SusanW, Calgary, 2/6/18

TripAdvisor – 5 Stars – “My friends and I 
went to act II to see the group “Us Two”.  The 
stage show was great, amazing vocals with lots of 
classic songs everyone loves.  We will come back 
again.  The venue was great as well.  Easy to find 
a parking spot, a lounge area for pre and post show 
socializing and the room had three rows of seating 
so we were literally 5 feet away from the artists.  
Sound was perfect - not too loud.” - David P, 2/3/18 
”We went to see the 2017 season opener of “Us Two” 
Daniel and Noemi and their band at the Red Room.  
What an incredible show performed in a beautiful 
intimate setting.  Talent, energy, emotion and fun all 
in one fantastic package.  Who needs to go to Las 
Vegas when one can see a show of this quality right in 
the heart of “Old Town” Puerto Vallarta?  This show 
is “must do” for everyone visiting this beautiful city; 
the show will leave you amazed and feeling “up”.” - 
Vistarichard (TripAdvisor)

“This duo is an absolute must to see if you are 
visiting Puerto Vallarta... high energy, intimate, 
sensual... all that is needed to make their show 
incredibly enjoyable... it is a show you can see 
over and over without ever tiring of it... they’ve put 
everything they have into it... not to be missed....” - 
Robert D. (TripAdvisor)

New shows and a new time.

TripAdvisor – 5 Stars – “Daniel and Noemi are 
Awesome!  Us Two is one of the standout shows of the 
season.  Daniel and Noemi are talented singers and 
their chemistry onstage is very entertaining.  The packed 
audience was clearly enjoying every song and stood up at 
the end of the show with shouts for “one more”!  Sadly there 
was not time as another show was following theirs.  I highly 
recommend this show to everyone.”  - Ed G, PV, 2/9/18 
 (Please see Act II pages in this issue for additional info, 
address, phone, etc.)

(Please see Act II pages in this issue for additional 
info, address, phone, etc.)
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on top of the world 
in his 4th season performing 

in The Red Room 
at Act II Stages

Paul Fracassi, one of Act II’s most 
popular and talented artists, returns to Act 
II for his fourth consecutive year, after a 
record-breaking season last winter!  His 
very popular shows, Legends, Walk Like a 
Man and 20th Century Crooners, sold more 
tickets than any other performer in Vallarta 
history!  Paul is the consummate performer.  
He bounds onto the stage and effortlessly 
reaches soaring high notes that send chills and 
thrills throughout his audience.  He has added 
new excitement to his shows with backup 
singers and Vegas-style costumes that truly 
complement his engaging delivery.

This “Jersey Kid” from Toronto, Canada, 
managed to create a big fuss up in Canada as a 
finalist in “Canadian Idol.”  Shortly thereafter, 
he created a “big fuss” in Puerto Vallarta, too, as 
we fell in love with this wonderful, new singing 
sensation!  Legends of the 50’s and 60’s is a 
stunning tribute to some of his favorite singers, 
including Elvis, Frankie Valli, Frank Sinatra, 
Davy Jones, Buddy Holly, Bobby Darin, Roy 
Orbison and more.  You will definitely find 
yourself singing along and swaying in your seat 
to this memorable music!

And… with a change in schedule to start the 
New Year, Paul will add a brand new show, a 
tribute to the music of the Bee Gees, Stayin’ 
Alive!  Watch this space.

Paul’s shows sell out quickly, so it’s a good 
idea to get your tickets now.  Read what people 
are saying about him…

5 Stars - TripAdvisor – “Amazing!  We saw 
Paul Fracassi – Walk Like a Man.  So good!  He 
was such a great singer and entertainer and I was 
smiling the entire show.  I highly recommend it.” 
- ChrisAndKarenJ, Vancouver, 2/8/18

“Last year we were told to go to see Paul 
Fracassi...  We were thoroughly entertained 
from start to finish.  He not only has a fabulous 
voice, but also has an uncanny ability to draw 
the entire audience in... my only complaint is 
that it didn’t last longer!” - TripAdvisor

5 Stars – TripAdvisor – “Attended this show 
last night and I must say it was like slipping back 
to the early 60’s.  Paul has an air about the way he 
comes across on stage.  He is funny, has a great 
voice & really brings the Four Seasons to life.  
He also has another show 20th Century Crooners 
on Sunday night & we will attend it also.  Paul 
is a “must see” while in Puerto Vallarta.  A great 
evening. Act II Stages nailed it with Paul!”

5 Stars – TripAdvisor – “Paul Fracassi 
deserves special attention.  His show Walk 
Like A Man takes you to an era of never to be 
forgotten “golden oldies” was good, but Paul 
hits the notes even better!  He has us dancing 
in our seats.  His next show The Crooners is 
a must for us... the American Songbook of 
great classics.  The Red Room cabaret setting 
takes you nearly on stage and has a great sound 
system.  With two fabulous background singers 
it’s a memorable evening for the 60’s show.”

TripAdvisor – 5 Stars – “Act II so much 
fun... A must night out.  We saw ‘Walk Like 
A Man...’ This was a great show, Paul gives a 
great run of the Four Seasons songs.  We would 
certainly love to attend other shows at the Act 
II.”  - Beema, Michigan, 2/3/18

“Paul Fracassi does an amazing performance 
of Frankie Valli. His voice is spectacular and he 
has the dance moves down pat.  A great show.  
Have always enjoyed the entertainment at Act 
II.  Great staff, excellent venue and a wonderful 
night out.” - MacInk, TripAdvisor 12/5/17

“Oh what a night” was the perfect ending to 
another stellar performance by Paul Fracassi.  
Oh what a show ....giving, at its best.  Paul and 
Camilla gave their all and then some in this 
very high energy production.  The audience was 
thoroughly engaged and the evening culminated 
in many enthusiastic fans joining them on stage, 
driven by the fervor of the moment ....of course 
I was among them.  I urge everyone to see this.” 
- Georgia Darehshori

“Paul Fracassi did his show at The Red Room 
Cabaret … New songs, original songs that he 
has written and some of the best voice I have 
heard from Paul Fracassi, ever.  He was totally 
in his element showing the showmanship that 
he offers every show.  BUT tonight was even 
more special because this lovely, caring man, 
gave every peso of his evening to the Banderas 
Women’s Shelter… People were dancing on 
stage and the whole The Red Room Cabaret 
was rocking and singing and clapping…  Paul 
Fracassi is an Entertainer’s Entertainer, his 
music came from the heart and he showed it so 
brightly tonight.  Enough from me, go see his 
2 shows weekly, “20th Century Crooners” and 
“Walk Like a Man”, both at 7:30 at The Red 
Room Cabaret . “Oh What A Night! – David 
Wilhoit

(See Act II pages in this issue for location, 
schedule, tel. no., email, etc.)(S
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ABOUT THE BOUTIQUE DINNER THEATRE
The Boutique Theater is located upstairs at Nacho Daddy, 287 Basilio Badillo, in the Romantic Zone on the south side of town.  
Theater and concert-lovers can also enjoy dinner an hour before each show.  Choose from Fillet Mignon, Chicken Cordon Bleu 

(with potato and vegetables), or a vegetarian Chile Relleno (with rice and beans). The delicious meals include a salad and dessert.  
Follow The Boutique Dinner Theatre on Facebook.
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Catherine Caldera
Publicity Director

March 4, 2 p.m.
Bilingual host Carlos Navarro 

continues his popular “Connect 
With Mexico” discussion series. 
This conversational series enables 
you to ask the questions you have 
about Mexico and receive answers 
from a knowledgeable expert. 
Gain a deeper understanding of 
local culture, art and politics. Visit: 
connectwithmexico.com “Mexico 
Explained - In Plain English.” 

March 5, 6 p.m.
Patsy Cline 6th Annual 

Memorial Show - Anniversaries 
are special times.  We gather 
together to be with like minded 
people to celebrate, remember and 
mourn.  March 5th is such a date.  
Patsy Cline was rushing home to 
her children when a snowstorm 
and pilot error ended her life.  For 
the past 5 years, Mikki Prost has 
been commemorating that day 
with a special show at 6 p.m. at the 
Boutique.  You don’t want to miss 
it.  She will unravel the story with 
songs and photos of this famous 

singer.  Remember:  March 5th, 6 
p.m., Boutique Dinner Theatre.

March 6, 6 p.m.
Patsy Kline Anniversary – 

Part II.  The celebration and 
remembrances continue…  
Guaranteed, another fun evening 
with a talented singer who tells the 
story of the song, then vocalizes it.

March 6 & 20 at 10 a.m.
TED Talk Tuesdays - This 

week’s speaker is Kay Nash, “Stop 
Chasing Your Mind.”  If you, or 
people you care about, suffer from 
anxiety-related symptoms, this 
is the talk for you. Problems can 
include fretting, constant worrying, 
dark thoughts, racing heart, 
insomnia, fear, body pain, panic, 
depression, and teeth-grinding. 
Discover why we struggle, and how 
to gently manage or alleviate these 
devastating conditions. Coffee, 
beverages and food are available 
for purchase. TED Talk Tuesdays 
offer insights and inspirations from 
local experts in a variety of fields 
and pursuits.

March 11 & 12 at 6 p.m.
“SYNG!”, the international 

community chorus of PV, brings 
talent and joy to the stage at the 
Boutique.  “Feel The Love” is an 
entertaining evening of uplifting 
choral harmony.  Proceeds benefit 
local youth music programs. 

March 8 to 24 at 6 p.m.
Who’s to blame when witty 

socialites keep dropping dead at 
a cocktail party?  But even more 
chilling is the question: who’s 
going to die next?  “Par for the 
Corpse,” is a classic comedic 
“whodunnit,” with some surprising 
twists.  Barbara J. Harris is 
its director. Set in the Catskill 
Mountains, this “homicidal 
comedy” takes 10 characters away 
from their high-society comforts, 
and forces them to use their heads 
- to save their very lives.  The cast 
is a dynamic blend of new and 
returning actors to The Boutique.  

They are Stan Allen, Alice Averett, 
Todd Bates, Catherine Caldera, 
Marcy Howarth James, Montene 
Levine, Randy Levine, Josie 
MacGillivray, Casey McGregor, 
and Roger Vickery. 

March 14, 7 p.m. 
Garry Carson is host for Open 

Mic Nights, where anyone can 
share their love of music and 
performing.  Admission is just 50 
pesos, free for anyone who takes 
the stage.  This popular show has 
brought together performers from 
17 to 80 years old on stage in a fun 
environment.  Come join the fun!

Stick around after the show and 
enjoy free live music and dancing 
without a cover charge.  Nacho 
Daddy offers a tasty Mex-Tex food, 
refreshing drinks, and a friendly 
staff.  Dance the night away or just 
listen to the terrific music!  Here’s 
who’s doing what and when:

Tuesday - 
Cat Daddy, retro swing  
Wednesday - 
The Joker Trio, rockabilly
Thursday - 
Gloria and Da Crew, classic rock
Friday - 
Texas Embassy Blues Band, blues
Saturday - 
Fast Eddie’s Karaoke Party
upstairs; rock with 
Chris and Jedda downstairs.
Music starts around 8:30 p.m. 

Check out what’s new and 
upcoming by visiting our website 
at btpv.org where you can also 
purchase tickets even if you don’t 
have a PayPal account!
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Luis Castellanos Valui, 
born in Guadalajara in 1955, 
is a painter who infuses his 
Latin American roots with the 
traditions of tropical jazz and 
cafe culture.  Collected by 
the J. Paul Getty Institute and 
Capitol Records, Valui creates 
rhythmic images, bringing his 
subjects to life.  His works are 
also in the collection of Atlas 
and Mambo Restaurants, 
Go West Productions, 
Televisa, Ripstein Collection, 
Univision.  At his openings 
in Los Angeles, many 
Hollywood jet setters are 
among the collectors.

He studied for two years 
at the Fine Arts University 
in Guadalajara.  At the age 
of 20, he moved to Mexico 
City where he studied at the 
“Esmeralda” school.  He 
restored Colonial and Pre-
Hispanic art for 4 years at 
the request of the Mexican 
government.  He then 
established himself in the 
Bohemian community of 
Tepoztlan, Morelos, a small 
village south of Mexico City.  
There he began his formal 
career as a painter. 

In 1986, he had his first 
individual exhibition at the 
prestigious OMR Gallery in 
Mexico City. 

“For me, in the beginning 
it was van Gogh,” Valui 
says.  “But, over the years, 
I learned about the German 
Expressionists, pre-Hispanic 
art, and became influenced by 
Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse 
and Marc Chagall.”  Not just 

Come meet Marc at Galleria Dante, 269 Basilio Badillo.  Or check out our web site at www.galleriadante.com
22
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Opens at 

Friday, March 9th 

- Cocktails 

6 to 10 p.m.

people, but animals are also 
a favorite subject - crabs, 
parrots, lions, tigers being 
some of his most favorites to 
paint.  Musicians and dancers 
recur in Mr. Valui’s paintings, 
and their heat and energy are 
palpable.  You could get a 
charley horse in your calf just 
looking at his dancers’ legs. 
“We say in Mexico, when you 
are a musician who is very ...” 
he rolled his hand in the air, 
“... very talented, very into it, 
we say, ‘tiene duende,’ he has 
it in his blood, in his soul.”

Luis paints in oil, as well 
as water color.  When you 
attend his shows, you will 
hear the friendly bantering of 
his collectors: “Well I own 7 
of his paintings”.  Another 
will say “But I own 14”.  Very 
few people stop at purchasing 
only one painting by Luis.  
The paintings make you smile 
and leave you with a warm, 
fuzzy feeling inside.  Luis is a 
painter of our senses, what you 
feel looking at his paintings: 
to dance, to sing, to dream, to 
love.  And when it comes to 
dance, there is probably not a 
style that Luis has not painted: 
mambo, tango, salsa, cha-cha-
cha, waltz.  There are scenes 
on the beach, by the campfire, 
in plazas, street and market 
scenes. His paintings are 
fresh, luminous and definitely 
tropical.  They are full of 
humor and saturated with 
color and light.

Thank you, Luis, for 
bringing us such joy.
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The talent on our stage with “Some Enchanted Evening” is like 
no other in the history of Act II Entertainment Stages.  Starring 
Marsh Ward Ross ping into the Soprano roll that was made for her, 
Alfonso López a classically trained musician/singer with a Masters 
in music, Hal Bonta, and Kami Desilets, two veteran stage actors 
with hundreds of Broadway Musicals on their resumes.  Directed 
by Alfonso López. More so than any composer and lyricist who 
have written for the stage, the songs of Rodgers & Hammerstein 
have become an integral part of our everyday lives.  This stunning 
collection of Rodgers & Hammerstein compositions places four of 
PV’s best singers.  Re-live all your favorite songs from the best 
Musicals of all time!

Read what people are saying…
TripAdvisor – 5 Stars – “Entertaining evening!  Thoroughly 

enjoyed Some Enchanted Evening. First time to attend a show at this 
venue... will definitely be back soon!” - chtulare, San Diego, 2/6/18 
“Fabulous, just fantastic music.  The performers did an exquisite 
job... and earned a standing ovation.  We loved it!” - Bobbie Audell 

“Despite being an “Opening Night” season ticket holder, I have 
repeatedly expressed, that I generally prefer waiting a few shows 
to allow all of the kinks and glitches to be worked out.  I will say, 
without question, this was the best opening night performance I 
have seen.  As I said on another post: Broadway quality!” - Jim 
Davis 

“...So many memories.  Songs I bet most of us had not heard 
or sung in many years.  The simplicity of the stage was perfect 
for showcasing the fabulous costumes and Voices... 4 incredible 
performers that had everyone applauding loudly after every song.  
Must See Show.” - David Wilhoit

“If you love music, if you love Rogers & Hammerstein, if you 
love excellent talent, if you’re looking for a fabulous way to spend 
an evening, then you MUST see SOME ENCHANTED EVENING 
at Act II. Impressive that these 4 talented performers sang 57 Show 
tunes!! You will be swept away in memories.” - Tricia Lymann

“Thrilling performances by all 4 singers.  The harmonies, 
the staging, all combined to do justice to the greatest American 
songbook ever!  Rush to see it before it’s gone.” - Rob Burton

A Musical Revue of the music of composers 
Rodgers & Hammerstein

March 4, 12, 19 & 26 at 7 p.m.

Called the best opening night in Act II History…

Vallarta has fallen in love with the 
“Rocky Horror Show”…. Again!
Act II’s “The Rocky Horror Show” 

has been playing to packed audiences 
and rave reviews!  This ultra-campy 
cult classic has taken Vallarta by 
storm and is a humorous tribute to the 
science fiction and horror B movies 
of the late 1940s through the early 
1970’s!  It tells the story of a newly 
engaged couple getting caught in a 
storm and finding themselves at the 
home of a mad transvestite scientist, 
Dr. Frank N. Furter.  

“Rocky Horror Show” is hilarious, 
gripping and haunting, all at the 
same time.  Many in the audiences 
have come clad in their favorite cult 
“Rocky” garb, and everyone loves 
the audience participation of shout-
outs and props!  This incredible 
show is directed by the amazing 
and talented Alfonso López, with 
choreography by Kami Desilets. 
This is a “must see” event in Puerto 
Vallarta! After you have seen it once, 
you will talk about it for the rest of 
your life!

More great  “Rocky” 
reviews!  Read all about it!    

“... Rocky Horror Picture Show 
-which is still playing- is NOT 
to be missed. Lively and totally 
entertaining, even for someone 
who is not a fan of the movie. It’s 
worth going twice!  Any show we 

have been to has been fabulous, 
entertaining and worth every cent!” 
- Spinsv, TripAdvisor, 1/17/18

“The show was outstanding!  So 
much crowd interaction!  One of 
the best Rocky Horror shows I have 
ever seen!  Act II entertainment is an 
absolute must while you’re in PV!” - 
Carrie B, TripAdvisor, 1/13/18

“Our first time at Act II, and 
wow it was the BEST attraction we 
did in PV! The theatre as a venue 
was excellent. Clean, beautifully 
decorated and very attentive staff. 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
was incredible. The cast was very 
talented, and I cannot wait to come 
back next year and see what shows 
are playing. I will…” lhayward2018, 
TripAdvisor, 1/18/18

“Six of us took in this wonderful 
show.  Having been here for 4 years, 
this was my first visit and will not be 
my last.  The chairs are comfortable 
and the room is small and intimate 
so every seat is great!  The owner 
stepped in as the narrator and did 
an excellent job.  What a great end 
to the evening to get up close and 
personally thank the cast for their 
wonderful talent!  A must see show 
while here in PV!” - Jazz2you, 
TripAdvisor, 1/12/18

See Act II pages for info re 
location, schedule, tel. no, email, etc.

… Still selling out houses every week!
A Musical Comedy/Science Fiction Stage Play

Every Thursday at 7 p.m. and every Saturday at 10 p.m.  
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The Puerto Vallarta Chamber 
Orchestra (PVCO) will be offering 
two concerts, March 11th and 12th, 
featuring Grammy Award winner 
cellist Donald Moline playing the 
Boccherini Cello Concerto in B flat.

Mr. Moline was a member of the 
Chicago Symphony for 39 years, 
and has performed as a soloist and 
with the Chicago Symphony in 
many countries.  

These two concerts will also 
include several romantic period 
favorites by Offenbach, Strauss, 
and von Supe.  

8 p.m. on March 11th at the 
American School, 129 Albatros, 
Marina Vallarta; 8 p.m. on March 12th 
at the Salon Empresarial, 67 Paseo de 
los Cocoteros in Nuevo Vallarta.

Adults $200, students and children 
$50, under 5 free.

On Monday, March 19th, ensembles 
drawn from the Puerto Vallarta 
Chamber Orchestra will be offering 
a repeat performance of the sold out 
chamber music concert offered on 
Isla Cuale in January.

Hear works by Corelli, Mozart, 
Beethoven, as well as modern 
favorites performed by string trio / 
quartets, and wind ensembles.  

This performance will take place 
in Nuevo Vallarta at the La Parilla de 
Villa, 220 Av. Ingreso Norte a Nuevo 
Vallarta at 7:30 p.m.  

Drinks and food available from the 
restaurant menu.
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Joe Harrington

Is an internationally published author and 
documentary film director.  He can be 
reached with suggestions or criticisms at 
JoeMovieMadness@Yahoo.com.  
Artwork by Bob Crabb.

Joe Harrington
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MOVIES & MADNESS:   No 
movie review – the debate raging 
across the nation involving guns is far 
more important.

People are arguing over assault 
rifles and age limitations and clip 
sizes.  However, the heart of the 
matter is the 2nd Amendment itself – 
which somehow became what it is 
today, rather than what was meant 
when ratified in 1791.

I watched the Town Hall Meeting 
on CNN - a crowd of over 6,000 
folks facing off with politicians 
and a representative from the NRA 
named Dana Loesch.  A teacher 
asked her, “The amendment states, 
‘a well-regulated militia.’”  Dana 
said, “George Mason was one of the 
founders.  He said the militia is the 
whole of the people.  It’s every man 
and every woman.”

In 1776, during Virginia’s 
Declaration of Human Rights, George 
Mason actually wrote, “That a well-
regulated militia, composed of the 
body of the people, trained to arms, is 
the proper, natural, and safe defense of 
a free state.”  

What George did not write was, 
“It’s every man and every woman.” 

Dana added those words. Why? She 
had to, otherwise Mason’s statement 
limits who can have a weapon. She 
also left out, “trained to arms.”  Why 
isn’t safety training necessary to buy 
a weapon?

Let’s examine Dana’s statement 
regarding “a militia is every man 
and every woman.” If true, a militia 
back when the 2nd Amendment was 
written must have included women.  I 
researched using: “Revolutionary War 
Militia.”  I randomly picked a state 
and got the following: “Central to 
the American concept of a republican 
democracy, Georgia’s militia system 
was essential to the political and 
social structure.  Formally established 
pursuant to the Militia Act of 1784, 
each company was composed of at 
least sixty-three men with ages from 18 
to 45 and the governor as commander-
in-chief of all companies.” 

Apparently “the body of the people” 
not only didn’t include women, it also 
didn’t include children age 17 or less 
and men 46 or older.

The use of the word “people” as 
a catch all for men by our Founding 
Fathers is not restricted to the 2nd 
Amendment.  Consider the opening of 

the Declaration of Independence: “We 
the people, in order to form a more 
perfect union…”  The words We the 
people didn’t refer to women – they 
couldn’t vote and had no say in the 
formation of a more perfect union.   
People back then referred to men.  

Example: Abigail Adams wrote 
her husband John in 1776: “Whilst 
you are proclaiming peace and good 
will to Men, you insist upon retaining 
absolute power over Wives.” 

How did the change from actual 
trained militiamen to the right of 
anyone to own weapons occur?  

The NRA was founded in 1871, 
eighty years after the Bill of Rights 
was ratified, by two Union soldiers 
who liked rifle target practice.  Now, 
150 years later, the NRA claims I 
have a right to own assault weapons, 
silencers, flash suppressors, bump 
stocks, and as much ammo as I desire 
because people like Dana say so?    

The day after the CNN Town Hall 
Meeting Dana addressed CPAC and 
said, “The media loves school mass 
shootings because it helps ratings.” This 
is an outrageous, malicious, despicable 
and vile lie.  Dana viciously insulted 
every member of the media, including 
myself. There’s no shortage of breaking 
news to write about.  I would much 
rather be detailing Gates’ guilty plea 
than teenagers being mowed down.  

Dana thinks the NRA is untouchable 
so she can attack the Fourth and Fifth 
Estates with impunity.  She condemns 
the media to divert attention from 
her organization’s refusal to consider 
changing anything, wishing to weaken 

her opponents -- like Trump does with 
his battle cry of, “Fake news.” 

Consider a different quote from 
George Mason. He wrote, “The 
freedom of the press is one of the 
great bulwarks of liberty, and can 
never be restrained but by despotic 
governments.” To which I honestly 
add, “Or attempts by atrociously lying 
spin doctors.”  

Dana miscalculated as events 
the past few weeks have led to the 
startling development that not only 
are folks fighting back, but numerous 
corporations have severed ties with 
the NRA.  The Founding Fathers did 
not want to remove all weapons from 
the citizens as the musket was not 
only for home defense but needed 
to hunt and feed a family.  But how 
could those Founding Fathers have 
imagined an evolution from musket to 
machinegun?  

The Supreme Court occasionally 
revisits earlier rulings involving the 
Bill of Rights. I wish those nine judges 
would agree to hear arguments from 
both sides of the 2nd Amendment issue, 
especially on how a “well-regulated 
militia” evolved into allowing a 
mentally sick nineteen-year-old 
having the legal right to buy an AR15. 
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Archie’s Wok - “A feeling of serenity... very soothing... like an 
Oriental patio... extremely comfortable... subtle, intriguing flavors... 
care to detail... cuisine of the Philippines, with delicate touches of Thai 
and Chinese... some of the best exotic cocktails around.” 

Chez Elena - “...a privileged location, with an interesting history... 
international cuisine... pastas and salads... Mexican specialties from 
Veracruz and the Yucatan... excellent service, prices accessible to all... 
the patio setting with all its gardens, unique rooftop bar/terrace with 
unsurpassable view, an unforgettable event.”

Coco Tropical - “Right on the beach... Great for serious, first rate 
people watching... The sound of the waves, subtle lights, discreet and 
efficient service, fabulous menu and quality of every dish therein... 
Fully stocked bar for that special, refreshing drink in the middle of the 
day...” 

D’z Route 66 – “…without doubt the most fun place… totally 
renovated… soda bar, photos of the 50’s, 45 rpm records, memorabilia 
…and the best music – especially if you’re a Baby Boomer… familiar 
items like burgers (humungous), hot dogs & pizzas, chicken wings & 

strips, finger-lickin’ good ribs, Philly Cheese Steak & traditional Club 
sandwiches, Root Beer floats, shakes, banana splits, sundaes, etc… 
Even passers-by stop to listen and sing along to the music!”

Frankies Restaurant – “The best Italian we’ve had here… such 
great food… The service is great… portions are generous… Fettuccini 
Alfredo was one of the best ever as was the rigatoni with red sauce and 
mushrooms.”

Hacienda Alemana Frankfurt - “A beautiful open-air garden 
setting... portions are huge... the Apfelstrudel rated an “A”... authentic 
good and hearty German fare at reasonable prices in an unexpectedly 
delightful little tropical oasis of peace and serenity.” 

Heidelberg – “We found this little place across from Capt. Don’s 
while listening to music.  They had just remodeled and they have a 
brick oven for pizzas and their crust is wonderful!  We visited 2 nights 
during our stay and had pizza to go once and once we stayed in.  The 
owner is wonderfully welcoming and accommodating.  This is now 
one of our favorite places and we’ll visit again!  Give them a try!” 

Trio – “Rich woods, frescoes reminiscent of Tuscany and trompe 
l’oeil details, comfortable upholstered chairs, crisp white tablecloths 
and napkins, glistening tableware, and the most mouth-watering aromas 
wafting by as the courteous, efficient wait staff comes in carrying one 
succulent dish after another… The Mediterranean fare and décor of 
this Five Star Diamond Award winner stand alone in Vallarta.”
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Bambinos Trattoria is gaining 
momentum as a new favorite spot 
to dine, drink and listen to great 
music in the Romantic Zone on 
the south side of town.  There are 
many places to enjoy a good eat, 
however the Bambinos Trattoria 
experience has customers coming 
back for more!  The menu offers 
selections such as Salmon in Lemon 
Cream sauce, Italian-style pizza, 
melt-in-your-mouth Carpaccio and 
delicious Caprese salad.

“The Salmon in lemon-cream 
sauce was perfectly done.  My 
friends raved about the Bambinos 
Specialty Pasta dish… Even 
the kids ate every slice of their 
Pepperoni Pizza.  These guys 
have struck a nice chord with their 
Chef team!” commented Lázzaro’s 
wife, Christina Larson, after 
dinner on a Saturday evening. “My 
friends loved the bite of Lemon-
Cream Salmon I gave them so 
they ordered their own plate! The 
Trattoria is a HIT!” 

Don’t miss your chance to 
experience the home-style cooking 
of the Bambinos Trattoria, while 
listening to one of Los Bambinos’ 
six weekly shows. 

On Monday and Tuesday nights, 
Los Bambinos perform Beatle 
Mania, Tribute to the Beatles. 
Wednesdays & Thursdays Big Girls 
Don’t Cry featuring Frankie 
Valli and the Four Seasons and 
Friday & Saturday nights invite 
you to get your dancing shoes on 
for Fiesta Latina!  Each of their 
shows highlights the tasteful mix 
of traditional and International 
tunes that Vallarta loves about this 
talented group.

Los Bambinos are pleased to offer 
their concerts at their restaurant 
venue: Bambinos Trattoria 
(www.bambinostrattoria.com).  
Come hungry for an authentic 
Italian meal, and leave pleased 
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as you are served by a talented 
kitchen team and dedicated wait-
staff.  Stay tuned to Facebook 
(losbambinostrattoria) and find 
un-biased reviews on TripAdvisor.  
Bambinos Trattoria is located at 
314 Aguacate, at the corner of 
Carranza street in the Romantic 
Zone, just before Mundo de 
Azulejos.  For the show, please 
reserve your tickets now: Online 
at www.losbambinosmusic.com 
or call 222-4357.  English spoken.  
Seating is limited. 
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The entire team at El Arrayán wants you to know that its popular Traditional 
Mexican Cooking Classes are ongoing.  Co-owner Carmen Porras and Chef 
Diego Sánchez teach a wide range of Mexican classical dishes.  They use over 
50 different recipes from diverse regions in Mexico.  In addition to the very 
authentic dishes taught before, different regional variations on moles, tamales, 
fresh salsas and desserts will be cooked.  For the Fall/Winter 2017-2018 
calendar, please visit: http://elarrayan.com.mx/en/cooking-classes/

If you like to eat Mexican food and would like to learn how to cook it as 
beginner, or even if you are an experienced cook, the team teaches for all 
proficiency levels.  If you just want to take notes or you are eager to give our 
chef a hand and you are ready to learn the secrets from the pros, this class is 
definitely for you!  You can learn proper cooking techniques, culture & history 
of ingredients, as well as Mexican culinary traditions.  Learn in El Arrayan’s all 
stainless steel professional kitchen and bring the flavors of authentic Mexican 
cuisine to your home, while you have a lot of fun at the same time.

For both types of classes, you will be learning and having for lunch:
Appetizer, main course, dessert & fresh salsa.  All very traditional Mexican 

food recipes.  You may also have the chance to make tortillas with fresh corn 
masa, if time allows.

Description of Cooking Classes
Breakfast + Tour + Class + Lunch on Mondays: Meet at El Arrayán at 9.30 

a.m.  Go for traditional Mexican breakfast, visit to the market & tortilla factory.  
Come back to El Arrayán, receive printed recipes in English and embroidered 
apron.  Receive hands on instruction in English.  Have lunch of what was cooked.  
Includes one drink or one glass Mexican red or white wine.  Transportation is 
included from: restaurant to breakfast to market & back to restaurant.  Usually 
finished around 2.45 p.m.

Class + Lunch on Thursday or Saturday: Meet at El Arrayán at 11 a.m.  
Receive printed recipes in English and embroidered apron.  Receive hands on 
instruction in English.  Have lunch of what was cooked.  Includes one drink or 
one glass Mexican red or white wine.  Usually finished around 2.45 p.m.

About El Arrayán:
This is a Mexican restaurant with soul and an intimate setting, established 

in Vallarta since 2003, offering a rich variety of authentic Mexican dining 
options, where only the best recipes are cooked with the freshest ingredients.  
This makes it a proud representative of Mexican cuisine, declared by UN’s 
UNESCO “Intangible Heritage of Humanity” in 2010.

344 Allende, downtown, just 4 blocks from the Malecón. Open from 5:30 
to 11 p.m.  Closed on Tuesdays.  Reservations: http://elarrayan.com.mx/en/
reservation/ or call 222-7195.  Visa, MasterCard & American Express accepted.

* TripAdvisor 4.5 Points, Certificate of Excellence, * AAA Approved 3 Diamond 
Award, * Listed in Fodor’s, Frommer’s, Lonely Planet, * FB www.facebook.com/
elarrayan/ Twitter #elarrayanpv, @elarrayanpv, Instagram: #elarrayanpv
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Giselle Bellanger RN, LCSW

RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is available 
for appointments in person, by phone, 
or by skype webcam. Contact info: 
ggbelangerpv@gmail.com  Mex cell: 
044 (322) 138-9552 or US cell: (312) 914-5203

Giselle Belanger

I will never forget when I was 
going through a very difficult and 
challenging time, a friend of mine 
quoted something he had heard in 
AA, that “life is a process, not a 
series of events”, impressing upon 
me that things are not going to get 
better overnight and the answers 
don’t always come as quickly as 
we’d like.  I’ve never forgotten that 
and the more I experienced it, the 
more meaning and truth it seemed 
to have.  I soon learned the depth 
and value of staying in the process; 
of permitting it and eventually of 
actually inviting it.  I learned to 
embrace it.

Life is a process, 
not a series of events

If we live from one event to 
another, then we miss all of the 
lessons from the experiences in 
between, making it impossible to 
appreciate how we arrived and 
therefore impossible to gain the 
knowledge, the lessons, nor the 
insights which are essential to our 
growth.  The journey, the process, is 
where the important substance lies. 
In other words, “it’s the journey, 
not the destination”.

Allow the process 
We must allow the process and 

stop trying to control it.  We must 
trust that we are supposed to go 
through it. The process is necessary 
for many reasons.  We should not 
try to rush it or make it end sooner.  
The process brings us answers to 
questions, provides experiences 
which clarify, validate, and teach. In 
order to allow the process, we must 
be tolerant and patient.  That does 
not mean be passive or inactive.  It 
requires that we determine what is 
in our control and what is not, so 
that we do what we can during the 
process while we wait for more to 
be revealed. 

How many of you feel pressured 
to make a decision because you 
feel so uncomfortable, anxious, 
and frustrated with the situation 
that you want to hurry up and get 
it over with, and so you hastily 
force a decision?  People seem to 
do this with some of life’s biggest 
issues and challenges, like should 
I get divorced, should I leave my 
job, should I live somewhere else.  
These are not the type of decisions 
that should be rushed.  A person 
has to live with the consequences 

of all of their decisions and these 
consequences can be drastic and 
sometimes catastrophic. 

Respect the process
We must also learn to respect 

the process. We must respect the 
lessons and opportunities it brings.  
Once you respect it, you will stop 
trying to control it.  If everything 
happens for a reason, if there are no 
coincidences, and we accept that, 
then the next thing is to question and 
discover the reasons, the answers, 
the lessons and the insights.  Once 
we understand and grasp those 
lessons and insights, we can move 
on. If we do not learn them, then we 
will repeat them.  Life will bring 
around other situations for us to 
experience them again, except this 
time much more intensely and more 
painfully, until we learn the lesson.  
It is amazing how many times some 
us choose to go through something 
before we learn from it.

Cannot control outcome
We cannot control outcome.  We 

all have the natural tendency to try 
to control outcome by controlling 
the feelings, thoughts and actions 
of others.  We have the need to 
get them to do something or say 
something in order to create a 
certain outcome to make us feel 
better; less anxious, less fearful.  
Many of us become so obsessed 
with controlling the outcome that 
we are not able to even consider 
the possibility that what we think 
we want or the way we think 
things should be, may not be best.  
Sometimes what we expect is 
not in our best or highest interest.  
Sometimes we don’t know what 
is best for us and we are unable to 
remain humble enough to realize 
that or to step back and allow other 
information to be presented to us. 

 
Tolerance

All of this requires varying 
degrees of tolerance, patience, and 
most importantly humility. 

When you don’t know the 
answer, when you are unsure of 
what you should do, or are afraid 
of what decision to make, you can 
positively reframe it by telling 
yourself that “the good news is 
that I don’t have to know today”.  
Remaining humble is essential 
because we do not always know 
what is best for us, and that which 
we expect to happen does not, and 
we immediately feel disappointed.  
Instead, remain calm, confidently 
knowing that the answers will come 
and you will make better decisions 
because of allowing the process 
and remaining open. 

Remain open
However, the key is to remain 

open.  So often, the answers, 
messages, and lessons, may not 
look, sound, or feel, the way we 
expect and if we aren’t open we 
will miss them, possibly even reject 
them.  In order to prevent this, we 
must let go of certain images and 
ideas and make the conscious effort 
to step back and receive what is 
presented without allowing fear or 
preconceived ideas or judgments to 
get in the way.  

Look forward to each day and 
what is yet to unfold with joyful 
curiosity instead of feeling anxious.  
There is a sense of calm in curiously 
waiting to see what happens next 
or what is revealed next, instead 
of worrying about it and being 
consumed with anxious thoughts of 
“what if ”. 
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Is located in Plaza Marina, Local B-10.  
Open Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Tel:  221-1607.  
www.holisticbiospa.com  
Email:  Info@holistic-bio-spa.com

Zoli 
Hargitai, 
owner / 

founder of 
The Holistic 

Bio Spa

The Holistic Bio Spa

Jake Ames MD, HMD

I have found these natural treatments for degenerative arthritis to 
help.  They also don’t cost much.

If you have arthritis in your knees or ankles, the first thing you 
need to find out is if you’re out of alignment.  If your car’s tires are 
out of alignment, you will have abnormal wear on your tires.  The 
same goes with us.  An excellent chiropractor, osteopath or Rolfer 
should be able to correct this problem.  The same goes with shoes.  
Shoes should have thin bendable soles, so your feet can move.  You 
can now buy barefoot walking shoes.

Try this recipe
1:  Collagen Powder 2-3 tablespoons twice a day with meals
2:  Gelatin 2 -3 tablespoons twice a day if not taking 
     collagen powder.
3:  Bone Broth 8 ounces a day (possible lead contamination)
4:  Glucosamine sulfate 1,000 mg three times a day
5:  MSM Powder 1 tablespoon a day
6:  Myristin (Cetyl Myristoleate) 2 capsules twice a day
7:  Manganese picolinate 15-30 mg a day
8:  Bio Sil 6 drops in water three times a day
9:  Copper salicylate 
     (YouTube “Power of Copper” – HerbsPlusBeadWorks)
10: Copper wrists and ankle bracelets.
11: Copper sebacate or copper glycenate 4 mg a day
12: Drink water from a 100% copper container 
      (check RBC copper and RBC zinc every few months)
13: Wobenzyme N 10 caps empty stomach twice a day
14: Neodymium magnets, North or South.  Muscle test to see
      which side makes you strong.  If both sides make you strong, 
      use the North side against your skin.  The “South Pole” 
      of the compass needle (labeled North) points to the 
      North Pole of the magnet.  

15: Urine Fasting according to Armstrong 
      (book – “The Water of Life” by Armstrong).  
       This is my most power remedy for arthritis.  
       Also, apply topical urine according to Armstrong’s protocol.
16: Dr. Jan Kwasniewski’s ketogenic diet 
      (book – “Homo Optimus” by Jan Kwasniewski, M.D.)
16: Plasma Rich Platelets (PRP)
17:  Prolozone Therapy according 
       to Frank Shallenberger, MD, HMD

Arthritis pain will usually considerably lessen with the above 
protocols.  I have seen this therapy help all of my degenerative 
arthritis patients.

Eye exam and lens tting by specialists

Contact lenses and Large collection of modern
European frames

We are your best option in quality and prices!

Francisco I. Madero #396
(Corner of Aguacate)

Tel. (322) 223 2995  eye-metrics@hotmail.comEXPRESS SERVICE(S
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Krystal Frost

For questions and comments - 
Cell: 322 116-9645, 
Email: krystal.frost73@hotmail.com

Krystal Frost

First of all, thanks to all who 
wrote me about last week’s article 
“A Bitter spill to Swallow”.  This 
is proof that more folks are on 
board with taking their health 
back into their own hands and 
out of the industrial medicine 
machine.  First is back to basics… 
and diet!

I use to avoid bananas for the 
simple reason of its high content 
of sugars and carbs.  Now I see 
bananas as a super food, already 
packaged and ready to take along 
with me to give me a boost when 
my agenda keeps me running.  

It helps to have a few varieties 
growing in the back yard. 

Here are some banana facts that 
can surprise you.

Bananas, containing three 
natural sugars, sucrose, fructose 
and glucose combined with 
fiber, give an instant, sustained 
and substantial boost of energy.  
Research has proven that just two 
bananas provide enough energy for 
a strenuous 90-minute workout.  
No wonder the banana is the 
number one fruit with the world’s 
leading athletes.  Energy is not 
the only way a banana can help us 
keep fit.  It can also help overcome 
or prevent a substantial number of 

illnesses and conditions, 
making it a must to add to 
our daily diet.

Depression - According 
to a recent survey amongst 
people suffering from 
depression, many felt 
better after eating a banana.  
This is because bananas 
contain tryptophan, a type 
of protein that the body 
converts into serotonin, 
known to make you relax 
and improve your mood, 
generally making you feel 
happier.

Anemia - High in iron, 
bananas con stimulate the 
production of hemoglobin 
in the blood and so helps 
in cases of anemia.

Blood Pressure - This 
tropical fruit is extremely 
high in potassium yet 
low in salt, making it 
the perfect food to help 
control blood pressure.  

So much so, the US Food and 
Drug Administration (I always 
wondered why they lump food 
and drugs together) has allowed 
the banana industry to make 
official claims for its ability to 
reduce the risk of blood pressure 
and stroke.

Constipation - High is fiber, 
including bananas in the diet can 
help restore normal bowel action, 
helping to overcome the problem 
without resorting to laxatives.

Hangovers - Well, if you must 
know… One of the quickest ways 
of curing a hangover is to make 
a banana milkshake, sweetened 
with honey.  The banana calms 
the stomach, and with the help 
of the honey, builds up depleted 
blood sugar levels, while the milk 
soothes and re-hydrates your 
system.

Heartburn - Bananas have a 
natural antacid effect in the body, 
so if you suffer from heartburn, try 
eating a ripe banana for soothing 
relief.

Mosquito bites - The locals 
do not reach for the insect bite 
cream, but rub the affected area 
with the inside of a banana skin.  
Many people find it amazingly 
affective in reducing swelling and 
irritation.

Nerves - Bananas are high in 
the B vitamins that help calm and 
restore the nervous system.

Ulcers - The banana is used as 
the dietary food against intestinal 
disorders because of its soft 
texture and smoothness.  It is the 
only raw fruit that can be eate3n 
without distress in over-chronicler 
cases.  It also neutralizes over-
acidity and reduces irritation by 
coating the lining of the stomach.

Temperature control - Many 
cultures see bananas as a 
cooling fruit that can lower 
both the physical and emotional 
temperature of expectant mothers.  

In Thailand, for example, 
pregnant women eat bananas to 
ensure their baby is born with a 
cool temperament.

Seasonal Affective Disorder 
(SAD) - Let your friends up 
north know that bananas con help 
SAD sufferers because again, 
they contain the natural mood 
enhancer, tryptophan.

Stress - Potassium is a vital 
mineral which helps normalize 
the heartbeat, sends oxygen to the 
brain, and regulates your body’s 
water balance.  When we are 
stressed our metabolic rate rises, 
thereby reducing our potassium 
levels.  These can be rebalanced 
with the help of a high potassium 
banana snack.

Strokes - According to research 
in The New England Journal of 
Medicine, eating bananas as part 
of a regular diet can cut the risk of 
having a stroke by as much as 40%.

So, a banana really is a natural 
remedy for many ills.  When 
you compare it to an apple, it 
has four times the protein, twice 
the carbohydrates, three times 
the phosphorus, five times the 
vitamin A and iron, and twice the 
other vitamins and minerals.  It is 
also rich in potassium and is one 
of the best value foods around.

We have a number of varieties 
available locally, pear bananas, 
which are rounder and shorter 
than the portador, or the store 
variety, red skinned, which can 
be steamed then mashed, a Cuban 
stable, Plantain, ripe or green, 
Dominiques, which are the little 
bananas kids love... among others.  

Thank you, Margaret.  
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Gil Gevins

is the author of five hilarious books, 
including his latest and greatest, 1967: The 
Autumn, and the cult-classic, PUERTO 
VALLARTA ON 49 BRAIN CELLS A DAY. 
Signed copies of all Gil’s books are available 
at LUCY’S CUCU CABAÑA, located at 295 
Basilio Badillo. Or on Amazon. They will 
make you laugh out loud!

Gil Gevins
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As I was deplaning at the airport 
in Mexico City, a chirpy Aeroscareo 
employee approached and asked if I 
had a connecting flight that day. Yes, 
I told her, I’m catching a plane to 
Puerto Vallarta.

“In that case, señor, you will have 
to leave the secure portion of the 
airport, and reenter it again. Your 
flight is departing from our brand-new 
Terminal Two. It just opened an hour 
ago. Isn’t it exciting?”

“Do you mean,” I demanded, “that the 
airport has an un-secure area? And this 
‘brand-new’ terminal. Is that ‘brand-
new’ as in, untried and untested?”

When (after walking several miles) 
I arrived at Terminal Two, I was 
overcome with a profound sense of 
unreality. Everything was so virginal 
and pristine, it looked like a movie set. 
Most of the commercial spaces stood 
eerily empty. 

But most unsettling of all were the 
dozens of Aerorscareo employees 
standing inertly about, motionless, 
with glued-on smiles and mildly 
deranged eyes. 

How, I wondered, did Aeroscareo 
manage to procure forty-eight Stepford 
Wives? No wonder their finances were 
in tatters.

A hundred monitors listing 
departures and arrivals hung from 
the ceiling, a swarm of giant mutated 
insects. I stopped under one and found 
my flight to Vallarta. It was on-time, 
scheduled to depart from gate blank in 
about an hour. 

I decided to go to the bathroom, 
which was (needless to say) cleaner 
than a saint’s conscience. The toilet 
seats were, in fact, still enclosed in their 
factory wrappers. When I deflowered 
one, my nostrils were treated to that 
wonderful “new toilet seat smell”, 
which brought back so many fond 
childhood memories of various 
recently-unwrapped plastic objects.

Back out on the gleaming esplanade, 
I checked the monitor again. My flight 
was…gone! Vanished from the rotating 
list! This discovery, despite thirty-five 
years of living in Mexico, alarmed me 
to the point where I felt compelled to 
approach one of the multitudinous 
Aeroscareo counters, and inform the 
agent that I had a question.

“A question?” she said uneasily.
“Yes. My flight disappeared from 

the monitor, and I was wondering…is 
there a problem?”

“No, señor,” she said, reading off a 
three-by-five card, “everything is fine.”

“That’s good news,” I said, “if it’s 
true. So, my flight is leaving on time?”

“Yes, señor. Unless there’s a delay.”
“And my gate number would be?”
Her smile froze. Her eyes went 

blank. “Gate?” she said dully, like a 
brainwashed Fox News devotee.

“Yes, you know,” I explained, “the 
place with all the chairs? Where 
people wait to board their planes?”

“I am very sorry, señor, but I do not 
have that information at this time.”

“I see. Well, perhaps you could get 
on your radiophone and find out? My 
flight leaves in half an hour.”

To her credit she did, eventually, get 
on the radio and attempt to discover 
my gate number. As did the subsequent 
agents I asked. Finally, agent number 
five, a confident young woman, was able 
to deliver the goods. “Gate Sixty-Six,” 
she announced. “You better hurry.”

Not entirely reassured, I set off at 
once in search of the promised gate. 
On my way up and down the miles of 
immaculate marble floor, I repeatedly 
checked the monitors for my flight. It 
was still gone.

After covering the entire area 
twice, I was forced to the ineluctable 
conclusion that the highest gate 
number in Terminal Two was “Sixty-
three”. Totally disoriented now, and 
with my flight due to take off in fifteen 

minutes, I went back to the confident 
gal and informed her that gate sixty-
six did not exist.

“Do you think,” she inquired, 
“maybe, they left off a six?”

“You’re asking me?” 
“Well, yes, señor. You seem so well-

informed.”
“666 is the sign of the devil,” I told 

her. “Is this a direct flight to hell? Or 
from hell?”

“The sign of the devil?” she said, 
crossing herself.

After much prodding, I convinced 
her to get back on the radio. Four 
calls later, she had the information I 
required. “Please proceed to Gate 52,” 
she said.

“That’s my gate?”
“No, but someone there will tell you 

what to do next.”
No, she wasn’t joking. I arrived at 

Gate 52 five minutes before my flight 
was scheduled to depart, and was 
told by the clone behind the counter 
that at any moment someone would 
be leading me to a bus. Which would 
take me back to Terminal One. From 
which location my flight would depart. 
Sometime in the near future.

It was then that I noticed a small 
group of foreigners all huddled 
together across the way with varying 
degrees of terror stamped on their 
faces. Either they are on my flight, 
I thought, or else they’ve just been 
informed that Donald Jr. will be flying 
their plane.

Striding purposefully over to 
the gaggle of dazed and confused 
travelers, I asked, “Anybody waiting 
for a flight to Puerto Vallarta?”

Had Jesus Christ appeared among 
them with Get Out of Alabama Free 
cards, they could not have been more 
relieved, or more anxious to make 
my acquaintance. “Yes! Yes! Yes!” 
they cried.

Never in my life had I commanded 
the absolute attention of so many 
people. I paused, savoring the moment. 
Then I said, “Folks, I have good news. 
And I have even better news. Now, 
you may have noticed that something 
odd seems to be going on here at the 
airport today.” Yes, yes, yes, they all 
said. “Well,” I continued, “there is, I 
am happy to say, a simple and innocent 
explanation. Contrary to appearances, 
the entire staff of Aeroscareo has not 
been lobotomized. They are, in fact, 
actors, filming a movie called, The 
Mendoza Wives, a story…”

“What about our flight?” a man 
called out. 

“The plane is almost on time,” I 
reassured him. “The pilot’s location, 
however, is uncertain. But don’t 
worry. They’ve got it narrowed down 
to twelve bars and a brothel. Who 
wants a Xanax?”
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EMERGENCY
Phone Numbers
PUERTO VALLARTA & RIVIERA NAYARIT

Emergency Line: 911

297.7224

178-8999 / Emergency: 911

178-8800 / Emergency: 222-1527
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Solution to crossword on page 43

Solution to Sudoku on page 43

AEROTRON                  226-8440   
AIR CANADA   01 800 719-2827
AIR TRANSAT 01 800 900-1431
ALASKA           01 800 252-7522 
AMERICAN      01 800 904-6000
CONTINENTAL         See United
DELTA              01 800 266-0046
FRONTIER        01 800 432-1359
INTERJET         01 800 011-2345
SUN COUNTRY   01 800 924-6184
UNITED             01 800 864-8331
US AIRWAYS    01 800 428-4322
AEROMEXICO  01 800 021-4000
SOUTHWEST    01 800 435 9792
WESTJET           01 800 514 7288
VOLARIS            01 551 102-8000

Airline Directory

Sunday Church Services
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can be found at CANMEX Computers. 
www.RonnieBravo.com Sales, Repairs, 
Data Recovery, Networking, Wi-Fi, hardware 
upgrades, Graphic Design, House-calls 
available. Cellular 044-322-157-0688 
or just email to Canmex@Gmail.com

Ronnie Bravo

Judging by the “bad news” I’ve 
had to break to a few clients the past 
few months, that their computer hard 
drive has died and their data is lost, 
it’s time revisit our friend the backup.  
You have all the time in the world to 
back up your important documents 
and photos when your computer is 
running perfectly - it’s just a matter 
of getting into the habit. 

When there’s a problem, it’s a panic 
situation as to whether one of a kind 
grandchildren photos or tax returns 
can be recovered.  Often data can be 
retrieved, but sometimes it just can’t.  
Best to be prepared in case the worst 
does happen.  If the data on your 
computer is important to you, you 
should make the time to back it up.

Anyone who knows me, knows I’m 
a little OCD when it comes to MY 
data.  I don’t rely on just one location 
for my data.  For really important, 
irreplaceable photos and documents, 
I have them backed up in 2 or 3 
locations… some online in the form 
of email attachments to myself, a 
flash drive and an external hard drive.

So what are the best back-up options 
then?  For backing up locally, the 

external hard drive is your best bet for 
data storage these days.  You can get 
sizes to fit your need/budget.  A 1TB 
external hard drive starts at $75US and 
can go up to 2 and 3 Tetra Bytes (TB).  
But treat your external hard drive with 
care!  It is a sensitive device and if 
dropped, you can have a paperweight 
on your hands fairly easily.

Now as many of you know, I’m 
not the biggest fan of backing up to 
an online service as your only back-
up source.  But there is absolutely 
nothing wrong with using online 
backup in conjunction with a local 
back-up, as extra insurance.  Having 
your irreplaceable data saved in more 
than just one location only makes 
sense to me.

Another pitfall of cloud back-ups 
the past years was the cost.  For a free 
basic storage in the Cloud running 
a mere 2GB to 15GB from most 
sources, it left many people running 
out of space quickly.

So what are you options for Cloud 
storage and who is the leader in online 
backup?  The new buzz word in 
Cloud storage is UNLIMITED.  After 
years of high resolution photo taking 

and more videos these days, many 
of us are easily hitting the ceiling of 
online storage limits currently offered 
for free.

When I last wrote about this topic 
last summer, Amazon had a new 
entry level package of “Unlimited 
Photo” storage for just $11.99 per 
year or $.99 per month!  Well this 
was a great deal and the thought was, 
that this would pressure other cloud 
storage providers to play catch up - 
competition is always good. 

Well, funny enough, the opposite 
actually happened.  Late last year, 
Amazon quietly discontinued this 
amazing cost effective online storage 
program.  But why?  Huge demand 
causing server congestion?  Not likely 
as Amazon has more server space 
than Microsoft and Google combined. 
industry pressure?  possibly...

While those of you who signed up 
for Amazon Unlimited Photo online 
storage before the September change, 
were now being offered to sign up 
for Amazon’s 1TB Storage plan, 
which costs $60 a year (five times 
the original cost that they signed up 
for) or 100GB for the same $12US/
yr !?!  That’s almost a classic bait 
and switch as far as I’m concerned!  
Amazon Prime customers are now 
also being offered the standard old 
5GB free online storage.

So instead of creating competition 
in this category, the other main 
players seem to be basically remained 
unchanged pricing for their paid 
options.  I smell collusion here.  
Currently the very popular DropBox 
offers a paltry 2GB free Cloud storage.  
This was fine a few years ago, but most 
people now can take enough photos on 
a single vacation now to fill that 2GB 
limit without a problem. 

DropBox does offer a 1TB (1000 
GB) storage option for $10. US/month 
($99. US per year). Up until recently, 
Microsoft One Drive and Google 
Drive both offered 15 GB of free 
cloud storage, which included what 
your Hotmail and Gmail accounts use 
up.  But for some reason, Microsoft 
chose to downgrade their free One 
Drive to 5 GB storage.  Microsoft 

also did away with the 100 GB and 
200 GB paid packages and introduced 
a 50 GB paid storage for $2/month or 
$24US/year. 

I for one have already used 30% 
of my Google Drive with just my 
Gmail over the years and have yet to 
store a single photo or document up 
there.  YES… Like many people, I do 
need to do some housekeeping on my 
Gmail, which goes back to 2006.  The 
old line of “do as I say and not as I 
do” is haunting me as I type (ha-ha).

Google Drive does offer a paid 
extra storage at $2 US/month ($24 
US/year) for 100 GB storage.  They 
also have the same plan as DropBox 
for 1TB (1000 GB) storage option for 
$10. US/month ($120. US per year).

Apple’s iCloud has the same 
standard they’ve had for years.  5 GB 
free with a 50 GB paid package for 
$0.99/month or a 200 GB for $2.99/
month and 2 TB for $9.99/month.  
The paltry 2 GB or 5 GB free options 
above for online storage, will fill up 
fast even if you only take a modest 
amount of photos on your device. 

If planning on travelling with your 
smartphone or tablet and plan on 
taking plenty of keepsake photos, 
make sure you have a laptop handy to 
offload those memories to, or have a 
good online storage source in place to 
free up your device for more photos 
and videos.

That’s all my time for now… and 
I’m going for a margarita to calm 
down!  If you’d like to download this 
article or previous ones, you can do 
so at www.RonnieBravo.com and 
click on “articles”.  See you again 
next week... until then, remember: 
only safe Internet!



41

(Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

Stan Gabruk

Under big blue beautiful 
skies, Puerto Vallarta is a fishing 
wonderland right now.  Normally 
we have colder water at this time, 
so it’s interesting to see warm water 
species all over the area in 
their “off” season.  Yes, folks, 
Punta Mita is alive with some 
of the most desirable species 
we have, and they’re not too 
far out.  An 8-hour fishing trip 
can almost make you think 
it’s summer!  It doesn’t matter 
what you’re looking to catch, 
you have a shot, maybe a low 
percentage shot, but hey, it’s a 
shot, take a pic!

Last week, we were talking about 
this “clean green” water surrounding 
the blue water patches where you 
would find fish easily.  This week, 
the clean green is now a blue green 
which means the temperature of 
this water is a little warmer, which 
is really warm for this time of the 
year at 77 degrees.  This means 
you have a real chance at Sailfish, 
Dorado and Striped Marlin all 
around the area, especially at Punta 
Mita. Not guaranteed, but a 35% 
shot at Dorado and Marlin is a gift 
that should be appreciated.  Having 
said that, taking a heading of 330 to 
360 north from six to ten miles out, 
the Striped Marlin are in the 150-lb 
range and if lucky, they’ll take your 
bait.  Sailfish are in the 90 to 100-lb 
range and with a little luck you’ll find 
Dorado in the 35 to 40-lb range.  So 
what are your chances?  Somewhere 
around 30 to 35%.  In my book, in 
winter fishing, this is a great chance 
at something that is normally a Zero 
percentage catch.  Throw in the Jack 
Crevalle and the Pompano (20 lbs.) 
around the reefs.  Well worth the 
time and money.  Just make sure 
you’re heading out at a brisk pace 

and not skipping lures on the surface 
like some boat captains do to make 
you think you’re “fishing” when 
you’re really on a slow boat to the 
fishing grounds! 

Those inside the bay are still 
seeing outstanding fishing for a 
reasonable price.  We are seeing 
mostly Super pangas going out 
which is perfect for a four, six or 
eight-hour trip.  Not much shade to 
speak of but the boats are sound and 
affordable.  Family days are perfect 
for fishing days filled with Jack 
Crevalle to 40 lbs. in the bay, Sierra 
Mackerel to 30 lbs. and very tasty.  
Sailfish are being boated almost 
daily around Los Arcos and La 
Cruz, within reason that is.  Dorado 
have been caught in the 40-lb range 
and for some reason seem to be 
abundant.  Now remember: this is 
happening, but not to everyone, 
so be flexible on the species you 
target and you’ll have a day you’ll 
most likely never forget.  Bonito to 
35 lbs. are great tasting, wonderful 
fighters.  Interesting thing about the 
Jack Crevalle is they’re full of eggs 
so we’ve seen days when they take 
baits, then days when they don’t.  
Then of course there are days when 
they will hit anything.  It’s weird, 
but be patient.  Frankly there are lots 
of fish in the area … and whales!  
Just a reminder, whales are fun to be 

around and check out, but there are 
never any fish around them as they 
think they’ll be breakfast or lunch!  
So don’t expect to catch any fish 
around whales, amigo, fishing 101.  
Time to “bust a move”, amigos, and 
get out there already!

We’re still seeing massive 
amounts of bait in and around the 
bay.  Krill Squid and Shrimp are 
thick and everywhere, basically 
it’s whale food.  Sardines, Flying 
fish and Squid are just some of the 

baits available.  When talking about 
Squid, the bait boats off the Punta 
Mita point are selling scoops of 
3-inch Squid for about 20 dollars, 
but you get like 20 to 25 squids so 
that’s not gouging.  If you have these 
squid, you have fish, hands down, 
everything is hitting these Squid, 
so be smart.  Either get to the fish 
market and get some dead squid or 
get to the Punta Mita bait boat, either 
way you’ll increase your chances 
fivefold!  Water temperatures are 
still hovering around 77 degrees, 
that’s in the bay and at the deep 
water fishing grounds.  

Anything close to 80 degrees at 
this time of the year is kinda freakish.  
The bite is moving back to the 10 to 
11 a.m. time frame.  But it can last 
into the afternoon hours.  So getting 
up too early has no advantage. 

We’re still sharing boats and 
smoking fish, amigos.  If you want 
to save some money, contact us 
and we’ll “hook you up” with 
another person or couple making it 
affordable and productive fishing 
trips.  For the smoked fish, give us a 

call on the way in and we will 
get a person to pick up the fish.  

We need three days to smoke 
them and get them back, so 
keep this important fact in 
mind.  Our number is at the 
bottom of the article, feel free 
to use it!  You get half your fish 
back in payment, now imagine 
what that means if you boat 
a Striped Marlin!  Call us for 
details, or fire an email, they 

both work.
Until next week, don’t forget to 

kiss Your Fish!

Web page:  www.MasterBaiters.
com.mx  Local Phone at: (044) 
322 779-7571.  Facebook: 
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / p a g e s /
Master-Bai ters-Spor t f i sh ing-
Tackle/88817121325 

The trade name Master Baiter’s ® 
Sportfishing and Tackle is protected 
under trade mark law and is the sole 
property of Stan Gabruk and Carlos 
Soberon. 
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Tommy Clarkson

https://www.facebook.com/
olabrisagardens?ref=hl

In Manzanillo, visit Ola Brisa Gardens, 
Tommy and Patty’s verdant, multi-terraced 
tropical paradise nestled on a hill overlooking 
the magnificent vista of Santiago Bay.  
Leisurely meander its curved, paved path, 
experiencing, first hand, a delicious array 
of palms, plants and flowers from all over 
the world.  Or e-mail questions to him at 
olabrisa@gmail.com  For back issues of 
“Roots”, gardening tips, tropical plant book or 
to schedule a tropical garden lunch, please 
visit www.olabrisagardens.com

Tommy Clarkson

 https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_
Review-g150791-d5984161-Reviews-Ola_
Brisa_Gardens-Manzanillo_Pacific_Coast.html

(This beauty’s origin? Madagascar, 
maybe. Southern Asia, perhaps. New 
Britain, closer perchance. Or is it, in 
fact, Australia?  Finding definitive, 
confirmation of this plant’s beginnings 
is more difficult than locating native 
palm trees in North Dakota!)

Let’s agree on that last “Down 
Under” locale. Thus, with my best 
Aussie accent, I’ll say that “It’s fair 
dinkum that I’m a lizard drinking 
trying to understand this dog’s 
breakfast of the ridgy-didge name for 
this tree.”  (Good for you if you can 
figure that out!)

Actually, members of the Pandanus 
genus are not trees - such as oak, apple 
or pine - but rather, monocots and 
distantly related to palms, bananas, 
true pineapples and lilies.

The origin of the name Pandanus 
comes from the Indonesian/Malay 
name of the tree, “Pandan.” But for 
such a “confused name” plant, it’s 
an attractive garden addition - in the 
right location!

This fascinating plant is one of 
approximately 600 - 750 salt-tolerant 
vine and tree-type species that grow 
wild, primarily by watercourses or 
along coastal seashores. The first part 
of its common name is derived from 
the manner in which its long leaves 
grow and arrange themselves in a 
rather, pleasing in appearance, screw-
like manner. 

Their interesting-looking, prop roots 
are nature’s way of lending support for 
those of this species choosing to live on 
beaches. In The Tropical Look, Robert 
Lee Riffle succinctly states, “Aerial, 

Pandanus veitchii ‘Variegata’
Family:  Pandanaceae

Also known as:  Variegated Hala, 
Screw Palm or Pandanus Palm

The Variegated Screw Pine can grow 
to between 20 to 26 feet in height, 

so selecting the right location 
is a major consideration.

stilt and brace roots are produced 
from the lower portions of the 
trunks and mature plants are usually 
broader than they are wide with the 
branches spreading horizontally like 
a Strangler Fig.”

Unlike the wholly green Pandanus 
utilis that has spiny barbs on its leaf 
edges; those of the Pandanus veitchii 
‘Variegata’ are totally smooth. The 
former variety, however, does, sport 
sharply toothed margins on, often 
pleated, razor-like sword-shaped 
leaves.  And to make it worse there’s 
another row of teeth along the midrib.  
Suffice it to say, these aren’t a “Let’s 
hold fronds by the campfire and sing 
Kumbaya” type of plant pals!  The 
Variegated Screw Pine is much more 
one’s friend!

Pandanus are unisexual (single-
sexed) with inflorescences on different 
plants, preferring hot, dry conditions.  
They are, nonetheless, highly 
adaptable plants with specimens 
growing quite large, twenty to twenty-
six feet (6.1 to 7.92 meters) in height. 
Hence location must be considered if 
planted in one’s gardens.

Its large roundish fruits resemble 
pine cones or pineapples (Might this 
be where the “Pine” name came 
from? Me thinks perhaps!)  While 
these fruits are green when young they 
turn a yellow, orange or brownish-
orange when ripe.  As on-line, 
Australian naturalist Outback Joe has 
observed, “The fruit separates into…
incredibly hard… wedges… housing 
several small almond like nuts [that] 
are incredibly hard and difficult to 
extract.  [These] taste good though, 
with a flavour similar to almonds [and 
are] high in fat and protein so provide 
good energy, if you can get to it.”

They’re drought tolerant, but like 
any plant, they’ll do much better with 
regular watering - but don’t expect 
them to grow super-fast!  

The easiest method of propagation 
is by cuttings which root readily when 
placed directly in the soil.

The leaves are used for weaving 
clothing material, baskets, mats, and 
shelters.  I’ve read that mashed leaves 
can be used to cure headaches when 
tied around the head - I’m trying to 
picture that!  Seeds from the large, 
pineapple-like fruit can be ground 
into flour.  And, it’s said to be used for 
treating inflammation by wrapping the 
leaves around the swollen area.  Other 
sources, to which I have turned, cite 
that various handicrafts are made from 
them such as bags, hats, pocketbooks, 
umbrellas and dolls.... one even asserts 
that sails have been made from them!

There are around thirty species 
of Pandanus growing in Australia’s 
tropical and sub-tropical climes.  
The ancient Burarra people of that 
continent use the plant to make fish 
traps.  Some of those original residents 
made dye from the roots and used it in 
rock art painting.  And, those crafty 
aboriginals clearly have long believed 
in “waste not, want not” as they used 
the top leaves for baskets, ate the fruit, 
and then employed the dead trunks 
to carry fire with them in the form of 
smoldering embers which were of use 
the entire day!

That all having been said, should 
you have one for your own garden?  
Yep, if you’ve ample space!

The long, striped and quite attractive 
leaves of the Pandanus veitchii 
‘Variegata’ are totally smooth.

The all green Pandanus utilis sports 
sharply toothed margins on razor-like 

sword-shaped leaves.



Solution to Crossword 
on Page 39

Solution to Sudoku on Page 39

Sudoku is a logic-based placement puzzle.

The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each 
row, column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box). 

Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits 
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain 
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.

It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they 
might improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental 
decline and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48

49 50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

Across

1. Hardly high-class

6. Tiny tribesman

11. Medicine givers, 
for short

14. Stan's partner in comedy

15. Ham's need

16. Feed bag tidbit

17. Callisto and Europa, 
to Jupiter

18. Borneo critter

19. Alcott of women's golf

20. "What's up, Doc?" 
speaker

22. The Dow, e.g.

24. Remote button

25. Building beam

26. Take turns

29. Tweak

33. "Laugh-In" actress

34. Plants

35. Cambodia's Lon ___

36. Mamie's man

37. Less ornate

39. Brokaw's network

40. Born, in bios

41. Bizarre

42. Sandwich shop

43. Completely accurate

45. Tied fast

47. Shoots the breeze

48. Return for a buck?

49. Cornered

51. "Sufferin' succotash!" 
speaker

56. Phi follower

57. Fly-catching bird

59. Oarlock

60. Cigarette ingredient

61. Brain waves

62. Sent flowers to, say

63. Norm: Abbr.

64. 20 Questions turn

65. Held the deed to

Down

1. Egyptian pyramid, e.g.

2. Moises of baseball

3. Drano target

4. Father or brother

5. "Agreed. However ..."

6. Lying facedown

7. Tall tale

8. Aussie greeting

9. Degree div.

10. "I'm smarter than the 
average ..." speaker

11. "Beep, beep!" speaker

12. With 50- and 53-
Down, apt title for this puzzle

13. Charon's river

21. Sport ___ (modern 
vehicle)

23. ___ King Cole

25. Memo phrase

26. African charger

27. Like some old buckets

28. "I tawt I taw a puddy 
tat!" speaker

29. Bat one's eyelashes, say

30. Actress Skye

31. High-minded

32. Heston epic

34. Lot in life

37. "Th-th-th-that's all, 
folks!" speaker

38. Schleps

42. Where a boxer might 
be champion
44. Directions-giving org.

45. Dallas hoopster, briefly

46. Pug's combo

48. Grace word

49. Play makers?

50. See 12-Down

51. Popeye's ___'pea

52. Those for

53. See 12-Down

54. Robt. ___

55. Funny Foxx

58. College Web site suffix
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