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NOTE:

If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never 
quite got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at 
the maps on this page, you will note that PV  (as the locals call it) is on 
the west coast of Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas - 
one of the largest bays in this country - which includes southern part of 
the state of Nayarit to the north and the northern part of Jalisco to the 
south. Thanks to its privileged location -sheltered by the Sierra Madre 
mountains- the Bay is well protected against the hurricanes spawned in 
the Pacific.  Hurricane Kenna did come close on October 25, 2002, but 
actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 kms north of PV.  
The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands, thus the 
similarities in the climate of the two destinations.

You are here, finally! 
We wish you a warm

yet, if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds from your 
account back home. Try to avoid exchanging money at 
your hotel.  Traditionally, those offer the worst rates.

WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel is everything 
you ever dreamed of, you should experience at least a 
little of all that Vallarta has to offer - it is truly a condensed 
version of all that is Mexican and existed before «Planned 
Tourist Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos and Ixtapa, 
were developed. Millions have been spent to ensure that 
the original “small town” flavor is maintained downtown, in 
the Old Town and on the South Side.

DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a Mexican vacation 
must inevitably lead to an encounter with Moctezuma’s 
revenge is just that: false. For the 26th year in a row, Puerto 
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification of purity for 
human consumption. It is one of only two cities in Mexico that 
can boast of such accomplishment. True, the quality of the 
water tested at the purification plant varies greatly from what 
comes out of the tap at the other end. So do be careful. On 
the other hand, most large hotels have their own purification 
equipment and most restaurants use purified water. If you 
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified bottled 
water just about anywhere.

EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American tourists often 
fall in love with one of the many stray dogs and cats in Vallarta. 
Many would like to bring it back with them, but believe that the 
laws do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If you would like to 
bring a cat or a dog back home, call the local animal shelter for 
more info: 293-3690.

LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning would be to take 
one of the City Tours offered by the local tour agencies. Before 
boarding, make sure you have a map and take note of the 
places you want to return to. Then venture off the beaten path. 
Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus takes you. And 
don’t worry - this is a safe place.

that can only be boarded there. They have pre-fixed rates 
per passenger. City cabs are yellow or white, and charge by 
the ride, not by passenger. When you ask to go downtown, 
remember that your fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so 
make sure you are brought to the main plaza! Pick up a free 
map, and insist on your full value from the driver! Note the 
number of your taxi in case of any problem, or if you forget 
something in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can help 
you check it out or lodge a complaint.

Uber has also been available in PV for the past year or so.  
Download their app in your smartphone.

TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is on Central Time, 
as is the area of the State of Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the 
north to the Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La Cruz 
de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, Punta Mita, etc.  North 
of Lo De Marcos, Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. are on 
Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.

TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the cost of long 
distance calls from your hotel room. Some establishments 
charge as much as U.S. $7.00 per minute!

CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones from the U.S. and 
Canada may be programmed for local use, through Telcel and 
IUSAcell, the local carriers. To dial cell to cell, use the prefix 322, 
then the seven digit number of the person you’re calling. Omit 
the prefix if dialling a land line.

LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 10%-15% of the bill 
at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys, taxis, waiters, maids, 
etc. depending on the service. Some businesses and offices 
close from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later. In 
restaurants, it is considered poor manners to present the 
check before it is requested, so when you’re ready to leave, 
ask «La cuenta, por favor» and your bill will be delivered to you.

MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a higher rate 
of exchange than the exchange booths (caja de cambio), 
though not all offer exchange services to foreigners.  Better 

AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION:  350,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average of 300 sunny 

days per year. The temperature averages 28°C (82°F) and the 
rainy season extends from late June to early October.

FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great variety 
of animal species such as iguana, guacamaya, deer, 
raccoon, etc.

SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses two Marine 
National Parks - Los Arcos and the Marieta Islands - where 
diving is allowed under certain circumstances but fishing of 
any kind is prohibited. Every year, the Bay receives the visit of 
the humpback whales, dolphins and manta rays in the winter. 
During the summer, sea turtles, a protected species, arrive to 
its shores to lay their eggs.

ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly on tourism, 
construction and to a lesser degree, on agriculture, 
mainly tropical fruit such as mango, papaya, watermelon, 
pineapple, guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.

CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal currency in 
Mexico although Canadian and American dollars are widely 
accepted.

BUSES: A system of urban buses with different routes. 
Current fare is $10.00 Pesos per ticket and passengers 
must purchase a new ticket every time they board another 
bus. There are no “transfers”.

TAXIS: There are set rates within defined zones of the 
town. Do not enter a taxi without agreeing on the price with 
the driver FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may want 
to check the rates usually posted in the lobby. Also, if you 
know which restaurant you want to go, do not let the driver 
change your mind. Many restaurateurs pay commissions 
to taxi drivers and you may end up paying more than you 
should, in a second-rate establishment! There are 2 kinds 
of taxi cabs: those at the airport and the maritime port 

Welcome

Joe Harrington / Krystal Frost
Giselle Belanger / Ronnie Bravo
Harriet Murray / Tommy Clarkson
Stan Gabruk / Gil Gevins 
Alex Bourgeau / John Warren
Paco Ojeda / Gloria Sue
Marsha Ward Ross / Gregg Sutton
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avineberg@yahoo.com

Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

It’s TIME, the end of Central Standard 
Time (CST) and the return to Central 
Daylight Saving Time (CDST) in most of 
Mexico - including our State of Jalisco and 
the southern parts of the State of Nayarit, 
along the Bay of Banderas.

Therefore, on this first Sunday of the 
month, April 6th, areas on CST spring 
forward to Central Daylight Saving Time 
at 2:00 a.m. local time.

So… don’t forget to turn your clocks 
forward one hour before going to 
sleep on Saturday night, April 5th.  You 
wouldn’t want to be one hour late for your 
appointment …or your flight, would you? 

Please, all authorities, we need help to keep 
PV’s reputation of paradise.  We need to keep 
the city nice and the bay clean.

There is a lot of talk about the mess of garbage 
increase for several months.  I assumed that’s 
because there are more tourists, so the cleaning 
needs to be more aggressive.  Let’s not give a 
chance for the place to fall down because of 
natives and tourism.  THANKS.

Thom Trinh

I felt I must write and say how charming and 
helpful I found Francisco at La Mariposirena 
on Libertad. They sell unique clothing and 
accessories and with his knowledge of size and 
fit, I was able to get the perfect dress.  It was a 
refreshing experience.  May they be around for 
many years!

Mary D

I have been spending the last 14 years in this 
beautiful place of Puerta Vallarta.  This year 
was my first climb to the cross.  The view is 
amazing.  I only wish people would be a little 
more considerate.  

They have garbage cans up there for the trash, 
but as you look over the side on the hill, I just 
couldn’t believe the garbage that is thrown over 
the side, plastic bottles, cans, paper, etc.  What 
an eye sore!  The sides around the look-outs are 
starting to look like a dump. 

Please use the trash cans provided and keep 
this place beautiful.

A good friend, Rod Brady from the US, 
walks to the cross about three times a week.  
Each time, he brings a plastic bag with him.  
By the time he reaches the top, his bag is full of 
the garbage he collected on the way up.  Good 
for you, Rod.  We need more people like you.  
Let’s all do our part.

Anna

The Beatles, Cole Porter, European 
Madrigals, Mexican boleros, Broadway show 
tunes, and African-American spirituals are all 
in one gorgeous club, Incanto, performed by 
the 8 dreamy voices of The Vallarta Vocalista 
Ensemble now through Sunday’s matinee. 

I know Vallarta’s entertainment competition 
is stiff with the drag show at Blue Chairs 
and the shower show at Wet, but trust me, 90 
minutes with Vallarta Vocalista Ensemble will 
offer much longer-lasting satisfaction. 

Jeff

With the two-week Easter holiday period fast 
approaching, PV’s municipal government is 
busy preparing a series of activities through the 
Tourism Department that will attract tourists to 
the city’s downtown area.

Municipal Tourism Director Ramón González 
Lomelí said that the city will set up 4 stages on 
the Malecón, where every afternoon, visitors and 
residents will be able to enjoy free entertainment, 
including traditional Mexican dance, live music, 
circus shows and more.

The city’s two ‘Turicletos,’ sustainable 
vehicles pedal-powered by 10 of the transport’s 
20 passengers, as well as a little train that will be 
put into operation on the Malecón just in time 
for Semana Santa, will be making trips to these 
events. The celebrations will continue into the 
month of May with other events, including the 
13th Festival Vallarta Azteca del Folclor from 
April 28 to May 5, the PV Open ATP Tennis 
Tournament, April 29 to May 5, and the 2019 
Down Puerto Vallarta Extreme Bike Race on 
May 18 & 19.

“These are just some of the activities that we 
have planned for the Easter vacation period 
and the month of May. We have several more 
projects in the works, in addition to some very 
important groups and conventions that will be 
arriving in Puerto Vallarta over the next few 
months,” the Tourism Director concluded.
(Sources: María Francesca - BanderasNews.com, contralinea.net)
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Marsha Ward Ross

Act II Entertainment’s commitment to local charities has 
always been a part of their overall vision statement.  Each year, 
Danny Mininni, founding partner of Act II, has raised funds for 
different non-profit organizations that need help.  

This year, Act II collected donations to help fund the Banderas 
Bay Women’s Shelter (Compassion for the Family, Inc.), which 
takes domestic violence against women very seriously.  

The Shelter provides a safe refuge for abused women and their 
children.  Compassion for the Family has constructed a shelter 
in a very discreet location in the greater Puerto Vallarta area and 
accepts women and children through recommendations by the 
Mexican Social Services, The Women’s Institute and the Health 
Department. 

Act II, during each performance of their musical stage play, 
Nunsense, Amen!, had their five performing “nuns” ask 
for a donation during the show, then passed a hat around the 
auditorium.  Audience members responded enthusiastically, and 
a total of $10,000 pesos was raised!  

As promised, Act II matched that amount with its own $10,000 
pesos donation.  

Then, at the annual WHAT A DRAG charity event on 
March 10th, Act II donated another $20,000 pesos, and 
challenged the audience members to donate, securing 
an additional $60,000, for a grand total of $100,000!    
The monetary goal of the WHAT A DRAG charity event this 
year for Banderas Bay Women’s Shelter was to raise $1,000,000 
pesos, and they did it!  Here’s a shout-out to the many businesses 
and individuals who stepped up to the plate to help them reach 
their goal, too!  

Danny Mininni says, “I am extremely 
concerned about all of our local 
charities this year, especially since many 
are losing valuable government funding.  
And, I am so grateful for the hard work 
of the What A Drag steering committee 
that was headed by Freda Thompson.  
She works so hard and inspires us all 
to support the needs of our community.  

People, these charities need help!  Please, everyone, reach into 
your pockets.  Donate whatever you can… one time, once a 
week, or monthly!  They need you now, more than ever before!” 
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Tapetes (rugs) from Oaxaca are 
brought here by Daniela and Juan 
Martinez (and their 11-year old son).  
Daniela and Juan have lived here in 
PV for about six years.  Their bright, 
colorful rugs are 100% lana (wool), 
manteles (tablecloths), blankets and 
serapes.  All of their beautiful items 
are hand made by their very own 
families in Oaxaca and then brought 
here for all of us to enjoy.  To top it 
off, their prices are very reasonable!!

Gloria Sue
a.k.a. Mama Vallarta

Changing the time is a funny thing and a lot to think about.
It’s easily an oddity that’s sometimes tough to figure out.
In the Spring we jump forward in the middle of the night.

And when two a.m. turns into three, the timing is just right!
Whatever we’ve begun as the clock turns one, five or nine,
Will easily end after three and for bragging rights it’s fine!

Now, in the fall when the time is turning back and two returns to one,
Depending on what we’ve started, it could be finished before it’s begun!

I see your wheels are churning as I finish up this rhyme
But whether it be Spring or Fall, let’s make the best of daylight time!

Daylight Saving Time begins in Puerto Vallarta on Sunday, April 7th at 2 a.m.  Don’t forget to “spring ahead”!

Three Hens and a Rooster is at the Lions’ Club, 280 Francisco Madero, open on Saturdays from 9 to 1.
Come walk around, listen to live music and just relax have some fun!! Have a super week, stay strong and stay positive!

Imperial Bee is an environmental 
company dedicated to the care and 
reproduction of honey bee colonies 
here in the Banderas Bay.  They rescue 
bees from urban areas and relocate 
their hives to safer and healthier 
environments where the bees have 
access to all the flowers they need for 
manufacturing quality honey and other 
bee by-products like bee propolis, 
bees’ wax and royal jelly.  From these 
products MJ (as our market “family” 
calls her) and Gabriela make honey 
with turmeric, ginger, cinnamon and 
cacao; honey soaps and cough syrup 
(when they are not busy moving 
hives).  The bee propolis is an immune 
system booster and is an excellent aid 
for respiratory problems. The propolis 
comes from tree resin that make it rich in 
flavonoids.  These help regenerate long 
cells and improve the immune system 

Lotusnest by Jade (pronounced 
“Ha-day”) practices alternative 
therapies that she studied and 
learned in schools in India and 
Japan.  These techniques help 
with problems such as lumbago, 
sciatica, headaches, fatigue, 
etc.  She specializes in DRT and 
AYURVEDA therapies as well 
as head and neck massage.  DRT 
is for acute and chronic diseases.  It 
adjusts the spinal column with a 
gentle rocking motion realigning the 
spinal column and enhancing self-
healing powers.  This technique was 
developed by a Japanese chiropractor.  
AYURVEDA (knowledge of life) is a 
traditional medicine from India that 
includes medicinal herbal remedies 

(external and internal) for maintaining 
a strong constitution.  

As if these techniques aren’t relaxing 
enough, Jade also makes beautiful 
leaded, stained glass kaleidoscopes 
with interesting and unique designs 
both inside and out!  So, if your mind 
and body are out of sync, go see Jade 
and she get you all “synchronized”!!

helping other systems in the body.  The 
honey is harvested twice a year and the 
“fall” honey is called honey butter as 
it resembles butter with its color and 
consistency.  “Spring” honey and “Fall’ 
honey differ in their appearances and 
taste as they are made from different 
wild flowers.  Don’t forget to check out 
their amazing soaps, too, while you are 
there to pick up some honey!
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57 students, 2 administrators and 17 teach-
ers adds up to 76 success stories.  Last Fri-
day, IFC’s (International Friendship Club) 
annual, free series of 22 English classes for 
Mexicans ended in a graduation ceremo-
ny attended by all participants and lots of 
family members and friends.  Graduation 
certificates were handed out with personal 
messages from teachers to students, photo-
graphs were snapped and pizza was served.  
It was a great celebration of an excellent ac-
complishment by all concerned.

Before even getting into the IFC club-
house, I met Luz (pronounced “Loose”), the 
mother of Antonio, aged eight, and Fatima, 
aged ten.  Each of these had gone through 
the eleven weeks of classes and all had en-
joyed them.  Luz was in the most proficient 

John Warren group and her English is excellent.  In her 
group the students and Glenda, their teach-
er, improved their conversational English 
by discussions on such topics as the envi-
ronment, different forms of government in 
different countries and the diversity between 
rich and poor.  Wow!

Etta Arbeiter-Jacobs has been coordinat-
ing these classes and the volunteers for six 
years.  Students who register are divided 
between different groups depending on age 
and ability.  So the eight and nine-year olds 
are together, the teenagers are together and 
then there are students like Luz who partici-
pate with students who are very adept.  Sev-
enty-five students registered and fifty-seven 
graduated.  The reason for the success rate is 
that many of the teachers continue to return 
year after year and the largest group is only 
seven students.

Gail and Lee have been running the admin-
istrative side of the classes for many years.  
They take attendance, keep the student lists 
current and provide any research materials 
and worksheets for the teachers.

Jennifer teaches a group of adult women 
who are at the beginning of learning English.  
Many of them are the moms of the students 
who are in school but one, whom I met, is Ma-
ria Guadalupe Vasquez Aquirre.  She is there 
just because “she likes to learn”. She is 65 and 
grandmother to eight-year-old student, Emma 
Sofia.

When the students were brought by their 
moms to be registered in early January, the 
moms were encouraged to register too.  This 
resulted in at least ten duos of mother and child 
groups.  Not only are the children getting help 
with their English, the moms are enhancing 
their abilities to get better jobs and the bonds 
between mother and child are tightened.  It’s 
a great ideal!

The students were congratulated by Etta 
on the “tremendous progress that had made 
this year in reading, writing, speaking and 
comprehending English.”  All of the students 
were thrilled to receive their certificates, the 
encouragement, congratulations and the hugs 
from their teachers.

“Languages are worlds within themselves.  
They have the incredible ability to provide 
us with a clearer, more profound and detailed 
perspective of a culture and its views on life, 
nature, and death.” 

The International Friendship Club is, justi-
fiably, very proud of its English-as-a-second 
language program.
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Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th will be the end of the 34th season 
of the very popular and successful IFC Home Tours.  Generous home 
owners, who care for this community, have been opening their homes 
to visitors to fund help for Mexicans in Puerto Vallarta since 1985.  
It’s their way of contributing to the community and without them, the 
IFC would be unable to provide free cleft palate surgery to infants 
and children nor support 25 charities here.

93% of the reviews on TripAdvisor rate the tours as “Excellent”, so 
you are pretty well guaranteed to have an enjoyable time seeing behind 
the high walls and heavy gates of some of the nicest homes in and 
around PV.  Tickets are available online at www.ifctoursforvallarta.com 
for $700. pesos.

The tours leave from the Sea Monkey Restaurant, another generous 
supporter, at 10:30 a.m.  It is located on the Malecon at Aquiles Serdan 
and serves an excellent breakfast and coffee.  You can also buy tickets 
there on the day of the tour from 9 a.m. 

The tours, which last three hours, are led by caring and informative 
volunteers in air-conditioned, luxury buses. Many of the homes are 
accessed by walking on cobbled streets and may require that you climb 
stairs, so good footwear, ankles and breath control help.

Please don’t miss this opportunity to have an enjoyable tour and, at 
the same time, know you are helping others.

To our many homeowners and volunteers, a huge Thank You for 
another successful season!



Who: The American School of Puerto Vallarta
What: Sustainability and Service Fair
When: Tuesday, April 9 2019, from 5 to 8 p.m.
Where: 129 Albatros in Marina Vallarta
Cost: Free of charge

It is our pleasure to invite you to our Sustainability and Service 
Fair at the American School of Puerto Vallarta this coming Tuesday, 
April 9, from 5 to 8 p.m.  The Sustainability and Service Fair at 
ASPV will be a dynamic, educational, and interactive family 
event that will celebrate the achievements of student and teacher 
sustainable principles implementation and community service 
practices here at the school.

More than 20 local vendors and organizations are expected to 
attend.  Vendors will provide demonstrations and information 
about the Banderas Bay ecosytem, innovative new LEED 
building techniques, and the opportunity to purchase locally made 
sustainable items of all kinds.

Not to be missed!  Fun, games and surprises!  For more information: 
aspv.edu.mx, Email: service@aspv.edu.mx, 226-7672.

8

ARE YOU READY?...
...for those fabulous, unique pizzas that only Encuentros can prepare?  

Well, your wait is over!  Encuentros is open once again!
Check out its beautiful new location at 124 Berlin, between

Hamburgo and Aldanaca Streets in Versalles.  Tel.: 222-2598.
Only serving dinner for the time being, from 4 to 11 p.m.
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So don’t forget to put it on your calendar: 
Friday, April 5th from 6 to 10 p.m.

Gregg SuttonGregg Sutton

Get out your party hats, put on your dancing shoes and mark 
the date on your calendar: Friday, April 5th, for the LAST South 
Side Shuffle of the season! 

The Shuffle, now in its ninth season, is put on every second 
Friday by a large group of businesses centered on the 200 and 
300 blocks of Basilio Badillo, in the heart of the Romantic 
Zone.  The party goes from six to ten pm, and is an event that 
both locals and visitors look forward to with great anticipation.

The participating businesses (art galleries, shops, restaurants, 
clubs and theaters) all serve complimentary beverages.  Whether 
you want to meet our local artists, or do some serious shopping, 
or listen to some great music, or just walk around Vallarta’s 
favorite neighborhood soaking up the festive atmosphere, the 
Shuffle is a wonderful way to spend your Friday night.  

The majority of the participating businesses are located on the 
200 and 300 blocks of Basilio Badillo.  But there are also some 
great places to stop on nearby Constitution Street.  In fact, the 
organizers have made sure that this experience is a “compact” 
one.  All the participants are located in a short two block stretch, 
so no matter how “happy” you get with all your complimentary 
drinks, you can still visit every location with ease.

The Shuffle has so much to offer.  One of the main attractions 
is shopping.  By chance, many of Vallarta’s finest shops and 
galleries are located on the principle block of the party.  Fine 
art, jewelry and Mexican crafts of the very best quality can 
be found in abundance, not to mention some great food and 
fabulous entertainment.

All the businesses on this magical stretch of Basilio Badillo 
and Constitución streets have something special to offer.  For 
the opportunity to ogle, mingle, tipple and even purchase 
some really wonderful art, it is an event not to be missed.  The 
Southside Shuffle really is a must.  You’ll have a ton of fun. 
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Mexico is an unexpected winner in the trade 
war between the United States and China: several 
Chinese manufacturers have relocated to the country 
and Mexican exports to the U.S. surged in 2018. After 
United States President Donald Trump imposed 
tariffs on US $250 billion worth of Chinese imports, 
companies from the world’s largest exporting nation 
started looking for alternatives that would allow 
them to sidestep the protectionist lurch.

One such company was Fuling Global Inc., a 
manufacturer based in the city of Wenling that built 
itself into a lucrative business by making paper 
cups and straws for restaurants in the United States. 

To avoid Trump’s tariffs on paper products, the 
company is opening a US $4-million factory in the 
northern city of Monterrey, Nuevo León, and will 
soon begin sending millions of paper straws across 
the border.

“We had to look for other ways to do business,” 
said Fuling chief financial officer Gilbert Lee.

Not only will the company’s products enter the 
United States tariff-free but it will also significantly 
reduce its shipping costs, offsetting higher labor 
costs in Mexico compared to China.

“Mexico is a very logical and advantageous 
location for us,” Lee said.

The tariffs on Chinese exports to the United 
States also helped Mexico to make big gains last 
year in shipments to the U.S. of a variety of locally-
made products. 

Exports of Mexican-made vehicles, leather 
goods, aluminum products, fertilizer, knitted 
fabrics, hats, ores and iron and steel products to 
the United States all increased last year compared 
to 2017, while exports of the same Chinese-made 
products that were hit by the U.S. tariffs declined.

That helped Mexico to increase its total exports 
to its northern neighbor by 10.3% in 2018 to just 
over US $346.5 billion.

Mexico’s trade surplus with the United States 
increased at an even greater rate of 15% to hit a 
record high of more than US $81.5 billion.

Meanwhile, Chinese exports to the United States 
slowed by around a third.

News agency Bloomberg said that “Mexico’s 
bonanza underscores the difficulty in trying to win 
a trade war where companies can shift production 
or find new sources to avoid tariffs.”

Alan Russell, CEO of Tecma Group, a Texas firm 
that helps companies to open and run factories in 
Mexico, said that in his 35 years in the industry 
relocation interest from Chinese manufacturers has 
never been higher.

“Any company manufacturing in China has had 
a wake-up call,” he said, while describing that 
effect of Trump’s tariffs as “a case of unintended 
consequences.” 

The tariffs on Chinese imports have also caused 
United States companies such as Taskmaster 
Components to look to Mexico to cut costs.

For almost 20 years, the company has imported 
large wheels and tires from China and assembled 
them for RV and trailer manufacturers.

But Taskmaster Components now wants to invest 
in a factory in Mexico in order to take advantage 
of the country’s proximity to the United States and 
access to ports and an educated workforce.

“A lot of people are moving production down 
there,” said Amanda Walker, the company’s chief 
operating officer. “Everything about Mexico is 
attractive.”

(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, Bloomberg)
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Mexico overtook the United Kingdom and Canada to become the fourth 
biggest automobile exporter by value in the world in 2018, statistics show.

The value of Mexican-made vehicle exports increased by 19% compared 
to 2017 to reach just over US $49.4 billion, according to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). Just under 3.5 million vehicles were shipped abroad 
from Mexico, a 6% increase on 2017 numbers. 

Mexico’s ranking of fourth among auto-exporting nations represents an 
improvement of six places compared to 2008, when it ranked 10th. Foreign 
sales of vehicles made in the U.K. remained steady in 2018 at just over $42 
billion while Canadian auto exports declined by 12% to just over $41 billion.

Germany was the biggest auto exporter, shipping vehicles worth $154.7 
billion abroad, followed by Japan and the United States, which achieved 
foreign sales of $99.1 billion and $54.4 billion respectively.

According to Moisés Zavaleta, director of strategy at the consultancy 
firm Ansley, “Mexico has the potential to keep increasing its production of 
vehicles” as a result of the “integration of the North American market.”

Just over 70% of all Mexican auto exports went to the United States last 
year while 8% went to Germany and just under 6% were shipped to Canada, 
according to data from the Secretariat of the Economy (SE). Brazil, Italy and 
China were among the other destination countries for Mexican-made vehicles.

This year, the Mexican auto sector is expected to benefit from the elimination 
of tariffs on cars sent to Brazil and Pacific Rim countries which entered into 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership free trade agreement. Among the auto makers 
that have plants in Mexico are Audi, Baic, Fiat Chrysler, Ford, General 
Motors, Honda, Kia, Mazda, Nissan, Toyota and Volkswagen.

(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, El Economista)
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Joe Harrington

Is an internationally published author and documentary 
filmmaker. He can be reached with a comment or 
criticism at JoeMovieMadness@Yahoo.com  
Artwork by Bob Crabb.

Joe Harrington

MOVIES:  Tim Burton directed 
this latest edition of the classic 
Dumbo.  To refresh your memory 
- regarding the 1941 animated film 
– it had the following songs: Look 
Out for Mr. Stork - Casey Junior 
- Song of the Roustabouts - Baby 
Mine - The Clown Song (aka We’re 
gonna hit the big boss for a raise) - 
Pink Elephants on Parade - When 
I See an Elephant Fly.  Just seeing 
the song titles brings back much 
of the storyline: Mother elephant 
gives birth - small train serves as 
transport for a circus - workers 
pitch the big top – mother sings 
lullaby to her infant – a bunch of 
clowns get drunk – Baby elephant 
drinks booze and has hallucinations 
– crows sing to encourage elephant 
that it can fly. 

Of course, there’s much more – 
like Timothy Mouse who’s taking 
Dumbo under his protection.  The 
movie lambastes bullying when 
young boys mock the big-eared 
baby pachyderm.  

It shows the cruelty of being 
shunned by your own kind when 
the other elephants make Dumbo 
an outcast.  It portrays the pain of 
being separated from a loved one.  
There’s plenty of pathos, but also a 
huge amount of humor.

Now onto the latest version.  
Don’t expect animation, tons of 
CGI.  With the exception of a 
monkey, in way too few scenes, the 
movie doesn’t have much humor.  
The background music is very good.  
It has a solid cast led by Danny 
DeVito, Collin Farrell, Eva Green 
and Michael Keaton.  Trivia: In 
what other three movies did Keaton 
and Burton work together?

This received a dead heat from 
top critics 50% liked – 50% did not.  
For myself, if the original had not 
been competing with the remake in 
my mind, I probably would have 
liked it more.  I think those who see 
this family film and haven’t seen the 
original will enjoy the effort.

Here are some con and pro 
positions from two top critics: Joe 
Morgenstern, of the Wall Street 
Journal, wrote: “It’s astonishing 
that Tim Burton and his colleagues 
could have created such a downer 
from a long beloved source of 
delight.”  Next, with the New York 
Times, we have Manohla Dargis: 
“Burton has merrily turned what 
could have been another remake 
into something genuinely different 
and surprising.”

Problem is Burton put in just 
enough stuff mimicking the 
original to remind you of that flick 
from 8 decades ago.  For instance: 
the animated Pink Elephants 
on Parade is a visual marvel of 
imagination showing the horror 
of suffering from the DTs – which 
is what Dumbo went through.  In 
Burton’s effort this is transformed 
into a circus scene with women 
waving gigantic hoops around 
creating water balloons that 
somehow transform into the shapes 
of transparent elephants, all while 
Dumbo looks on.  There’s a reason 
that first version works and the 
second one doesn’t – Dumbo plays 
a key role in the animated version 
and merely a spectator in the latest.

Trivia answer: Beatlejuice and 
two Batman movies.      

& MADNESS: Mueller’s report.  
AG Barr stated: “The report did 
not establish that members of 

the Trump campaign conspired 
or coordinated with the Russian 
government during the campaign.”  
He added, “The president is NOT 
being exonerated on obstruction 
of justice.”  Meaning acts beyond 
involvement with the Russians.

Almost immediately Trump 
proclaimed, “Total and complete 
exoneration.”  Compare the 
sentence of Barr’s use of the word 
“Exoneration” and Trump’s.  Plus, 
we won’t know if there really is 
total exoneration until 16 other 
investigations are completed. 

Only a very few people have 
seen Mueller’s 400-page report.  
So, once again, as I have written so 
many times in the past, patience.  
Bad to jump to conclusion until 
one has all the facts. 

On another note involving 
immigration: Trump stated at a 
rally that 7-year-old Guatemalan 
Jakelin Caal Maquin was given 
no water by her father during their 
trek to a remote border area and 
that the dad acknowledged blame 
for his daughter’s death on Dec. 8. 

An autopsy report released last 
Friday found that the girl died 
of a bacterial infection. The El 
Paso County Medical Examiner’s 
office said traces of streptococcus 
bacteria were found in Jakelin’s 
lungs, adrenal gland, liver, and 
spleen, and she experienced a 
“rapidly progressive infection” 
that led to the failure of multiple 
organs.  The autopsy report did not 
mention dehydration. 

The Border Protection timeline 
on her case said she was checked 
for medical problems upon her 
apprehension and: “The initial 
screening revealed no evidence of 
health issues.”

This evidence points that the 
president lied about the death of a 
child.
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Encuentros – Just as we hoped it would be… 
same laid back, casual yet elegant setting, comfy 
sofas, a few tables too (with comfortable chairs!) 
same superb service, same unique pizzas as we 
remembered from the original “pizza pasta bar 
lounge” in the Romantic Zone.  This renaissance 
of Encuentros also offers a spacious second floor 
for larger groups, of which there was one when 
we were there… waiters scurrying upstairs for 
hours as repeat orders kept on coming, especially 
for the lasagna which we were told is simply 
marvelous… The appetizers are delicious, and 
the choice of pizzas is impressive, making it 
hard to decide.  Must not forget the desserts too, 
and espresso!

Bistro Limon – Few restaurants can compete with the view from this one!  The 
town, the bay, the mountains, you get to see it all!  And then there’s the food…  Chef 
Bruce’s cuisine is renowned (Teatro Limon, Cucco’s, Añejo Limon…) so you can’t 
go wrong, ever.  This is the ideal spot for special events, like the Legault anniversary 
celebration the night we were there.  In addition to the unique location, the menu 
includes all the dishes preferred by customers of the above-mentioned restaurants over 
the years.  Excellent, attentive service – as always.
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Classically trained vocalist Enrique de Allende recently 
made his Incanto debut to a packed house and standing ovation.  
Described by legendary music producer, David Foster, as 
having “a very sweet but powerful voice”, Enrique sings many 
of your well-known favorites by Frank Sinatra, Elvis, Andrea 
Bocelli, Michael Bublé, and many more!  Next performance 
April 6 at 8 p.m., accompanied by award-winning Mark 
Hartman at the piano.  Visit Incanto’s website for more details 
and online tickets.  Early reservations are recommended.

NYC Bistro Award-winning veteran cabaret star, Kathy 
‘Babe’ Robinson, appears in Incanto’s cozy piano bar for a 
limited run, accompanied by MAC award-winning pianist and 
Music Director, Mark Hartman. ‘Babe’, as she is known on 
stage, earned her chops in the NYC cabaret scene over the past 
20 years with sold-out appearances in well-known nightspots 
including The Rrazz Room (w/ Michael Ferreri), Bob Egan’s 
Supper Club, and The Celebrity Room (w/ Mark Hartman) 
among numerous others.  Kathy has opened for Maureen 
McGovern, as well as sharing a mic in Mykonos with Queen 
Latifah.  Ticketed performances begin April 5 at 7:30 p.m.

Award-winning cabaret artist, comedian, pianist, and 
Music Director, Mark Hartman, returns to Incanto starting 
April 1-16 and will appear in the piano bar most nights at 
9:30 p.m.

The UK’s Cousin Alice’s unique singing and playing 
are gritty, heartfelt and sweet, delivered with humor and a 
captivating personality.  She is a magnetic, talented singer/
songwriter and performs a collection of vintage jazzy 
swing and acoustic blues covers and originals including 
‘Kukerichoo’, which reached number one on the charts in 

Hours 9 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. daily.  Breakfast served 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Lunch served 12 noon to 11 p.m.  Casual evening dining is available 4 to 11 p.m.  
Happy Hour features 2x1 house cocktails and beer 4-6 p.m.  2x1 show tickets to select shows 4-5 p.m. daily.  For more information and online tickets visit 
Incanto’s website www.IncantoVallarta.com  Contact them at Incantopv@gmail.com or call 223 9756.  Located at 109 Insurgentes (by the Rio Cuale). 

South Korea.  Performances begin April 7 at 8 p.m.
The Vallarta Vocalista Ensemble presents a diverse mix of 

songs from the ‘Great American Songbook’ as well as some 
traditional Mexican songs.  Special guest, Emmy Award-
nominated singer, and percussionist, Patsy Meyer, joins.  
Performances continue through April 7.

Emmy Award-nominated vocalist/percussionist, Patsy 
Meyer, will accompany the Vallarta Vocalista Ensemble 
through April 7.  Patsy will also appear in her own show 
with Mark Hartman at the piano and local musicians Rafael 
Zermano on guitar and Roberto Falcon on bass.  One night 
only, April 12 at 7:30 p.m. in the piano bar.  Visit Incanto’s 
website for online tickets.

Popular Vallarta entertainer, Dwight Blake, presents 
‘Memories of Motown’ accompanied by The Groove 
Brothers Band.  Dwight’s performances are high-energy and 
always lots of fun.  Come ready to dance! Final show, April 
5 at 9:30 p.m.

Internationally renowned flamenco artists, Wolfgang 
‘Lobo’ Fink (Willie & Lobo) and Esau Galvan (Tatewari), 
come together for an encore performance of their fiery guitar 
music.  One night only, April 9 at 8 p.m.  And don’t miss 
the exceptional flamenco group, Tatewari, in the theater with 
special guest vocalist, Perla Alarcón, on April 13 at 8 p.m.

Extended again through April, Naked Boys Singing! is 
a fun, sassy enduring musical comedy now celebrating 20 
years off-Broadway.  The all-Latino ensemble cast features 
six young local actors who sing and dance their way into 
your heart, all while completely nude!  Presented in English, 
now playing through April 27. 
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There have been many changes to 
The Palm Cabaret this year.  There 
have been upgrades to the venue, 
new marketing strategies, new staff, 
and incredible new performers.  We 
are proud of everyone that has graced 
our stage and worked in our theatre.  
The Palm wishes to thank everyone 
who is and was employed and had 
volunteered this season.  We could 
not have done it without you.  We also 
want to thank our audiences.  You are 
the reason we are here and we will 
continue to introduce this town to 
great and diverse entertainment.  And 
finally, we would like to thank this 
town.  Puerto Vallarta is really the 
best place to live, and visit.  As the 
town grows, so will we.  To a bright 
new season on the horizon, and an 
amazing future for us all. 

Thank you!

The Palm Cabaret and Bar is located at 508 Olas Altas in the 
heart of Puerto Vallarta’s Romantic Zone. Tickets to all shows can 
be purchased at the venue’s box office, which opens daily at 10 
am, or online at ThePalmCabaret.com For more information, call 
222-0200, or follow The Palm Cabaret and Bar PVR on Facebook.

The 2018/19 season has turned out to be an amazing schedule for the Palm Cabaret & Bar.  So many new acts graced our stage, and so 
many new faces joined our audiences.  We could not be happier.  This will be our final write-up for this year because we are preparing for 
some new and exciting events.  If you have seen and enjoyed some of our shows recently, please give us a like on TripAdvisor, as every 

little bit of positive feedback helps.  We do have one more week to go, so make sure you come out and see what we have in store. 

Miss Conception has done it again with 
a series of sold-out shows.  The costume-
reveal Diva has the town talking, and 
everyone agrees.  Kevin Levesque has 
mastered the art of quick change and his live 
vocals are impressive, adding side-splitting 
comedy to weave it all together.  Yes, there 
is audience participation, which adds to an 
experience you won’t soon forget.  When 
this article is published, there will only be 
two shows left, and tickets are selling fast.  
You don’t want to miss this one, because 
once it’s done, it’s gone. 

Kim Kuzma took a chance this year 
and decided to perform the music of 
Cher & ABBA.  The result was an 
incredible toe-tapping musical journey 
of classic hits we all know and love.  
The band consists of Nate Buccieri, 
Eduardo Leon, and newcomer Alexis 
Mena Torres, all of whom took some 
part in the rearrangement of these great 
tracks from the past.  “I Got You Babe” 
is one of my favorites.  Tuesday is the 
last chance to catch this one, and again, 
a show you don’t want to miss. 

American Idol sweethearts have joined the Palm 
Cabaret family this year, and we could not be happier.  
David Hernandez (American Idol season 7) and 
Effie Passero (American Idol season 16) are so good 
together, it’s amazing that this collaboration did not 
happen sooner.  Both perform together to deliver 
solid duets but also perform solos, where each artist 
highlights popular music, and their own original works.  
Effie, who is currently writing a musical, debuts an 
opening number “Simply Happy” that is worthy of 
any Broadway stage, and David delivers his Billboard 
chart-topper “Beautiful”.  We are so grateful to have 
these two incredible artists, and we are sure this modern 
day Sonny & Cher will be the talk of the town. 

On the same day that this “PV Mirror” issue comes out, Nate 
Buccieri will be closing his run of “I Heart 80’s”.  The talent 
Nate possesses on the keys is nothing short of awe-inspiring 
and his vocal renditions of classic retro hits is so much fun.  
Nate (#NateOnTheKeys) treats his show with warmth and 
personality, and the audience soon changes from spectator to 
friend.  There are even a few costume changes that will have 
you laughing till it hurts.  Nate has enjoyed solid numbers all 
season and tonight his show closes with a bang. 

Kim Kuzma
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By the time you read this, 
Harvey, the popular 1944 
Pulitzer Prize winning comedy 
about an affable man and 
his unseen (and presumably 
imaginary) friend Harvey - a six-
foot, three-and-one-half-inch 
tall rabbit - will have celebrated 
its opening performance.  

At The Boutique Community Theatre this week - April 5-11

The Boutique Community Theatre is upstairs at Nacho Daddy, 287 Basilio 
Badillo.  All tickets are available online (www.btpv.org) or at the box office, ONE 
HOUR prior to every performance.  For more details, please visit the events 
section of our Facebook page: www.theboutiquepv.com  Info: 322-728-6878

What’s On This Week
FRIDAY, APRIL 5

●	 5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Play: Harvey, directed by Ralph Hyman.  
This whimsical comedy about a local drunk’s 6’ 3½” imaginary 
rabbit pal was a smash hit (and a Pulitzer Prize winner) on 
Broadway and has become one of the most popular plays in the 
English repertoire.

SATURDAY, APRIL 6
●	 5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Play: Harvey, directed by Ralph 

Hyman.  This whimsical comedy about a local drunk’s 6’ 3 
1/2” imaginary rabbit pal was a smash hit (and a Pulitzer Prize 
winner) on Broadway and has become one of the most popular 
plays in the English repertoire.

SUNDAY, APRIL 7
●	 2 p.m. Play: Harvey, directed by Ralph Hyman.  This whimsical 

comedy about a local drunk’s 6’ 3 1/2” imaginary rabbit pal was 
a smash hit (and a Pulitzer Prize winner) on Broadway and has 
become one of the most popular plays in the English repertoire.

●	 5 p.m. Screening: Dinner and a Movie presents, The Stepford 
Wives (2004), hosted by Paco Ojeda.  Joanna Eberhart (Kidman) 
and her husband (Broderick) move from Manhattan to the upper 
class suburb of Stepford, Connecticut.  But Stepford has a secret: 
all of the wives are way too perfect, and all of the husbands are 
way too happy.  With a 15-minute introduction by Paco Ojeda.

MONDAY, APRIL 8
●	 5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: I’m Playing Me! A Modern 

‘Broad-ville’ Cabaret, starring Kami Desilets.  Meet triple-
threat performer Kami Desilets while she performs some of 
your favourite broadway characters; some characters you forgot 
about, and some characters you’ll meet for the first time.

The Boutique Community Theatre welcomes members of the local community 
who want to experience every aspect of theatre production: lighting, stage 
managing, directing, acting, promotion and fundraising.  To learn more, visit 
the website www.btpv.org, or the Facebook page www.facebook.com/
TheBoutiquePV, where you will find information about scheduled performances 
and events, which include plays, lectures, film screenings and more.

Paco Ojeda Here is an opportunity to learn 
more about its cast.

Stan Allen has enjoyed 
participating in several Boutique 
productions and wishes to 
continue honing his acting skills.  
He’s from Calgary, Alberta.  
Thomas Carroll has also been 
involved several productions at 
The Boutique.  “I love acting 
and think that Harvey is one of 

the funniest plays out there.”  
A New York City native, Carlo 
Gagliano saw the movie and the 
play while he was young.  “For 
a time in my life, I worked as a 
psychiatric nurse, so I can relate 
to Elwood, the lead character.”

Frank Harrison, who plays the 
lead role of Elwood P Dowd, was 
drawn to the character “because 
I’m as crazy as Elwood,” he said.  
He is also excited to collaborate 
again with Ralph Hyman, who 
is directing the production under 
Karrie Sebryk’s oversight.  
Also from New York City, Cat 
Meders is thrilled to be part 
of the company.  “I’ve always 
wanted to be in this play,” she 
commented.  When the play 
was adapted as a movie in 1950, 
starring James Stewart, Ellie 
Frank saw the film.  “I was very 
young but remembers every 
detail.  When I found out the 
Boutique was casting the play, I 
really wanted to do it.”

Miana Melendez is making 
her acting debut with this 
production of Harvey.  “I love 
the cast, but more importantly, 
I love the opportunities that The 
Boutique Community Theatre 

offers local residents to get 
involved, both on and off stage.  
Brandon Miller is originally 
from Texas and fairly new to 
Puerto Vallarta, also making 
his acting debut. John Scott is 
also new to the stage and will 
be making his acting debut with 
this production.  When asked 
how things are going, he gave 
a huge smile and said, “I’m 
having fun.”

The cast has been rehearsing 
rigorously to prepare for their 
opening night and encourage 
visitors and locals to enjoy this 
new production of a classic 
comedy, and one of the most 
popular plays in the English 
repertoire. 

When asked for compelling 
reasons for the audience to 
explore the local community 
theatre scene and not to miss 
this new, Puerto Vallarta-based 
production, Brandon had the 
best answer: “the beach isn’t 
going anywhere!”  Harvey 
continues its run April 6, 12, 13, 
19 & 20 at 6 p.m., and on April 
7, 14 & 21 at 2 p.m.  Evening 
performances include a dinner 
option at 5 p.m. 
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The 7 Arts

Act II is the “#1 Entertainment Venue” ~ 
TripAdvisor  

“#1 Performing Arts Venue” ~ 
Vallarta Tribune! 

#2 of “Things to Do” in Puerto Vallarta! ~ 
TripAdvisor

Be sure and check this week’s schedule.  Many of our 
shows sell out, so get your tickets now at act2pv.com!

FRIDAY, APRIL 5 
7:30 - Diana Villamonte (Show is sold out this week!) 
9:30 - Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise” 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 6 
7:00 - Chicago, a NuName Production - 
          get your tickets now!  Sells out every week! 
9:30 - Mama Tits, starring in “Triple D”  
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 7
7:00 - Nunsense, Amen! 
7:30 - “Best of ABBA & Elton,” starring Us Two 
          and their LIVE BAND 
9:30 - “Dueling Drag Divas,“ starring Emmy 
           Award-winner, Chi Chi Rones, and JoAnna 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 8 
7:30 - Diana Villamonte, starring in 
          “More Motown & Beyond” 
9:30 - Mama Tits starring in “Triple D” 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 9 
7:00 - (FINAL SHOW!) “I’ve Got Rhythm,” a musical 
           revue of the music of the Gershwin Brothers 
7:30 - Hedda Lettuce starring in “Hedda Sings the Blues” 
9:30 - Sutton Lee Seymour, starring in “Dragflix”  
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10
7:30 - Us Two - 2nd Wednesday - “Us Two Goes Country” 
9:30 - “Dueling Drag Divas,” starring Emmy 
           Award-winner, Chi Chi Rones, and JoAnna  
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 11
7:00 - Little Shop of Horrors 
          (Back by popular demand every Thursday!) 
9:30 - Sutton Lee Seymour, starring in “Dragflix” 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 12 
7:30 - Diana Villamonte - “I Will Always Love You,” 
          a Whitney Houston Tribute
9:30 - Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise”

This Week’s Shows at Act II:

It is with much sadness that we 
mourn the loss of our friend, 
Francine Peters, this week.  Franny 
has been a permanent fixture at Act II, 
through both her presence at so many 
of our shows and through the many 
paintings that she has displayed on 
our walls.  Act II has been “her” 
gallery for the entire time she lived in 
Puerto Vallarta.  Her life was difficult.  
But she was loved by many, and she 
touched more people than she ever 
knew.  She will be missed terribly, 
but will remain in our hearts forever.  

Yes... Puerto Vallarta’s “winter” season is 
winding down, but Act II still sizzles with 
top-notch shows! 

Although our Main Stage winter musical 
productions end in April, many musical 
cabaret and drag shows continue through 
May! And... after a 2-year hiatus, the #1 
blockbuster musical, Avenue Q, returns to 
Act II for a 3-week run, starting on May 6th!

Are you visiting Puerto Vallarta for the 
first time?  Well, Act II is THE PLACE to 
go!  With multiple shows every night, and 
featuring fabulous stage plays and Broadway 
musicals, as well as live cabaret and drag 
shows, Act II brings to you the “BEST OF 

THE BEST” performers in the Banderas Bay! 
Many of our shows sell out, so check the 
schedule below and get your tickets now so 
that you don’t miss out!  Tickets are available 
today at act2pv.com, and at our box office! 

Extended runs!

➧ Little Shop of Horrors, PV’s #1 musical, 
through April 18! 

➧ “I Got Rhythm,” a Gershwin Musical 
Review, through April 9! 

➧ Nunsense Amen, a hilarious musical about 
5 nuns, played by 5 men, through April 14.
➧ Chicago, The Musical, sold out every 

week, through April 20. 
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ONLY TWO MORE SHOWS (#1 Main 
Stage Musical in the past 6 seasons)

A Cult Musical/Horror Comedy  
Thursdays - 7 p.m. (Extended thru 

April 18, by popular demand!)

One of Off-Broadway’s most popular 
cult musicals, Little Shop of Horrors 
is the hilarious tale of a down-and-out 
Skid Row floral assistant, the girl he 
loved, and a strange new, man-eating 
plant threatening to tear their world 
apart.  This cult classic was one of the 
longest-running Off-Broadway shows 
and has become a household name 
thanks to a highly successful film version 
and a fantastic musical score!  For the 
past 30 years, people just can’t get the 
catchy music out of their heads!  

Directed by Alfonso López, the 
uber-talented director of “Rocky 
Horror” last year, this beloved 
horror/comedy/rock/musical is another 
first-class production at Act II and 
brings back the sounds and ambiance 
of the rock ‘n’ roll era.  It stars many 
of your favorite Act II actors, plus 
some wonderful new faces, including 
Maria Rose, Joey Martinez, Alex 
McLauchlan, Andrew Sands, 
Shawn Morgan, Eli Estrada, 
Sasha del Oceano, and Ximena 
Peña Esparza.   It also features the 
return of Act II Managing Partner, 
Danny Mininni, to the stage, with his 
portrayal of the crotchety and hilarious 
“Mr. Mushnik.”  With its delightful 
cast and toe-tapping music, Little Shop 
of Horrors is a must-see this season! 

Puerto Vallarta’s #1 Musical - EVER! 
Directed by Alfonso Alfonso López
Opening Night: Monday, May 6 - 

Party 6 p.m. / Show 7 p.m. 
Continuing Shows: May 6, 8, 11, 
13, 15, 18, 20, 22, 25 - 7 p.m.

AVENUE Q, the most popular 
musical ever presented in Puerto 
Vallarta, returns in May, just in 
time for Pride Week!  AVENUE 
Q is a delightful, laugh-out-
loud American musical that was 
performed on Broadway from 2003 
to 2009. Audiences everywhere 
have been captivated by its fresh 
and funny story, and it won the 
prestigious 2004 “Triple Crown” 
for Tony Awards…. Best Music, 
Best Score and Best Book!

The story of AVENUE Q takes 
place in New York City and the 
street is Avenue Q, the only address 
you can afford when you’re fresh 
out of college, out of a job, or just 
trying to find your purpose in life.  
It is a coming-of-age parable that 
satirizes the issues and anxieties of 
entering adulthood.

Filled with gut-busting humor 
and a delightfully catchy score 
(not to mention the use of full-
size puppets that are animated by 
unconcealed human puppeteers), 
Avenue Q is a truly unique show 
that received rave reviews at Act 
II two years ago!  Although the 
show addresses slightly bawdy, 
humorous adult issues (and is not 
recommended for children), it is 
very similar to a beloved children’s 
show -- a place where puppets are 
friends.  It is directed by Act II 
Entertainment´s Musical Director, 
Alfonso Lopez, and features many 
of our local talent.

Simply put, this show is the 
perfect choice for those of you who 

may be wondering how the hell we 
got to this point in our lives and are 
constantly questioning what your 
purpose is.  But for now, you can 
just sit back, enjoy, belly-laugh, 
and rejoice at the marvel of this 
modern-day musical! 

Featuring Renee Armand, the voice 
behind the Oscar-Winning Song, 

“The Morning After” from the 
movie, Poseidon Adventure 

Opening Night - Tuesday, April 23 - 
Party 6:30 p.m. / Show 7:30 p.m. 

April 23, 25, 27, 30, and 
May 2, 4 - 7:30 p.m.

Due to popular demand, Renee 
Armand, Act II’s favorite 
songstress, returns to Puerto 
Vallarta for her 4th exciting 
season!  This “wild child” of the 
60’s grew up in Laurel Canyon, the 
crossroads between Beverly Hills 
and Hollywood, at the same time as 
many of her good friends… Mama 
Cass, Carly Simon, The Beatles, 
The Eagles, James Taylor, George 
Harrison, Carole King, Linda 
Ronstadt and more.  They worked 
together, played together, and wrote 
the music that shaped a generation.  

The Gal with a Gazillion Voices 
Drag comedy, singing and 

impersonations! 
Opening Night -   Wednesday, 

April 17 - 9:30 p.m.
April 17, 21, 24, 28 - 9:30 p.m.

JoAnna (aka Joe Perry) is 
celebrating her 13th season as 
a headline performer here in 
Vallarta! She started out in NYC, 
and has won numerous awards, 
including “The Best Patsy Cline 
Singer” at the Cowgirl Hall of 
Fame.  She is well-known for her 
amazing impressions, and can 
do an amazing impersonation of 
Cher, Tina Turner, Patsy Cline, 
Madonna, Marilyn Monroe, 
Celine Dion, Elvis Presley, Dolly 
Parton… and more!  In addition 
to PV, JoAnna has enjoyed 6 
smash seasons in Provincetown, 
Massachusetts, and has had 8 
fabulous summer seasons in 
Ogunquit, Maine!  The New York 
Times hails her as “One of the 
Best!”  and the Florida Sun writes 
that she is “Beyond impressions, 
Parody and Burlesque.”

Coming Soon to Act II: 

Sharing the music of the 60’s 
and 70’s, this free-spirited, vibrant 
woman will captivate you with 
her incredible talent, her warmth 
and her honesty.  Her heartfelt 
tributes and humor, combined 
with a magnificent, soulful voice 
will touch you like never before, 
and you’ll find yourself re-living 
those magical times singing 
along to the familiar tunes.   
Renee sang and toured with John 
Denver for six years and is the 
voice behind the Academy Award-
winning song, “The Morning After,” 
from the movie, The Poseidon 
Adventure.  She has performed to 
sold-out audiences at Act II for the 
past four years, and, no doubt, will 
do so again this year.  This show is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and 
a MUST-SEE in Puerto Vallarta!  
Get your tickets today!
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(Only two more shows!) This year’s 
FUNNIEST MUSICAL...  BAR NUN! 

(Pun intended!) 
Every Sunday - 7 p.m. (Extended thru 

April 14, by popular demand)

Nunsense, A-Men! is a take-off 
on the 2nd longest-running Off-
Broadway smash hit, Nunsense, 
only second to Little Shop of 
Horrors!  But here in Puerto 
Vallarta, all of the characters 
are MALE musical comedy 
performers!  Act II’s “sacrilegious” 
version of Nunsense, A-Men! 
features uproarious horseplay 
and side-splitting jokes that are 
performed by Bert Ramirez, Shawn 
Morgan, José Jasso, Roberto 
Gomez, and Al Carswell.  Check 
out their video, #sheNUNigans,  to 
see them parasailing, racing 
down the Malecon on Segways 
and experimenting with 
tequila... All in full habits!  The 
Act II nuns are always up to 
something new and irreverent! 
Directed by Alfonso López 
and choreographed by Steven 
Retchless, Nunsense, A-Men! is 
the kind of show that picks you up 
and shakes you around and makes 
you want to dance.  

(Only two more shows!)
A NuName Production 

Directed by Edoardo Rocha 
Tickets are available at www.act2pv.com 

Every Saturday - 7 p.m. (Extended 
through April 20, by popular demand!)

The iconic American musical, 
Chicago, features music by John 
Kander, lyrics by Fred Ebb, and a 
book by Ebb and John Fosse.  When 
it debuted on Broadway back in the 
1970’s, Chicago became a classic 
and won 6 Tony Awards!  The 
Broadway revival in 1996 now 
holds the record as the longest-
running musical revival and the 
longest-running American musical 
in Broadway history!  This NuName 
Production is absolutely amazing!   
It features 12 dancers, along with 
stage favorites, Michael Gibney, 
MaryJo Nelson, Maria Rose, 
Edoardo Rocha, Joan Houston, 
and Marsha Ward Ross! This 
spectacular musical is as addictive 
as gossip rags, and as unforgettable 
as any trial of the century. It is the 

one show you can always count 
on to give you the thrills and 
memories that only come from 
seeing a Broadway musical.  It is 
an unforgettable journey into the 
crime and corruption of the 1920’s

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Saw the show and it was 
amazing.  An extremely high quality 
performance.  The actors were 
brilliant and the costumes were 
perfect.  A must see!” ~ emsegue

(Closing Night This Tuesday, April 9) 
 Breaks Box office records for any 

Musical Revue!. A Celebration of the 
Music of Gershwin  -  All the songs 

you never knew you knew!   
Tuesday - 7 p.m. (FINAL SHOW - APRIL 9!) 
(From the same team that brought 

you “Some Enchanted Evening,” the 
HIT musical revue from last season. 

Starring 6 of the best singers in 
Puerto Vallarta…)

Summertime, I Got Rhythm, Nice 
Work If You Can Get It, S’Wonderful, 
Embraceable You, Someone to Watch 
Over Me, The Man I Love, Let’s Call 
the Whole Thing Off, Strike Up the 
Band, Blah, Blah, Blah, Fascinating 
Rhythm, Delishious, Soon, Treat Me 
Rough, The Man that Got Away, 
and many more! George Gershwin 
(1898-1937) was one of America’s 
most influential music composers 
and pianists who worked in both 
classical and popular styles.  Most 
of his songs were written to words 
written by his brother, Ira Gershwin.  
Some of his most well-known works 
are Rhapsody in Blue, An American 
in Paris and Porgy and Bess, which 
is considered to be one of the most 
important American operas of the 
20th century. 

I Got Rhythm features beautiful 
harmonies, duets, solos, and mini 
vignettes of song and dance. Each 
song sparkles with pure Americana 
from the 20’s and 30’s. Come and 
take a step back in time as you enjoy 
this art-deco themed show starring 
Act II partner, Alfonso López, 
along with MaryJo Nelson, Sasha 
del Océano, Marsha Ward Ross, 
Alberto Ponce, and Andrew Sands.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“I love Act II! On my recent trip 
to Puerto Vallarta a friend told 
me about the shows there. I went 
to the Gershwin review called “I 
Got Rhythm,” and it was fabulous! 
The singing, the dancing, and the 
energy was incredible. We were 
all singing along to all the songs 
we knew. I had so much fun that 
night that I decided to go again. 
This time I saw “Chicago.” What a 
marvelous show!...”~ dancerjane

”...A show not to be missed!” - 
Tom Bernes 

“... the cast members … made me 
a believer.” -  Ed Gill

“...I stood and clapped in 
appreciation when the show 
was over, as did most of the 
audience.”   - Ed Gill 

“...another successful opening... 
well worth waiting for!”- Mary Zack 

“...Go see the Gershwin show 
at Act II. They have come up 
with another winner!” - Sharon 
Baughman White

“... This show has proven to be the 
“sleeper hit” of the season!  What 
a fun one!”  ~ H. J. Ross

TripAdvisor êêêêê

“Very good entertainment! 
The actors were very talented, the 

singing was very good and they did 
an excellent job with the stage and 
sets…  The theater is small and very 
comfortable and offers an intimate 
setting. They will serve drinks while 
during the performance. I highly 
recommend going.” ~ fossr50

“Fantastic, fun and magical. A 
intimate venue with a very talented 
cast. Highly entertaining. I highly 
recommend going to see this.” - 
Scott R

“ACT II has done it again! 
Surpassed themselves.  WOW! 
what a Terrific Show!” - afield2015 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

“Best show ever in Puerto 
Vallarta. A must see, amazing talent 
and set design. Would love to see it 
again.”- Michelle S

“I didn’t expect the level of 
professionalism on display, from 
the sets, acting, singing to the 
choreography. ACT ll May be a 
small venue but they definitely put 
on big shows. Yes it may be a cliche 
but run don’t walk and get tickets 
for this musical... As a plus they 
have a great patio to enjoy a drink 
prior to the show.” - rickdj5364YT
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HEDDA LETTUCE - Winner, 
Funniest Drag Show 2017 - 2018  

Featuring Hedda Lettuce’s 
smorgasboard of live comedy, songs, 

and stand-up improvisations 
Every Tuesday - 7:30 p.m. (NEW TIME!) 

Every Friday - 9:30 p.m.  
(Shows extended through May 24)

Hedda Lettuce, the six-time 
Drag Queen of the Year Award-
winner (HX magazine) and the 
legendary “green goddess” of 
drag, is excited to return to Puerto 
Vallarta for her fourth “sold out” 
season!  Her show, this year, is 
a loving send-up to her favorite 
town…. Puerto Vallarta!  Hedda 
will glamorize another season as 
she dishes out a tossed salad of 
improvisational comedy, sultry 
songs, and dazzling gowns.  (And 
it’s entirely fat-free!) She will 
gladly engage you in a night of 
storytelling, bawdy and biting wit, 
spontaneous comedy, and live (not 
lip-synched) singing!  Her show 
includes her nationally-acclaimed 
original comedic music that is 
peppered with parodies of old time 
favorites and startling satire.  Hedda 
Lettuce is one of New York City’s 
premiere drag queens and keeps the 
audience screaming with laughter 
for the entire show!

Diana Villamonte  - A Musical Tribute 
to Whitney Houston featuring PV’s 

#1 Star, Diana Villamonte
Diana Returns to Act II after winning 

FIRST RUNNER UP in the Voice of Mexico! 
(WARNING!!  All of Diana 

Villamonte’s shows sell out well in 
advance!  Get your tickets now!) 

Every Friday - 7:30 p.m. (Through May 24)

This year, Act II is thrilled to 
announce that Diana, along with 
director Alfonso López,  has created 
yet ANOTHER sensational hit 
show, “I Will Always Love You,” 
a musical tribute to Whitney 
Houston!  Diana, with her 
powerhouse voice and infectious 
personality, is the perfect singer 
to take on the iconic Whitney (her 
lifelong inspiration).  The highlight 
of Diana’s show last year was when 
she previewed some of her Whitney 
Houston songs, often having most 
audience members in tears. Diana 
blew the audience away, and her 
fans begged for a whole show of 
Whitney’s songs!  

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Run don’t walk to see both shows! 
You can then say I saw her when! 
To see this amazing talent in such a 
warm and intimate setting will blow 
you away! Both her Motown and 

Beyond and her Tribute to Whitney 
Houston shows are unbelievable! 
She came in first runner up this 
year on the Voice of Mexico. I have 
no doubt she would have won if all 
of her US & Canadian fans had 
Mexican phones and were able to 
vote! She will be packing in huge 
stadiums soon... so don’t miss this 
show!!” ~ sgunze

Starring Puerto Vallarta and New York 
City favorite, SUTTON LEE SEYMOUR! 
Every Tuesday & Thursday - 9:30 p.m.   

(Extended through April 18)

NYC (and PV’s) drag darling, 
Sutton Lee Seymour, stars in 
DRAGFLIX, a new comedy 
spoofing your favorite TV shows, 
movies, and musicals with parodies 
of GAME OF THRONES, THE 
HANDMAID’S TALE, HARRY 
POTTER, and more!  

Sutton Lee Seymour, known as 
“the Robin Williams of Drag,” 
is New York City’s Live Singing 
Comedy Queen of Stage and 
Screen, having performed with 
Atlantis Events on their gay cruise 
and resort vacations, and making 
numerous appearances on Bravo 
TV’s Watch What Happens Live 
with Andy Cohen! She has toured 
with her shows to sold-out crowds 
in Chicago, Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Washington DC, plus 
other beach “vacation towns” 

like Ogunquit, Rehoboth, and 
Saugatuck!  In New York City, 
Sutton Lee Seymour has become 
the premier “Broadway Queen,” 
hosting and starring in a number of 
weekly shows and cabarets!  Keep 
up with her adventures and travels 
on Facebook and Instagram by 
following @suttonleeseymour.

Music and Dance from the 50’s and 
60’s  Every Saturday - 5 p.m.  

ONLY 3 MORE SHOWS 
(Show cancelled this week)

Act II is pleased to announce 
a brand new 50’s and 60’s show, 
“Twist and Shout,” featuring 
musical hits from the 50’s and 
60’s!  The dynamic duo, Pedro 
Islas and Faride Talamás perform 
many of the songs that you love…. 
I Wanna Be Loved By You, Can’t 
Take My Eyes Off of You, Be My 
Baby, Lollipop, I Only Want to Be 
With You, Twist and Shout... and 
more!  This show has a unique 

format and is full of singing, 
comedy, and DANCING to the 
rhythms that changed the world!

TripAdvisor êêêêê

“Twist and Shout was amazing!  
Visiting Puerto Vallarta I had 

the great decision to come into a 
beautiful cabaret with one of the 
most amazing shows I ever have 
seen there, Twist and Shout. The two 
singers are great actors, they are full 
of energy, great voices and amazing 
dancing. For sure if you are visiting 
Vallarta you can’t miss this amazing 
show, it’s like a time travel to a funny 
and full of emotions night! Totally a 
MUST!” ~ Bryan O

What more could you want from 
a musical than passion and laughter 
and fun? This is a show not to be 
missed at Act II Stages!  

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“It just keeps getting better!  On 
this trip my husband and I attended 
3 shows...Nunsense, Diana 
Villamonte and Little Shop of 
Horrors. All were very different and 
wonderful! I am happy to see that 
they are expanding the number and 
types of shows while continuing to 
bring PV quality live entertainment. 
The service is excellent and the 
setting fun. Go early and listen 
to the music in the bar. And yes, 
it is for everyone...please don’t 
feel it is only a gay venue...don’t 
miss it!” - Connie, Long Beach 
“I loved it!! My friends loved it. 
Mother Superior was spot on funny 
when she gets stoned and moved 
the production along from scene to 
scene. The whole cast was great, 
harmonies were delightful, great 
voices and endearing characters. 
I’d see it again!” - Cherrydelo1776
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For more information about our shows, or to order tickets, please go to our website at www.act2pv.com  Tickets are also available at our box 
office which is open daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. The Act II Entertainment Stages complex is located upstairs on the corner of Insurgentes and 

Basilio Badillo in the Romantic Zone on the South side of Puerto Vallarta.  For more information, call 222-1512, or follow Act II on Facebook.

THIS WEEK - 2nd Wednesday - 
“Us Two Goes Country” 

Winner - 2017 Best Band Award! 
Every Wednesday - A New Show! 

7:30 p.m. (Extended through May 22)

Never before has Act II 
witnessed such loyalty from fans 
who discovered Us Two at Act II 
Entertainment!  

With more TripAdvisor 5 
star reviews than any other PV 
performers, fans have been known 
to attend an UsTwo show every 
week!  With that in mind that, Act 
II Producer, Danny Mininni, and 
the members of Us Two, give fans 
the chance to see a new show every 
week!  Us Two’s Wednesday night 
show features a different show 
every week, with a total of four 
different shows per month!  Known 
for bringing the classics that you 
love the most back to life, Us Two 
will feature a “Oldies, Volume I 
and Volume II,” because how can 
you fit all of that great music into 
one show?  

Other shows will include “Us Two 
Goes Country” and the intimate 
“Unplugged” show.  (See website 
and press releases for weekly genre 
reminders.)  But no matter what 
the genre is, Us Two always brings 
you music from the 70’s, 80’s and 
90’s in the form of song and dance, 
rock and roll, fun and games and 
humor and chat, all bundled into 
a 90-minute Vegas-style show!  
Every week a different show, this 
week… 2nd Wednesday  - “Us Two 
Goes Country”

(Closing night April 14) Comedy 
Drag Cabaret, starring JoAnna, and 
Emmy-Award Winner, ChiChi Rones 
Sundays & Wednesdays- 9:30 p.m. 

(Extended through April 14)  

The Dueling Drag Divas return 
to the Red Room with an All-
NEW, 2019 LIVE show!  JoAnna 
(aka Joe Perry) and Emmy Award 
Winner, ChiChi Rones, sing 
hysterical spoofs of Cher, Tina 
Turner, Marilyn Monroe, Shirley 
Bassey, Amy Winehouse, Janis 
Joplin, Lady Gaga and more! 

A musical tribute to ABBA and Elton John, 
featuring UsTwo and their LIVE BAND  

Every Sunday - 7:30 p.m. 
(Extended through May 23)

UsTwo presents a musical tribute 
to the timeless music of two 
unforgettable acts which began 
in the 1970’s, ABBA and Elton 
John!  UsTwo will perform songs 
that you remember, such as Mama 
Mia, Dancing Queen, Chiquitita, 
Sad Song, Candle in the Wind, and 
Rocket Man, and more.  

Their repertoire changes with 
each performance, but these 
amazing vocalists (and their 
live band) will treat you to an 
unforgettable evening of music 
and an evening to remember!  

ABBA and its flamboyant 
costumes and catchy music is 
considered to be one of the 
top musical groups in history, 
having sold over 500 million 
albums!  Elton John first became 
famous for his oversize glasses 
and outrageous outfits, but his 
enduring popularity and incredible 
talent have earned him five 
Grammy awards, induction into 
the Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame, 
and sales of over 300 million 
albums!  Together, these two 
acts epitomized the soft rock/
pop musical sounds that became 
hugely popular in the 70’s, and is 
still loved around the world today.  

All new show!  Starring 
Puerto Vallarta’s beloved 6’7” 

POWERHOUSE, Mama Tits! 
Every Monday & Saturday 9:30 p.m. 
(Shows extended through May 27)

After her second record-breaking 
year as one of the Top Headliners 
of the illustrious Red Room 
Cabaret at Act II Stages, Mama 
Tits is thrilled to return for her 
fourth hit season! This year she is 
back with her raw and witty take on 
life, sex, relationships and living 
your truth. Mama Tits weaves her 
soulful live singing with her stories 
and comedy into one big joyride 
of a show, with a strong message 
of love, emotion and positive 
reinforcement, (not unlike her 
trusty underwire bra)!  Jazz, blues, 
pop, rock and Broadway round 
out this year’s eclectic selection 
of songs.  Check out her many 
reviews on Trip Advisor! 

Diana Villamonte, Voice of Mexico Star
A Musical tribute to the great ladies of 
Motown and Beyond, featuring Puerto 

Vallarta’s #1 songstress, Diana Villamonte 
(WARNING!  #1 Box Office - 2 seasons 
running!  All of Diana’s shows sell out 
well in advance.  Get your tickets fast!)  

Every Monday - 7:30 p.m. 
(Extended through May 27)

Diana Villamonte in “More 
Motown & Beyond” is the #1 show 
in Puerto Vallarta!  This tiny little 
gal with the powerhouse voice and 
infectious personality pays respect 
to the great ladies (and a few of the 
boys) of Motown (and beyond), with 
a special tribute to Aretha Franklin, as 
well as Diana Ross, Shirley Bassey, 
Whitney Houston, Anita Ward, Etta 
James, Nina Simone, Aretha Franklin 
and Donna Summer.  Her passion 
and commitment to her music, as 
well as her rich, belting notes and 
electrifying top register will bring 
tears to your eyes.  

TripAdvisor êêêêê 

“Fiercely Talented Singing 
Sensation Diana Villamonte 
Dazzles in Puerto Vallarta! Just 
when we thought what dazzled us 
most about Puerto Vallarta was 
its lush mountain landscapes, 
sparkling blue waters and rich art 
scene…” ~ Boris Betanoff

“Diana is totally ready for 
Broadway and or the movies. Her 
voice her look and her dancing just 
completely paralyzes you. What I 
am trying to say is that if you want 
to see the greatest show on earth go 
see Diana.” ~ lorieg2019
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Giselle Belanger RN, LCSW

RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is available for 
appointments in person, by phone, or by skype webcam. 
Contact info: ggbelangerpv@gmail.com  
Mex cell: 044 (322) 138-9552 or US cell: (312) 914-5203

Giselle Bellanger

It shouldn’t be any surprise to me 
that since a large percentage of people 
I see in therapy are over 50 years old, 
that we are discovering that many of 
them have ADD or ADHD and have 
never been diagnosed.

“Attention Deficit Disorder” or ADD 
is a fairly common diagnosis in school-
age children, especially if it is combined 
with hyperactivity or ADHD.  However, 
30, 40, 50 years ago, it lurked in the 
classrooms and no one knew what to 
call it or what to do about it.  They didn’t 
even know what “it” was. The children 
suffered, the teachers complained, and 
the mothers agonized.  As you may 
remember in your elementary school 
days, there always seemed to be one kid 
disrupting the classroom or bouncing 
off the walls or who could never sit 
still, which was an unmistakable sign of 
hyperactivity.  They were the only ones 
likely to be diagnosed and back then 
and put on Ritalin.  They were the lucky 
ones.  The rest went undiagnosed and 
slipped through the cracks. 

Instead, their symptoms were labeled 
as negative attitudes or behaviors 
and they were accused of “not 
paying attention” … “not trying hard 
enough”…“not being interested”… 
“ d a y d r e a m i n g ” … “ a l w a y s 
interrupting”…“procrastinating”.
As the years passed, many of these 
children continued struggling through 
school, being scolded and punished by 
their parents for poor grades and bad 
behavior and being shamed by their 
teachers and classmates.  Eventually, 
their self-esteem sank causing them to 
believe they were stupid, incapable, 
and inferior and their self-worth was 
based on non-academic activities like 
sports, music, art, sex, and drugs. 

Growing up
Does any of this sound familiar?  

Who does this remind you of: your 
partner, your sibling, your child, or 
yourself?  Think of that person or 
consider yourself as you read this. 
(I will now refer to the person with 
ADD as “you”)  Growing up, did 
you feel like:  you didn’t fit in… no 
one understood you… that you were 
stupid… why bother… you shouldn’t 
have the same dreams and goals as 
your friends… university was out 
of the question… you shouldn’t 

expect much success???  Did you go 
through life feeling like everyone was 
aggravated with you and annoyed at 
your irresponsibility, forgetfulness, 
tardiness?  Did you come to believe 
that you are the screw up they kept 
accusing you of being?

Socially, you may have suffered as 
well.  Your choice in friends probably 
changed.  You may have started hanging 
around with the bad crowd, or maybe 
you isolated.  Maybe you lost interest 
in things that used to be exciting. You 
may have become much more negative 
and irritable.  You may have walked 
around angry and defensive. You may 
have been depressed. 

How has your undiagnosed ADD 
(or ADHD) affected your adult life? 

Often times, you don’t realize 
that your general behavior or way 
of doing things isn’t normal.  I hear 
those affected with ADD, comment 
all of the time that they had no idea 
other people weren’t like that or that 
they have always thought their partner 
nagged for no reason. 

Does your partner, boss, or friends 
accuse you of any of the following?  
Being disorganized… not finishing 
projects at all or not on time… not 
following instructions… not paying 
attention to detail… making careless 
mistakes… shifting from one project or 
task to another without completing them.  

Do you misplace things: sunglasses, 
car keys, reading glasses, wallet, cell 
phones?  Do you lack organizational 
habits like always putting such things 
in a specific place every time?  Do you 
toss things into a junk drawer and then 
frantically look for it later on? Is your 
purse a mess? 

In conversations, are you accused 
of interrupting, not letting someone 
finish their sentence or thought, and/or 
not listening to what other people are 
saying? Is it difficult to tolerate opposing 
opinions?  Are you easily distracted? 

Scattered?  Are you forgetful?  Do 
you always need reminding?  Do you 
keep an agenda or calendar?  Do you 
have a routine?  Do you plan ahead or 
hate to plan?  Do you manage time well? 

What have you learned to do over 
the years to compensate for any of 
this or are you still scattered and 
provoking a lot of negative response 
from others?

Is all of this the source of many of 
your relationship issues, disagreements, 
fights?  Have you sabotaged job 
opportunities or lost a job due to this?  
Has your school and/or job performance 
suffered because of this? 

Here is an excellently written 
illustration of what it is to experience 
an ADHD thought process.  Let’s 
take a sneak peek: “Good morning 
mind, wait, let me catch-up with you. 
Let me have the first cup of coffee 
before I begin my day! Ah, coffee 
helps me focus on today’s plans... 
Oh, the dog has “the look” and it’s 
time to take him to the dog park... 
e-mails oh e-mails… someone might 
be e-mailing me! Leash, where IS the 
leash?  where is the coffee?... gotta 
have coffee… where is the dog? … oh 
yah, dog, dog park… gotta get off the 
computer…no time for that now…I 
do wonder what the annual rainfall 
is in Chile in October… travel sounds 

great right now! Oh, I need to see 
the Chiropractor today… what time? 
Dog…leash…out the door… Oh no, 
NO laundry soap… ANOTHER trip to 
Costco, takes all day and I don’t have 
any time. The phone, did I forget my 
appointment… which appointment? 
Missed call… wonder who called. 
Could call back, but not now, I don’t 
have time.  If it is important, they will 
leave a message.  Car keys… did I 
leave them in the dog park??”

Those of us who have no idea of 
what is to experience this are probably 
laughing out loud. It is truly incredible.  
I can’t imagine trying to filter all of 
that and focus.  Those of you with 
ADD, probably aren’t laughing at all.  
You are probably thinking that “this 
sounds just like me”. 

Over the years, it is likely that you’ve 
adapted and learned how to compensate 
for many of these things or learned how 
to manage them, so that they have less 
of an impact on your daily life.  Even 
with the compensatory skills, life is still 
way too difficult. 

Get diagnosed
It is not necessary for you to tolerate 

living like this any longer.  Getting 
diagnosed (by a psychiatrist) and onto 
medications can be life changing …
seriously.  Children and adults notice 
changes within hours and over the 
course of several days or weeks; they 
can’t imagine their life without it. 
Students’ grades improve dramatically. 
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Krystal Frost

For questions and comments - Cell: 322 116-9645, 
Email: krystal.frost73@hotmail.com

Krystal Frost
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And now is the time before it goes 
viral here in Mexico.  While the CFE 
(which stands for Federal Commission 
of Electricity) guys that send the 
green bill with lots of numbers on 
it) is fumbling with how it can get 
its finger in the pie, residential and 
small businesses are plugging into 
the our greatest asset here in PV: the 
SUNSHINE.

We recently added 25 solar panels 
to our rooftop (in midtown Vallarta), 
that covers 75% of our use.  We 
hope to add the other 7 panels that 
will cover 100% usage and a bit to 
spare...  Organic Select has a number 
of standing coolers, refrigerators and 
freezers, grain mills, food processors, 
air conditioners in the processing 
room, fans, lights, office equipment, 
etc.... which suck up a huge amount of 
juice.  We hated the idea we were using 
so much energy… what to do?  Our 
solar package was put together by a 
small hometown firm who engineered 
the deal, installation and helped with 
financing.  Our monthly payments are 
less then what we would pay to the 
CFE, and the system will be ours in 3 
years.  It’s portable and guaranteed for 
25 years.  Geez... can’t beat that!

However, when we contacted the 
CFE to put in our new meter, it has 
been nothing but setback after setback.  
Makes me think they are not really into 
the private citizen sucking up energy 
from the Sun.

Here’s what’s on the wire about 
solar energy in Mexico from Green 
Tech Media (GTM):

“The mañana mantra is alive and 
well at the CFE,” said Don Walter, 
CEO of Sonora Energy Group, 

based in the northwestern city of 
Hermosillo, in an interview with 
GTM.   Progress is underway, with 
the government having set targets for 
renewables to account for 25 percent 
of power generated by 2018, 30 
percent by 2021, 35 percent by 2024, 
and 60 percent by 2050 as part of the 
reform’s energy transition law. 

Investment in the solar sector so 
far this year totals around USD $2.5 
Billion, while the number of solar 
companies operating in Mexico has 
leapt to around 600 - a 1,200 percent 
increase from 46 in 2010, according 
to ANES.

But there are major hurdles to 
overcome for Mexico to harness its 
full potential, according to academics 
and local and international firms.  
Much of the frustration comes from 
the lack of information regarding 
regulations and tenders provided by 
state utility CFE and the energy 
regulatory commission.

The bigger concerns are not the 
timing or release of data, but with 
the CFE’s fumbling of the ‘qualified 
user’ definition, which is a major 
impediment to further development,” 
said Walter.

He expressed concern about 
the manipulation of commercial, 
industrial and residential electricity 
rates, which, as promised by the CFE 
late last year, have dropped month-on-
month since January, but rose again in 
August, just when we all have our a/c 
and fans blasting.

 “That does not give developers 
or investors confidence that they are 
dealing with something they can 
understand.  And that’s a problem, and 
a risk that Mexico runs by overplaying 
its hand,” he said.

“If we really want to harness power 
from solar panels, we need to move 
toward the construction of electricity 
network infrastructure or autonomous 
micro-networks operating on direct 
current,” (that’s us!) said Arturo 
Morales-Acevedo, an academic at 
the national polytechnic’s advanced 
research and study center, speaking to 
the state news agency in July.

“The CFE has yet to develop an 
understanding of the sector,” said 
Juan Pablo López, corporate director 
of Mexico-based PV solutions firm 
Bioenergy. Fiscal incentives are in 
place, including a 20 percent discount 
on property tax for residences 
generating more than 50 percent 
of their power needs.  Companies 
using solar also receive a tax break 
on payrolls and water tariffs, (news 
to us) making PV technology more 
accessible.  But the lack of clear 
rules means that “one cannot yet sell 
electricity to the CFE,” said López.

So, the idea is… the electricity 
generated with our solar panels goes 
into the stream of energy measured by 
a 2-way meter (the one we can’t seem 
to get), then we receive a credit for 
how much we generate with our solar 
power.  We will receive a bill if we 
use more than we generate.  If not, we 
receive a credit. 

The bottom line:
We are using our own solar energy.  

It’s not being measured by the CFE 
(not our fault) but our bill is WAY 
down.  This makes us the direct 
current brats mentioned.

Those of you who own your homes, 
or condo, or even if you don’t, solar 
energy here in Mexico, the land of 
sunshine, is a no brainer.  We can 
generate our own juice and share it.  
At least get one of those solar heaters.  
It’s truly silliness to pay for gas to heat 
your water. 
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Harriet Murray

Can be contacted at harriet@casasandvillas.com  
www.casasandvillas.com

Harriet Murray

Condominiums are a large part of 
the real estate inventory in the Bay.  
The price range is wider, so more 
people can afford this form of real 
estate.  Condominium ownership can 
require less oversite by the owner.  
Some areas of town are leading in new 
projects, such as the Romantic Zone, 
a.k.a. the Emiliano Zapato colonia.  
Marina Vallarta is in a building mode, 
as well as Versalles West of Francisco 
Villa.  In the hotel zone between the 
airport and downtown PV, there are 
new condominium projects, large and 
small, being built.

To protect condominium owners, the 
revised Civil Code of Jalisco provides 
a comprehensive description of what 
condominium ownerships means, and 
how owners can protect their interests.

In my experience, a number of buyers 
do not take the time to learn the ins and 
outs of this body of law.  It is to the 
owner’s benefit to be knowledgeable 
in the rules and regulations.  This 
specific code protects the interests 
of the condominium ownership as a 
whole.   It is a mistake to assume that 
the rules and laws for condominiums 
in the States are the same as in Mexico.

Let’s go through some basics of the 
condominium civil code.  The code 
defines a condominium regime legally 
and imposes responsibilities and 
limitations of ownership.  

1.- Each condominium unit represents 
a percentage of the total individual 
ownership as well as a percentage of the 
undivided common areas.  

2.- The developer has to establish 
a condo regime legally and obtain 
authorization from the city.  The 
public document, which becomes 
the condominium regime that setting 
out the rules and regulations for the 

¨He who knows his law, gets ahead of those who do not¨

owners, includes:  a description of the 
buildings, the project specifications, 
the floor plans of the individual units 
and area in meters, the percentages 
of individual units in relation to the 
whole, and the amount of common 
area in meters and the percentage of 
common area owned by each unit.  

3.- In some cases parking spaces are 
deeded.  When the building is finished, 
a certificate of completion is issued.  The 
city requires a warranty from the builder 
that he will finish the building.  This 
requirement of a warranty has the builder 
sign a promissory note to the city.  

4.- Most of us know that the condo 
regime also sets out the rules and 
regulations for the owners to abide by.  
The owners may amend the rules and 
regulations, if they are not in conflict 
with the civil code, as long as the 
prescribed procedures for changing are 
followed.  The rights of the owners to use 
the common areas, within the described 
purposes, is as essential as the owners’ 
rights to enjoy their private area.  

5.- The most fundamental 
responsibility of the individual owner 
is to pay his maintenance fees.

The condominium will have an 
administrator appointed in the original 
regime, who can serve for a period 
of one year, or when the owners hold 
their first annual meeting.  At this 
meeting, the owners can appoint their 

own administrator.  The meeting in 
which the administrator is appointed 
should be notarized.  This gives the 
administrator an official, legal identity 
to perform his/her duties.  A power of 
attorney is given to the administrator.  
An administrator can be an individual 
or a corporation.  Some of the duties 
of the administrator are to: 

1. Abide by the resolutions taken 
by the owners at their annual ordinary 
and extraordinary  meetings. 

2.   Follow and enforce the resolutions 
of the administrative committee.  

3. Manage the daily operations of 
the building and to authorize expenses 
for maintenance and administration.

4.  Collect dues and fees approved 
by the association, and to keep a 
record of all income  and expenses.

5.  Keep the minutes of all the meetings. 
6. Provide financial reporting to 

the owners who request at times after 
every quarter.  

These reports include not only 
income and expenses, but accounts 
receivable. Accounts receivable 
include the list of owners who are 
behind in their dues and fees.    

The report should also give the cash 
balance available.

The executive board, or the 
administrative committee, is 
comprised of owners or residents 
who serve with the permission of the 

owners.  The members must be current 
in their maintenance fees.  This board 
have the responsibility to:

1.- Represent the homeowners in 
all matters of common interest.  They 
are given a judicial and administrative 
power of attorney to act for the owners.

2.- See that the administrator fulfills 
his duties.

3.- Meet with the administrator a 
minimum of once a month to receive a 
report on the status of the condominium.  

4.- Verify the accounting records.
5.- Revise the maintenance fees and 

the reserve funds.
6.- Assist the administrator in 

assuring that all homeowners fulfill 
their obligations.

7.- Report in the annual general 
meeting of all the business that has 
been done during the prior year.  To also 
report at this meeting on the general and 
financial conditions of the building.

8.- Authorize any agreements to 
allow a third party the use of the 
common areas.

9.- Authorize, when appropriate, 
the administrator to issue specific 
powers of attorney to other 
individuals who will further represent 
the condominium.  These people 
may be attorneys or accountants or 
other professional representing the 
condominium as a group.

This article is based upon legal opinions, 
current practices and my personal 
experiences in the Puerto Vallarta-Bahia 
de Banderas areas.  I recommend that 
each potential buyer or seller conduct 
his own due diligence and review. 
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Stan Gabruk (Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

www.facebook.com/pages/Master-Baiters-
Sportfishing-Tackle/88817121325  

Web page:  www.MasterBaiters.com.mx , 
Local Ph. at: (044) 322 779 7571 or our international 
number is: 011 52 322 209-1128, 10 to 9 local time.

The trade name Master Baiter’s ® Sportfishing 
and Tackle is protected under trade mark law 
and is the sole property of Stan Gabruk.

Stan Gabruk

Just when you get ready to “Spring 
Forward” on your clocks, winter is 
not necessarily agreeing with this 
change.  Water temperatures have 
now hit the seasonal lows, lower than 
last week.  Warm water species like 
Tuna can still -surprisingly enough- 
be had at Corbeteña.  It’s work, and 
your chances of being skunked are 
high.  But they’re hitting strikes 
daily for the time being, for a few 
good reasons.  It’s more or less “roll 
the dice” fishing right now, but there 
are options!

For the time being Corbeteña 
is an interesting place.  There are 
Yellowfin Tuna in the area, especially 
since the Tuna Crabs have returned 
with 3-inch pink Squid.  To give you 
an idea of how strong these two baits 
are for Yellowfin Tuna: irresistible.  
You’ll be working the entire day, 
trolling your back side off in search 
of what would be considered an iffy 
endeavor at best.  But if you’re like 
me, you have the fuel dollars, I’d 
be on my way now.  Amber Jacks 
to 45 lbs. are moving in to the Rock 
as well.  The Skippies have left the 

area so the bait sources are 
dropping a bit in the area.  Not 
good for Tuna, unless of course 
there are Squid and Red Tuna 
Crabs in the area!  El Banco is 
pretty much the same off the 
high spots as you’d expect.  But 
open water Tuna will be around 
as well.  A 12-hour trip might 
produce 3 Tuna from 40 to 
100 lbs., but it’s work, a lot of 
work.  For the guy looking for 
something guaranteed, this is 
definitely not the trip you want 
to take, amigos, fair warning.

Around the Marieta islands to 
Punta Mita we’ve got our usual 
Jack Crevalle to 45 lbs., Bonito 
to 35 lbs. and tasty.  Amber Jacks 
at 35 lbs. are here at the Marieta 
islands.  There have been some 
Rooster fish at 40 lbs. caught at 
the Sayulita / Anclote reef area 
and on the sandy beaches surf 
line.  But to be straight up, there 
is nothing in this area other than 
Roosters that you can’t find in 
the bay. 

Inside the bay we’re seeing 
that cold water temperatures can 
have some small advantages.  
Sea Bass are a cold water fish, 
we don’t see them until about 
this time of the year.  Averaging 
in the 15 to 25-lb range they can 
get over 35 lbs.  Since this is such 
a short window Sea Bass are a great 
option for the visiting angler.  Bonito 
are also in the bay, but not too many, 
except the babies of course.  It is 
spring. Jack Crevalle are always 
around and running 30 lbs. and 
up.  We’re still seeing some days 
with great action, but then there are 
days when you can’t find a fish for 
anything.  It’s the risk at this time of 
the year, when you can be just riding 

around on a boat, hoping for a bite.  
If you have the attitude of demanding 
fish, then it may not be in your best 
interest to put so much pressure 
on a captain that is doing what he 
can.  For the guy who just wants to 
give it a good shot and not get his 
panties in a bunch, then the fishing 
is perfect!  Sierra Mackerel in very 
small size ranges and the possibility 
of Snook around the shore line and 
of course there is always jigging 
around structure.  We hit this time of 

year and it’s always as the tourism 
season comes to an end and there is 
high demand for fishing. 

If you didn’t know, the Tres Marias 
Islands will soon be a cultural center.  
The prison is vacating the Island 
now and because of this, many think 

the area won’t be patrolled 
by the Navy any longer.  Of 
course, they’d be wrong.  The 
area within twelve miles is still 
a game reserve.  It’s a super 
fishing area especially during 
the summer.  Many are taking 
the local “Cattle Cars” to hit 
this area at $1,700. USD a pop.  
It’s more or less off season for 
fishing in Mexico, of course 
that all “depends”.  But the real 
high season for fishing, June to 
January is when the real action 
happens.  Even at the safe and 
legal distance in summer every 
time you drop a line in the 
water, it’s possible to have a 
world record at the end of your 
line.  What you don’t hear about 
is the Marlin, Dorado, Sailfish, 
more abundant than the local 
fishing grounds in summer as 
well.  Something to consider, 
contact us for more information 
on affordable fishing on our 
“Monster Safari” fishing trips! 

Until next week, don´t forget 
to kiss Your Fish!

Fishing Party - Our popular 
daily Super Panga option: Eight 
hours in a super Panga, half the 
boat, each half a max of two 
people, $275. USD.  We still 
run the best fishing deals in PV!  
Taking reservations now.  Also, 
if you’re looking for tours, 
consider us your supplier, 

book a boat, tours and keep it 
simple. 
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Gil Gevins

Is the author of five hilarious books, including his latest, 
1967: THE AUTUMN OF POST-COITAL DESPAIR.  
Signed copies of all Gil’s books are available at his wife’s 
wonderful shop, LUCY’S CUCU CABAÑA, located at 295 
Basilio Badillo. Or as E-Books on Amazon.

Gil Gevins

In the small pueblo of San Jose 
De Los Malolores everyone was 
busy consuming vast quantities of 
cholesterol and celebrating their 
Saint’s Day.  There was a fair, of 
course, featuring seventy year-old 
mechanical rides salvaged from the 
silt strewn shores of New Jersey.  The 
customary contingent of taco stands 
(two) had magically multiplied and 
mutated until there were now puestos 
everywhere selling greasy bacon-
wrapped hot dogs, very greasy French 
fries, criminally greasy huaraches and 
just about anything someone hoping to 
die fat, young and all bunged-up like a 
barrel of toxic sludge could desire. 

For over an hour I’d been sitting on 
an uncomfortable iron bench watching 
with wonder the colorful and frenetic 
activity swirling all around me, 
and gagging on the dense clouds of 
vaporized cooking oil, which rose 
from the ubiquitous food stands like 
mini-mushroom clouds over their 
respective Nagasakis. 

Night had long since fallen and I 
was seriously considering calling it 
quits when a very old skinny little man 
came to an unsteady halt before my 
bench and took a small bow.  In his 
gnarled hands he held a small wooden 
box from which protruded two long 
wires, which were in turn attached to 
a pair of round metal bars.

“Buenas noches,” he croaked politely.  
“Feliciano Suarez Mendoza at your 
service.  Would you like a shock?” 

“Huh?”
“The shock,” he said, “will put your 

spiritual and emotional equilibrium back 
into a state of naturalized harmony.”

“How nice.”
“Here,” he said, offering me the iron 

bars.  “I will give you the first shock 
for free.”

“An electric shock?”
“Of course!”
“Why would I want an electric 

shock?” 
 “Because, as I was saying, it will help 

to put your naturalized harmony back 
into a state of emotional equilibrium, 
which no woman can resist!”

  “Very impressive.  Listen, Feliciano, 
can I ask you a few questions?”

  “Under normal circumstances, it 
would be my privilege,” he declared. 

“But this is a very busy night for me, 
so…” Feliciano left the unfinished 
sentence dangling in the air, like an 
upturned palm.

 Determined to get my interview, I 
paid for six future shocks and invited 
the weaving watt monger to take a 
seat beside me.  But Feliciano was 
thirsty, so we proceeded instead to the 
volt vender’s preferred cantina.  It was 
at the cantina, after our fourth mescal, 
that Feliciano confessed to me that 
the “spiritual harmonizing” line was 
just a sales pitch, that nearly all of his 
customers were men who shared two 
things in common: they were drunk, 
and they wanted to prove how macho 
they were. 

“I charge them by the volt,” he 
cackled.  “And the drunker they get, 
the more volts they can take.  And the 
more they can take, the more I make!” 
Feliciano burst into a long fit of raspy 
laughter, which ended in a long fit of 
raspy choking.  Before I left him, listing 
leeward on his stool and trading “shots 
for shocks” with the bartender, we 
exchanged addresses and swore solemn 
oaths of eternal friendship and fealty. 

Not even in my most improbable 
fantasies did I ever imagine that six 
months later Feliciano would actually 
show up in Puerto Vallarta with his 
batteries fully charged and ready to do 
business in, of all places, my wife’s 
shop.  My first inclination was to 
dismiss the idea out of hand.  It was too 
absurd.  And my wife would be furious 
to the point of finally firing me... 

“Yes, Feliciano,” I told my long lost 
friend, “I would be honored if you could 
offer your services to our customers.  In 
fact, why don’t you start right now?”

“With her?” Feliciano asked, a slight 
tremor in his scratchy voice.     

Feliciano was referring to Mrs. 
Lynch, an imposing ocean liner of 
a woman who had harbored serious 
doubts about my psychological status 

quo for several years.  “Your husband 
is quite… unusual,” she’d once told 
my wife.

“Sure, go ahead,” I told the little 
man.  “Shock away!”

After taking a few moments to 
gather his courage, Feliciano (who 
might have missed a bath or two on 
the long bus ride north) marched 
bravely up to the stout woman and 
thrust the metal bars under her chin. 

“What in God’s name is this?” she 
cried, backing into a corner.

“Oh, it’s a special promotion we’re 
having, Mrs. Lynch, for our best 
repeat clients, like yourself.”

“A promotion?  Where’s your 
wife?”

“A good question, Mrs. Lynch, 
and one I’ve been asking myself 
repeatedly for the last thirty-six years.  
But getting back to the promotion, 
have you read about the therapeutic 
benefits of CMES?”

“No,” she said, eyeing Feliciano 
warily.  “What is it?” 

“It stands for Controlled 
Manageable Electrical Stimulation,” 
I replied. “It’s worked wonders with 
the lepers of Bora Bora Bora, and I’m 
certain it can help you, too.”

“Are you talking about electric 
shocks?” she demanded.

“No, nothing so primitive as 
that.  Dr. Feliciano here has several 
advanced degrees…”

 “When is your wife coming back?” 
she growled.

 At the sound of his name, Feliciano 
had begun to inch forward, launching 
animatedly into his sales pitch, not 
a word of which Mrs. Lynch could 
understand.  All she knew was that 
a tiny old man holding out a pair of 
electrified iron bars was moving in 
her direction - smiling, mumbling 
incomprehensible gibberish and 
drooling sparingly onto his unshaved 
chin.

“Control that man!” Mrs. Lynch 
ordered me.

“Any minute, Mrs. Lynch.  I mean, 
my wife will be here any minute.  But 
not even she will be able to match the 
incredible offer I am about to make 
you.  With a mere ten-thousand-peso 
purchase you will automatically 
receive a free half-hour session of 
CMES.  You’ll have to remove your 
shoes of course, and place your feet 
in a bucket of water.  But I can assure 
you, the water is one hundred per cent 
purified, utilizing a combination of 
reverse osmosis and ultra violet…” 

But Mrs. Lynch was already out the 
door, having all but flattened flimsy 
little Feliciano in her frenzy to escape.
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Ongoing Events & More...

For a comprehensive list of most -if not all- charity groups and 
non-profit organizations in and around PV, you may want to check out: 

ww.puertovallarta.net/fast_facts/non-profit.php

Historical Naval Museum 
(right next to Los Arcos Amphitheater) $45. Pesos.

Voladores de Papantla perform @ 6 p.m. 
on the Malecon in front of La Bodeguita del Medio.

PLEASE leaf through this issue for the many events that
do not appear here ...and JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!

N.B.: All events are subject to change without notice.

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:30 a.m. - Humanitarian Tour of 
Corazón de Niña, including brunch.  Reserve: 224-9209

Wednesdays - 4 p.m.  BINGO! - at Nacho Daddy’s 

Tues. to Fri. - 9 & 11 a.m. + 1 & 3 p.m., Sat.: 9 & 11 a.m. 
+ 1 p.m. - El Salado Estuary Mangroves Tours, 
bilingual guides.  Reserve at Cell: (322) 201-7361.

Fridays - Shabbat Services & dinner.  
Info & Reservations: Rabbi@chabadvallarta.com

Wednesdays - 8 p.m. - Practilonga! - 
at J&B Dancing Club, Fco. I. Madero 178.  Free!

12 noon to 1 p.m. - Center for Spiritual Living - at the 
Cuale Cultural Center on Isla Cuale  Rev.CorinaScherer 

Thursdays - 6 to 19 p.m. - Marina Market in the Marina
Fridays - 9:30 am - 1:30 pm - Marsol Market - by the pier

Saturdays - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. - 3 Hens & a Rooster 
Market at the Lions’ Club - 280 Fco. Madero

Saturdays - 9 am - 2 pm - Olas Altas Farmers’ Market
at Lazaro Cardenas Park 

11 a.m.-2 p.m. - AngeliCat & Acopio Pet Adoptions - 
at Plaza Caracol
5 p.m. - Bilingual Mass - at Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Sundays - 6 to 7 p.m. - Municipal Band,
7 to 8 p.m. - Danzon Music - Dancing in the main square
SPCA - To find your perfect companion animal rescued by the 

SPCA, please contact spcapv@gmail.com

Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays - 9 a.m. to closing - PETCO 
Cats & Dogs Adoption Center - next to La Comer

Mondays - 11 a.m. - Mahjongg - at Andale’s - 221-5730

Tuesdays & Wednesdays - 10:30 a.m. - IFC Home Tours 
leave Sea Monkey restaurant - www.ifctoursforvallarta.com 

Tuesdays - 9:30 a.m. - Free Malecon Sculpture Tours - 
meet at the Millennium sculpture next to Hotel Rosita

Thursdays - 6 p.m. - Free Malecon Sculpture Tours - 
meet at Galeria Pacifico - 174 Aldama 

10:30 a.m.-12 noon - Writers’ Group - at the Boutique 
Theatre, upstairs at Nacho Daddy’s

Saturdays

Thursdays - 9:50 a.m. - Cultural Tour of PV Artisans - by steps 
of Guadalupe Church - 370 Hidalgo (main square) $300. Pesos



AEROTRON                  226-8440   
AIR CANADA   01 800 719-2827
AIR TRANSAT 01 800 900-1431
ALASKA           01 800 252-7522 
AMERICAN      01 800 904-6000
CONTINENTAL         See United
DELTA              01 800 266-0046
FRONTIER        01 800 432-1359
INTERJET         01 800 011-2345
SUN COUNTRY   01 800 924-6184
UNITED             01 800 864-8331
US AIRWAYS    01 800 428-4322
AEROMEXICO  01 800 021-4000
SOUTHWEST    01 800 435 9792
WESTJET           01 800 514 7288
VOLARIS            01 551 102-8000
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Animal lovers! These are the 
Facebook pages of some PV 

non-profits that love them too.
animalistas de puerto vallarta

25,000+ friends
PV AnimalAc 1,800+ friends

PV’s Animal Shelter
pv mexico adopt foster and 

flight angels 1,400+ members
assists PV’s Animal Shelter

Friends of Puerto Vallarta Animals
8,300+ followers

assists PV’s Animal Shelter
PuRR Project 

1,300+ followers
www.purrproject.com

AngeliCat 
8,700+ followers
Paraíso Felino

1,400+ followers
Match Dog Com Puerto Vallarta

2,500+ followers
MexPup

7,500+ followers
www.mexpup.com

Colina Spay & Neuter Clinic
1,800+ followers
Peace Animals

6,600+ followers
www.peaceanimals.org

9 a.m. – English Services, also Bilingual Services on Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 
– at Calvary Chapel (non-denominational) by Hotel Las Palmas
9:30 a.m. – English Worship Service – First Baptist Church, 
next to Park Hidalgo
9:30 a.m. - Grace Vineyard Church Bilingual at Westin Resort & Spa 
in the PV Marina, 9:30 - English, 10 - Español.
10 a.m. - Traditional Christian communion service – at the 
Anglican Church Puerto Vallarta (formerly Christ Church by the sea)
10 a.m. – English Services w/communion, Anglican/Episcopal – 
at Christ Church by the Sea – Plaza Genovesa
10 a.m. - Amazing Grace Christian Church - Non-Denominational - 
at Ciao Restaurant, Paseo Cocoteros 35, Nuevo Vallarta.
10:30 a.m. — Non-denominational Contemporary Christian Worship
Paradise Church at Act II 
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Can be found at CANMEX Computers. 
www.RonnieBravo.com Sales, Repairs, Data 
Recovery, Networking, Wi-Fi, hardware upgrades, 
Graphic Design, House-calls available. Cellular 044-
322-157-0688 or just email to Canmex@Gmail.com

Ronnie Bravo

Well, the ink had barely dried on 
my last column - in which I outlined 
a host of new Apple products and 
services that were released daily, 
leading up to the main Apple 
Event - when Apple dropped a 
jaw-dropping bombshell.  Yes… 
just 72 hours after the Apple Event 
had wrapped up, Apple quietly 
announced it was abandoning the 
long ago announced AirPower 
wireless charging pad!

I even included a line in the last 
article, sarcastically asking about 
the lack of info on the AirPower 
pad, which was announced back 
in September 2017!  AirPower was 
originally announced alongside the 
new (at the time) AirPods Bluetooth 
headphones, the iPhone 8 and 
the iPhone X.  Both phones had a 
(then) new glass back to allow for 
wireless charging, which I was not 
a fan of… having more glass that 
can potentially break.

Since then, rumors have abounded 
regarding reasons for the delays and 
potential shipping dates.  But the fact 
that Apple would announce a product 
(albeit they said very generically at 
the time, that Air Power would be 
available “next year”) and then after 
long delays and 18 months later, 
they would just quietly abandon 
the whole product!  This is VERY 
uncharacteristic of Apple.

The whole premise (back in 2017) 
of what the “idea” of AirPower 
would do, that other Qi charging 
pads already on the market didn’t 
do (at the time), was that with 
3 charging coils inside, you 

supposedly would be able to charge 
two iPhones at once or charge an 
iPhone, an iWatch and AirPods all 
at once on the single Air Power pad.

As a side note, this does explain 
the looooong time between 
the original AirPods Bluetooth 
headphones release, (also announced 
in September 2017 and released in 
December 2017) and the AirPods2 
just released the past week.  Seems 
like they had the AirPods2 designed, 
manufactured and ready to go since 
the fall of 2018 …at least! 

One eagle-eyed purchaser of the 
new AirPods2 even posted online the 
official Apple insert included with 
the second generation AirPods2, 
that still mentioned that they were 
AirPower compatible and showed 
an illustration of an AirPower pad 
(but now with only 2 devices resting 
on it to charge… not the originally 
3 devices at once).  Not only did the 
insert from the AirPods2 seem to 
downplay the capability of the yet 
unreleased AirPower pad, but the 
copyright stamp under the insert’s 
illustration said 2018! 

So looks like the AirPods2 have 
been sitting on a shelf for 6 months 

or more, while Apple continued to 
wrestle with getting the AirPower 
working and ready for primetime.  
This may explain why no actual 
outer design change or new color 
options (black AirPods2 were long 
rumored) for the Air Pods2.

The official line from Apple on the 
cancelling of the whole AirPower 
product is “After much effort, 
we’ve concluded AirPower will 
not achieve our high standards and 
we have cancelled the project.  We 
apologize to those customers who 
were looking forward to this launch.  
We continue to believe that the 
future is wireless and are committed 
to push the wireless experience 
forward.”  But… just not with an 
Apple charging pad… it appears.

So what happened?  The 
rumored stumbling block was the 
3 charging coils inside the pad and 
an overheating issue.  It sounds like 
Apple just set the bar way too high.  
When you have three charging coils 
that close together, overheating 
logically becomes a problem.  Most 
of the time the company figures out 
a way to work around these kinds of 
barriers… but not this time.

To be honest, now in 2019, there 
are other charging pads out there, 
has been able to make a 3 charging 
coil wireless pad.  Mind you, most 
are off brand named manufacturers 
and I would be leery of burning 
down the house.  But it is surprising 
with all the money Apple surely put 
into the development of this product, 
that if anyone could do it and do it 
safely... Apple would have made it 
safely and work successfully.

I’m sure Apple spared no expense 
to trying to make this product work, 
once it was formally announced.  I 
find it very uncharacteristic of Apple 
to make a formal announcement at a 
major event, without having a 99% 
handle on a device and it being able 
to actually work. 

Apple will definitely think twice 
before ever “pre-announcing” a 
product again.  All I can say is… 
Steve Jobs would have never 
allowed this to happen.  R.I.P. 
AirPower… your time ended before 
it even began.  

That’s all my time for now.  If 
you’d like to download this article 
or previous ones, you can do so at 
www.RonnieBravo.com and click 
on “articles”. See you again next 
week... until then, remember: only 
safe Internet!
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Visit the Garden’s Hacienda de Oro Restaurant for authentic Mexican 
food and brick-oven pizza.  Hike the Garden’s nature trails and 
experience the very best of Vallarta!

The entry fee is $200. Pesos per person (good for 2 consecutive days).  
Children 4 and under admitted free of charge when accompanied by a 
parent and/or legal guardian.  We are currently ranked #3 in “Things to 
Do in Puerto Vallarta”!

Wheelchair accessible parts of the Garden include the Vallarta 
Conservatory of Orchids & Native Plants, the lower floors of the 

Last year, the Vallarta Botanical Garden 
placed 4th in USA Today’s list of the 10 
Best Botanical Gardens in North America 
coming in after Longwood Gardens 
(Pennsylvania), Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum, and the Missouri Botanical 
Garden.  It was the only garden outside 
of the US to make this list.  This year, the 
Vallarta Botanical Garden (VBG) and the 
Montreal Botanical Garden are the only 
two non-US gardens to make the list of 19 
contest nominees and the VBG has been 
placing between the 4th and 6th-place spots in 
the daily voting.

The VBG’s Executive Director, Neil 
Gerlowski, explained the importance of 
this contest. “With a daily circulation of 
about a million printed copies and an even 
larger digital distribution, USA Today has a 
circulation comparable to that of The Wall 
Street Journal and The New York Times.  
The VBG’s high placement in last year’s 
USA Today contest was a major coup for 
the marketing of our institution.  More 
importantly, this ranking has an enormous 
positive effect on how the outside world 
perceives Puerto Vallarta and Mexico in 
general.  It shows that we are a community 
fostering a leading cultural, educational, 
and conservation-oriented institution of 
international fame and recognition; great 
news worth celebrating by Mexicans both 
here and abroad!” 

Competition for the USA Today Reader’s 
Choice Contest is stiff.  Most of the gardens 

Hacienda de Oro Visitor Center (including areas with restaurant 
service), restrooms, the Holstein Tropical House, and the Daneri Vireya 
Rhododendron House as well as several trails linking these areas.  No 
wheelchairs for loan or rent.

Pets are welcome when kept on leash in their owner’s control and their 
waste is picked up immediately.  Extra fee of $50 pesos per pet applies.  The 
Garden is about 30 minutes south of Old Town PV, on Carretera a Barra 
Navidad at km 24, just past Las Juntas y Los Veranos, all easily accessible 
by public transportation ($30 pesos each way).  Catch the bus at the corner 
of Aguacate & V. Carranza in the Romantic Zone.  Tel.: 223-6182.  Open 
every day EXCEPT MONDAYS from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. www.vbgardens.org

From the Vallarta Botanical Garden…

on the list of nominees are big institutions 
from big cities.  In many cases, their 
marketing budgets alone are higher than the 
entire annual operating budget of the Vallarta 
Botanical Garden, a non-profit that receives no 
direct public funds in support of its projects, 
programs, or operating costs.  “What we 
have instead [of public funds] however, is of 
immeasurable value - a community that cares 
enough to support our work.”

This kind of care and support for the VBG 

and its wealth of native Mexican plants is 
what allowed it to place so highly in this 
contest last year, among institutions far 
beyond its weight-class as measured by size 
and funding.  For a relatively young garden, 
the Vallarta Botanical Garden is developing 
impressive collections.  Take, for example, 
its Magnolia collection - the first plant 
collection south of the US border to receive 
provisional accreditation from the American 
Public Garden Association!  However, these 
collections are not just impressive to scientists 
and plant aficionados; they are exceedingly 
beautiful and cherished by visitors from all 
over the world. 

With a tropical location at nearly the same 
latitude as Hawaii, plants in Puerto Vallarta 
thrive naturally.  But under the attention of 
a team of dedicated horticulturists, they are 
pampered to their full potential and arranged 
in the landscape for maximum dramatic 
effect and the results are nothing short of 
breathtaking. There’s always something new 
in fruit or in bloom at the VBG and every visit 
is sure to surpass expectations.  Mexicans 
from all parts of the republic and visitors from 
around the world are beginning appreciate 
and take pride in the Vallarta Botanical 
Garden.  And those who do are encouraged 
to show their support by participating in the 
USA Today Contest and voting daily https://
www.10best.com/awards/travel/best-
botanical-garden-2019/vallarta-botanical-
gardens-puerto-vallarta-mexico/  Vote for 
Vallarta… Vote for México!
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Tommy Clarkson

https://www.facebook.com/
olabrisagardens?ref=hl

In Manzanillo, visit Ola Brisa Gardens, Tommy and 
Patty’s verdant, multi-terraced tropical paradise 
nestled on a hill overlooking the magnificent vista of 
Santiago Bay.  Leisurely meander its curved, paved 
path, experiencing, first hand, a delicious array of 
palms, plants and flowers from all over the world.  
Or e-mail questions to him at olabrisa@gmail.com  
For back issues of “Roots”, gardening tips, tropical 
plant book or to schedule a tropical garden lunch, 
please visit www.olabrisagardens.com

              https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_
Review-g150791-d5984161-Reviews-Ola_Brisa_
Gardens-Manzanillo_Pacific_Coast.html

Tommy Clarkson

From a genus of no less than 800 
species – and a rather substantive 
group thought to be double that 
number by some botanists – the 
strange growth and aberrant 
evolution of the Indian Rubber Plant 
to maturity is interesting.  

It usually begins its life as an 
epiphyte.  After a bit of time, however, 
without remorse or the slightest hint 
of guilt, over an extended period of 
time, it lingeringly strangles its host 
in a torturous and (for my money) 
most sordid manner.  Having done 
so, it then evolves into a relentless, 
shadow skulking, night marauding 
… no, no, forgive me, my hyperactive 
imagination involuntarily kicked in 
during my plant description and got 
thoroughly confused with one of Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s evil doers! 

After – honest to goodness – 
choking its host plant, it then does 
evolve, but into a gigantic, banyan 
type fig, growing, potentially, up 
to 150 feet (45.72 meters).  It has a 
massive, buttressed trunk covering 
a large area, with serpentine roots 
snaking every which way from the 
trunk, giant ascending limbs and a 
veritable sheet of aerial roots.  To 
quote Robert Lee riffle, “(These) 
trees make not only a forest within a 
forest, but are also veritable worlds 
unto themselves … It is one of the 
noblest and most awe-inspiring 
examples of tropical vegetation.”   

Its origin is the somewhat broad 
region ranging from India, through 
Myanmar, Sumatra and Java to 
Malaya.  (Yes, even though I’ve 
lived and worked in that part of the 
world for four years, I, too, wasn’t 
altogether sure what that last one 
constituted or where it was.  Devious 
sort that I am, I believe I’ll let you 
discern that location on you own!)

It should almost go without saying 
that such is the enormity of these 
trees that, as a rule, they don’t figure 
into a place in the normal backyard 
garden!  But it is, truly, a wonder 
to behold!  Somewhat a reflection 
of the great tree itself, its dark 
green on top - with a glossy under 
surface - one foot (30 cm) in length, 
elliptic to oblong leaves with their 

Ficus elastic   Family:  Moraceae  
Also known as: Indian Rubber Tree, Rubber fig, 

Rubber Bush, Asssam Tree or Snake Tree

While, for all intents and purposes, 
the roots of palms are quite non-

invasive, suffice it to say these are not! 

prominent, light-colored mid-vein 
are, in themselves, magnificent and 
an enjoyment to view – and study!

These leaves are short stalked 
and, in the older trees, generally, 
found mostly at the branch ends.  
The tree’s leaf buds are covered 
with a pink to red colored stipule 
that - like some unwanted visitors - 
may linger long, well after the leaf 
emerges.  Yet, this only adds to the 
trees beauty and allure.  (Getting 
back to that word “stipule” – It 
refers to outgrowths borne on either 
one, or both, sides of the base 
of a leafstalk, which you might 
remember is the “petiole”.).

Its light to dark green, oblong 
figs are approximately one-half 
inch (1.27 cm) in diameter.  Its tiny 
flowers have no petals.  The fruit is 
inside of a hollow, fleshy, hollow 
receptacle with a tiny opening 
through which insects enter and do 
the job that they were intended - 
pollinate the flowers!  

The Rubber Tree’s latex sap is 
thick and milky and not poisonous.  
It was once used, in rubber making, 

as a substitute for the superior sap 
of the Hevea brasilienis. 

The F. elastic ‘Decora’, 
‘Doescheri’, ‘Schryvariana’ and 
‘Tricolor’ cultivars are variegated 
forms but they don’t, necessarily, 
work well as good landscape 
specimens.  Possible houseplants?  
Yes.  Out of doors?  No, probably 
not.  

These days, one can find almost 
any number of plants, in nurseries, 
grocery stores and aside roads that 
are labeled “Ficus elastic”.  It seems 
that almost every plant around 
aspires to be a Rubber Tree Plant!  
The cultivar, names, by which they 
are known vary greatly.  

It could be a tongue-twisting 
mouthful such as the Foliis 
Aurio-marginata or as simple as 
a Burgundy, Rubra, Tricolor or, 
perhaps, an interesting sounding, 
Strawberry and Cream Rubber Tree 
Plant

As for me, as concerns this plant 
and its many variations, I can’t help 
but always smile and have positive 
feelings upon seeing one.  

These stem from remembering the 
great lyrics - as written by Sammy 
Cahn for the song “High Hopes” - 
sung by Frank Sinatra in the 1959 
movie “Hole in the head” with this 
relative stanza, “Oops there goes 
another Rubber Tree Plant”!  (I will 
save you from my actually singing 
it.  But if you don’t remember the 
song look it up.  It’s a fun one!) 

Rosie is dwarfed by this monster!

One look at the leaves and most 
of us say, “Rubber Tree”!



Jules Markey | Will Shortz  |       New York Times

Solution on Page 30

The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each row, 
column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box). 

Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits 
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain 
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.

It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they might 
improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental decline 
and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.

Solution on Page 30
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