
13 to 19 December- 2019 Issue 577pvmcitypaper.com

FREE
issue



If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never 
quite got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at 
the maps on this page, you will note that PV  (as the locals call it) is on 
the west coast of Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas - 
one of the largest bays in this country - which includes southern part of 
the state of Nayarit to the north and the northern part of Jalisco to the 
south. Thanks to its privileged location -sheltered by the Sierra Madre 
mountains- the Bay is well protected against the hurricanes spawned in 
the Pacific.  Hurricane Kenna did come close on October 25, 2002, but 
actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 kms north of PV.  
The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands, thus the 
similarities in the climate of the two destinations.

You are here, finally! 
We wish you a warm

yet, if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds from your 
account back home. Try to avoid exchanging money at 
your hotel.  Traditionally, those offer the worst rates.

WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel is everything 
you ever dreamed of, you should experience at least a 
little of all that Vallarta has to offer - it is truly a condensed 
version of all that is Mexican and existed before «Planned 
Tourist Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos and Ixtapa, 
were developed. Millions have been spent to ensure that 
the original “small town” flavor is maintained downtown, in 
the Old Town and on the South Side.

DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a Mexican vacation 
must inevitably lead to an encounter with Moctezuma’s 
revenge is just that: false. For the 26th year in a row, Puerto 
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification of purity for 
human consumption. It is one of only two cities in Mexico that 
can boast of such accomplishment. True, the quality of the 
water tested at the purification plant varies greatly from what 
comes out of the tap at the other end. So do be careful. On 
the other hand, most large hotels have their own purification 
equipment and most restaurants use purified water. If you 
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified bottled 
water just about anywhere.

EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American tourists often 
fall in love with one of the many stray dogs and cats in Vallarta. 
Many would like to bring it back with them, but believe that the 
laws do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If you would like to 
bring a cat or a dog back home, call the local animal shelter for 
more info: 293-3690.

LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning would be to take 
one of the City Tours offered by the local tour agencies. Before 
boarding, make sure you have a map and take note of the 
places you want to return to. Then venture off the beaten path. 
Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus takes you. And 
don’t worry - this is a safe place.

that can only be boarded there. They have pre-fixed rates 
per passenger. City cabs are yellow or white, and charge by 
the ride, not by passenger. When you ask to go downtown, 
remember that your fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so 
make sure you are brought to the main plaza! Pick up a free 
map, and insist on your full value from the driver! Note the 
number of your taxi in case of any problem, or if you forget 
something in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can help 
you check it out or lodge a complaint.

Uber has also been available in PV for the past year or so.  
Download their app in your smartphone.

TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is on Central Time, 
as is the area of the State of Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the 
north to the Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La Cruz 
de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, Punta Mita, etc.  North 
of Lo De Marcos, Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. are on 
Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.

TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the cost of long 
distance calls from your hotel room. Some establishments 
charge as much as U.S. $7.00 per minute!

CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones from the U.S. and 
Canada may be programmed for local use, through Telcel and 
IUSAcell, the local carriers. To dial cell to cell, use the prefix 322, 
then the seven digit number of the person you’re calling. Omit 
the prefix if dialling a land line.

LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 15%-20% of the bill 
at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys, taxis, waiters, maids, 
etc. depending on the service. Some businesses and offices 
close from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later. In 
restaurants, it is considered poor manners to present the 
check before it is requested, so when you’re ready to leave, 
ask «La cuenta, por favor» and your bill will be delivered to you.

MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a higher rate 
of exchange than the exchange booths (caja de cambio), 
though not all offer exchange services to foreigners.  Better 

AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION:  350,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average of 300 sunny 

days per year. The temperature averages 28°C (82°F) and the 
rainy season extends from late June to early October.

FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great variety 
of animal species such as iguana, guacamaya, deer, 
raccoon, etc.

SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses two Marine 
National Parks - Los Arcos and the Marieta Islands - where 
diving is allowed under certain circumstances but fishing of 
any kind is prohibited. Every year, the Bay receives the visit of 
the humpback whales, dolphins and manta rays in the winter. 
During the summer, sea turtles, a protected species, arrive to 
its shores to lay their eggs.

ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly on tourism, 
construction and to a lesser degree, on agriculture, 
mainly tropical fruit such as mango, papaya, watermelon, 
pineapple, guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.

CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal currency in 
Mexico although Canadian and American dollars are widely 
accepted.

BUSES: A system of urban buses with different routes. 
Current fare is $10.00 Pesos per ticket and passengers 
must purchase a new ticket every time they board another 
bus. There are no “transfers”.

TAXIS: There are set rates within defined zones of the 
town. Do not enter a taxi without agreeing on the price with 
the driver FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may want 
to check the rates usually posted in the lobby. Also, if you 
know which restaurant you want to go, do not let the driver 
change your mind. Many restaurateurs pay commissions 
to taxi drivers and you may end up paying more than you 
should, in a second-rate establishment! There are 2 kinds 
of taxi cabs: those at the airport and the maritime port 
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Your Comments

Dear Editor,

It was mid-December 1986, 
about a month after opening 
Archie’s Wok, when the request 
came in to prepare a table for 
six for Hollywood director John 
Huston and his family.  Angelica, 
Tony, Danny, Allegra and Danny’s 
mother Zoe had come south 
to join him for his last holiday 
season in Playa Caletas and 
Puerto Vallarta, before his return 
to the United States.  The family 
was collaborating on what was to 
be his final film, The Dead, from the James Joyce 
story, with his son Tony writing the screenplay, and 
daughter Angelica cast in the leading female role.  
This would be an epiphany for their family. 

It was an unusually cold night in Puerto Vallarta, 
uncomfortable for John, who had been suffering 
from a medley of pulmonary discomforts.  As the 
family took their places at the table, a chilling, 
fierce Dublin wind suddenly whipped in through 
the back window.  Like silent dervishes, the family 
spun around the table to protect their father.  

Remembering the chill They shrouded John in a tablecloth.  We tied 
tablecloths to the grillwork to cover the back 

window, which could not be 
closed in those early days.  We 
served them hot toddies, hot and 
sour soup… everything hot.

A solemn sense of the 
impermanence of shared family 
life, and of life at all, settled in 
on the family table.  The moment 
was transcendent.

And then it was over.  In an 
unexpected move from another 
table, Mr. Gary, Sergio’s 3rd grade 
schoolteacher, swooped in like a 
chattering parrot, overly excited 

to finally meet his idol, John Huston.  John was 
gracious and accommodating, but if looks were 
deadly weapons, the rest of his family would 
have committed mortal crime against Mr. Gary 
in the blink of an eye.  Archie, with professional 
restraint, smoothly ushered him back to his table, 
from which he continued to eavesdrop on the 
Huston family affairs.

Even in our small restaurant, on a cold and windy 
night, in the relatively unknown Puerto Vallarta of 
the 1980’s, there was no privacy for the famous.

I wanted to thank you for the promotion you included 
a few issues back about the Free Malecon Sculpture 
Tours that I conduct, helping to publicize that they 
were starting up again for the tourist season. 

The weekly Tuesday morning tour that starts at 9:30 
at the rear of the Hotel Rosita, at the north end of the 
Malecon, is listed in your section of weekly events, 
gracias. However, the Free Sunset Malecon Sculpture 
Tour that starts at 6 p.m. at Galeria Pacifico’s location 
at 174 Aldama aren’t listed for Thursdays, so I was 
hoping you could include it. Both tours are in support 
of the Biblioteca Los Mangos Public Library and 
Cultural Center, and a representative accepts donations 
if offered at the end of the tour.

Many thanks,

Gary Thompson
Owner / Director
Galeria Pacifico

For thirty-four years, since 1985, 
friends of the International Friendship 
Club (IFC) have been allowing the Club 
to take visitors to and residents of Puerto 
Vallarta to see their homes.  It has been an 
ongoing relationship that has allowed you 
to see fabulous homes in exchange for the 
price of a ticket and the owners know that 
all the profits from the tours are used by 
IFC to support medical, educational and 
cultural charities in this area.

Home Tours

Travel in comfort on our air-conditioned 
tour bus while enjoying an entertaining 
narrative by our friendly tour guides.  
Each tour visits three or four homes 
around the hills and coastline of P.V. and 
some of them require walking on hills, 
cobbled streets and steps, so make sure 
that your hips, knees and feet are capable 
of handling those conditions.

The tours run on Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings and leave the Sea 
Monkey Restaurant (at the foot of Aquiles 
Serdan on the beach) at 10:30, so come 
early, and enjoy coffee and breakfast on 
the beach. 

You can buy your tickets online at 
www.toursforvallarta.com  or at the 
Sea Monkey between 9 and 10 a.m. on 
the day of the tour.  

NOTE: (NO Home Tours on December 
24th and 25th, December 31st and January 1st). 

In over 600 reviews, TripAdvisor rates 
our tours 93% Excellent and 4% Very 
Good.  We are confident that you will 
have a good time for a good cause. 
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“I just wish I could see a difference, 
it doesn’t seem like it matters, you 
know?’’  My friend and I had been 
chatting about the volunteering she 
does at one of the donation-based 
spay and neuter clinics in town.  I 
wasn’t sure how to respond. 

I didn’t want to be unsupportive, 
but she’s not wrong: At first glance, 
the animal situation here can be 
a bit discouraging.  Showing up 
week after week to hundreds more 
animals in line to be sterilized, can 
make it seem like it’s all just a drop 
in the bucket.  But it’s not.  This is 
important work, and because it’s 
all done by volunteer and donation, 
every little bit counts.

You might be surprised to know 
that one female dog can have up to 3 
litters each year. 

The Colina Spay & Neuter Clinic 
gets a necessary donation boost

Fashion for Compassion:

And if each of those litters averages 
7 puppies, within 6 years there is 
potential for up to 67,000 offspring 
from that one female.

This doesn’t even address the fact 
that a male can impregnate virtually 
limitless females.

Haven’t even gotten to the issue 
with the cats yet.

So, yeah. It can be discouraging.
6 years. 67,000 puppies.  But you 

know what?
The Colina Spay & Neuter Clinic 

has been doing what they do for 8 
years now.

8 years.  In that time they’ve 
sterilized thousands of dogs and cats.

Imagine if they hadn’t. 
Yes, this is important, truly 

valuable work.
It absolutely matters.

On December 2nd, Deja New’s 
Annual Fashion Show Fundraiser 
took place in support of the Colina 
Spay & Neuter Clinic.  I was touched 
by the collective outpouring of love 
toward this organization which, 
come to think, is totally fuelled by 
love.  Driven by a love for animals, 
Collette generously donates her time 
every Saturday to performing free 
sterilization services on local dogs 
and cats. Every aspect of Colina 
runs on donations.  Some people 
donate their time, some offer money.  
Some go to bingo night at Nacho 
Daddy’s, and some dig the Fashion 
for Compassion angle.  It all helps.

For the third year in a row the 
event was held at La Hacienda de 
Carlota, in the Romantic Zone, in 
front of the Holy Cross church on 
Lazaro Cardenas.  If you’ve never 
been, this neighborhood restaurant 
is a feast for eyes and bellies alike.  
With an open-air courtyard dining 
area, it’s the perfect place for the 
models to strut their stuff.  So as the 
good vibes and sangria start flowing, 
food and fashion take center stage.  
With hair and make-up by Salon 

Malecon, and jewelry by the one and 
only Cassandra Shaw, these sweet 
deals from Deja New practically 
sold themselves!  And with all the 
proceeds going toward Colina’s 
weekly efforts, generous hearts were 
in high gear. 

We had a raffle drawing, and a 
silent auction too, with some really 
great prizes on offer.  Weekends at 
local B&Bs... dinner for 2 on the 
beach… the most gigantic candle 
that many of us had ever seen in 
real life… these were just some of 
the winnings.  There were racks and 
racks of new-to-you clothes for sale.  
Bob Tanzen serenading us with his 
flute… 

I could have sworn the ticket 
included just one sangria, but that 
was obviously a lie.

It’s been said that “the true meaning 
of life is to plant trees, under whose 
shade you do not expect to sit.”  I 
think that’s exactly what this kind of 
work is really about. 

My friend was right: You can’t 
necessarily see a difference, not 
immediately.  But 8 years down the 
road, change is certainly evident.  
What we’re doing here is giving new 
light to the future. Cultivation of this 
sort takes a degree of faith.  It’s an 
investment, a labor of love.

Whether you have a little time to 
spare, are blessed with extra money, 
or you just have a garden-variety 
shopping addiction, there are ways 
you can get involved in the animal 
welfare movement here in Vallarta. 

Everything you do matters. 
Contribute however you can, it’s 

all good.  You won’t be sorry!
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Pasitos de Luz (www.pasitosdeluz.org) means ‘little steps of light’.  
This local charity is an inspirational daycare and rehabilitation centre that 
started life over 20 years ago and which today supports more than 130 
children, all from families on very low incomes and many from single 
mom families.  Pasitos de Luz enables little ones with Cerebral Palsy, 
Down’s Syndrome, learning disabilities, and other special needs, to reach 
their full potential.  All its services are free, which makes donations and in 
kind support essential.  This is where you come in!

On Saturday January 11th at 12:30 p.m., the ever-welcoming and always 
stylish River Café (www.rivercafe.com.mx) is hosting the 2020 Fashion 
Show, benefiting the children of Pasitos de Luz.  Socialise with friends 
and find that perfect new look, while giving back to the Puerto Vallarta 
community that we all love so much. 

For 2020 we are thrilled to welcome Kim Martin and her designs to our 
show.  A Canadian-born designer and the owner of Myskova Boutique 
(myskova.com.mx/), Kim grew up in a family of designers and sewing 
geniuses!  After moving to Mexico for an acting and modelling career, she 
decided she wanted to design clothing.  Each Myskova creation is carefully 
designed and produced here in Mexico, with a commitment to making 
women, no matter what age or size, look and feel great.

Now into its 7th year, Fashion Show 2020 is something a bit special.  
Kathleen Palmer from Deja New Consignment Clothing (www.facebook.
com/dejanewconsignment/) is back!  Kathleen has put together a wide 
range of sizes and styles from a number of clothing designers. The special 
clothing she has selected will be accented by a limited number of amazing 
handbags. Kathleen has partnered with Pasitos de Luz for several years, 
making it the house charity of Deja New. Whenever clothing is donated, 
the proceeds of the sale of the clothing goes to Pasitos de Luz. Deja New 
is an Official Donation Station for Pasitos de Luz.

Two other essential ingredients of our charity fashion event are Cassandra 
Shaw of Cassandra Shaw Jewelry (www.cassandrashaw.com/) and Luis 
Germany of Salón Malecón (www.facebook.com/Salonmalecon/).  As 
well as their stunning outfits, our models will be wearing Cassandra’s hand-
picked creations, and their hair and make-up will come courtesy of Luis. 
Cassandra´s designs are known for displaying exceptional natural stones, 
fossils and bones, showcasing the beautiful silver that Mexico is renowned 
for.  Luis is an expert colorist, while also specializing in manicures & 
pedicures, hair extensions, hair repair treatments, Brazilian blowouts and 
Brazilian thread hair extensions.  He brings his nail artist Martha.

So picture yourself sitting with friends in a fabulous venue, watching a 
great fashion show and enjoying a delicious 3-course meal, all while helping 
a worthy cause.  Choose and purchase your favourite fashions items, take part 
in 50/50 and raffle draws, and bid on outstanding auction items.

A limited number of tickets to the Fashion Show 2020 are on sale and 
cost $500 pesos.  Please go to River Café, Cassandra Shaw Jewelry, Salon 
Malecon or Deja New Consignment Clothing to get your tickets before 
they sell out!

Join us for our most stylish event, benefiting local children’s 
charity Pasitos de Luz – Saturday January 11th 2020

Fashion Show 2020 
at the River Café

Chris Jacobs
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After touring the airport facilities, the federal 
government’s General Customs Administrator, 
Ricardo Ahued Bardahuil, reiterated to the 
authorities, business sector representatives, and 
the media the federal government’s commitment 
to expedite the work of the Customs area of the 
Vallarta-Nayarit International Airport by adding 
14 new public servants to cover the lack of 
personnel for the next holiday season.

The federal official highlighted the initiative of the 
Puerto Vallarta-Riviera Nayarit regional business 
groups during a press conference held at the end 
of a tour of the port facilities, headed by General 
Administrator Saúl Ernesto Sanabria Gibert.

Also present during the tour were Marc 
Murphy, general director of the Banderas 
Bay Association of Hotels and Motels and the 
Riviera Nayarit Convention and Visitors Bureau 
(CVB); Javier Aranda Pedrero, general director 
of the Puerto Vallarta Tourism Trust (Fidetur); 
Susana Rodríguez Mejía, tourism director for 
the Jalisco Coast; Luis Ángel Cantú, director of 
Adeprotur; Dr. Jorge Villanueva, president of the 
Puerto Vallarta and Banderas Bay Businessmen 
Association (AEBBA); among others, whom 
the Administrator congratulated for having put 
the Customs Administration on notice about the 
issues affecting the local airport.

“The policy of the General Customs 
Administration is to immediately address any 
issues that pertain to us effectively and efficiently 
through the use of technology, tools, and above 
all, with transparency, honesty, and service.”

“We’re going to pay close attention,” he 
continued.  “I’m here to tell you that today we 
are partnering with the government, the business 
sector, and the airport administration so Customs 
can function as efficiently as possible.”

He then highlighted the recently fulfilled first 
agreement: the addition of a group of 14 agents 
who will join those already on post, for a total 
of 25.  Subsequently, there will be a review of 
the current standards to ensure these posts are 
permanently filled.

21st Century Customs
Another important topic of discussion during 

his visit was the Aduana Siglo XXI (21st Century 
Customs) project, which had already been 

Fourteen new agents to bolster the 
Customs area at Vallarta-Nayarit airport

presented by past administrations.  According to 
Ahued Bardahuil, this is a good time to take it 
up again.

He added the project is already operating 
efficiently in Monterrey and Cancun, and that 
installing the system here would represent a 
great step forward for the airport and the entire 
region.

Lastly, the federal official proposed that the 
business sectors have a direct link with Central 
Customs so there are no operational issues; he 
also reiterated to the authorities that the doors 
and phone lines of the AGA are open to them, 
while respecting the work of Immigration, Port 
Authorities, and the Government, as allies all 
linked by the Customs area.

“We want to change the image of the Customs 
administration; this is the mandate of the President 
of Mexico, Andrés Manuel López Obrador: that 
foreign trade and freight traffic be a source of 
pride and not shame,” he added.  “Mexico has 
very capable and wonderful people.”

Background
The visit stems from a meeting the federal 

official held a little over a week ago with the 
authorities and business groups from Jalisco 
and Nayarit to discuss issues concerning the 
functionality of the airport’s Customs area.  An 
agreement was signed after that meeting, where 
the head of the General Customs Administration 
(AGA) committed to the acquisition of new 
RNI equipment for baggage inspection, the 
verification of services via the operations center, 
and a review of the current equipment, in addition 
to the increase in staff.

(Source: Norma Hernández, rivieranayarit.com)
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Over 2300 years ago, Aristotle 
asked this question, “What is the es-
sence of life?” And then he answered 
it, “To serve others and to do good.”  
Giving back to the community is 
hardly a new concept.

We ex-pats and snowbirds who 
live in Puerto Vallarta “have it 
good”.  We live comfortable lives, 
enjoy good food, good friends, and, 
excluding the creaks and groans of 
getting older, pretty good health.  
Others here, particularly Mexican 
kids living in poverty, have a much 
more difficult life.  Many live in pov-
erty, have parents who are abusive, 
or are addicted to drugs.  Some kids 
have cancer or have no opportunity 
to meet their potential in education 
or music.  They need our help.

Audrey Hepburn, the actress and 
humanitarian, said: “As you grow 

You have two hands
John Warren older, you will discover that you 

have two hands — one for helping 
yourself, the other for helping oth-
ers.”  Volunteers for the International 
Friendship Club (IFC) have discov-
ered both their hands.  They help 
others, particularly Mexican kids.

The club’s flagship program is the 
cleft palate program, and it runs with 
only volunteers.  It has been provid-
ing free surgery and medical care to 
children born with cleft palates and 
lips for over thirty years.  A team of 
doctors, who volunteer their time, 
is flown from Guadalajara to PV by 
the IFC four times a year to assess 
and treat around a hundred children.  
Volunteers arrange all accommoda-
tion, meals, and transportation for 
the medical staff.  The CMQ hos-
pital provides free use of an oper-
ating room, as well as medical sup-
plies and anesthetics.  This program 
changes lives.

Other club members volunteer on 
the front desk to answer questions, 
sell memberships, provide tourist 
help and take some pressure off our 
lone employee: the incomparable 
Josué, who looks after the office 
management and accounting needs.  
Volunteers choose the movie for 
movie nights, find and provide lec-
turers, teach bridge, and lead the Fri-
day night dine-arounds, where new 
and old members make new friends.

The income from memberships 
and activities is more than sufficient 
to cover the club’s operating expens-
es.  Any surplus is combined with 
revenue from the IFC Home Tours 
to fund the help that the Club gives 

to support its 22 charities.  Each one 
has a volunteer liaison person who 
ensures that the charity continues 
to support the needs of the children 
involved, whether for education, 
health, or social services.  Susan D 
delves into forgotten corners of town 
to make sure the club supports indi-
viduals and families in need.

Henry, the president of the Interna-
tional Friendship Club, works tireless-
ly and effectively to make sure that the 
club runs smoothly and effectively.

Volunteering is the ultimate exercise 
in democracy.  You vote in elections 
once a year, but when you volunteer, 
you vote every day about the kind of 
community you want to live in.

IFC’s elections will take place next 
month.  If you think Aristotle was 
right and that “the essence of life 
is to serve others and to do good,” 
please consider volunteering for 
a few hours a month with the IFC.  
Contact the president, Henry Golas 
at hrnry462146@gmail.com to find 
out what this community needs.
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United States President Donald Trump said on 
Friday he would “temporarily hold off” on the 
designation of Mexican drug cartels as terrorist 
organizations at the request of President López 
Obrador. “All necessary work has been completed 
to declare Mexican cartels terrorist organizations.  
Statutorily we are ready to do so,” Trump wrote 
on Twitter.

“However, at the request of a man who I like 
and respect, and has worked so well with us, 
President Andrés Manuel López Obrador, we will 
temporarily hold off this designation and step 
up our joint efforts to deal decisively with these 
vicious and ever-growing organizations!”

Trump said in an interview last week that he 
had been working on the terrorism designation for 
90 days and that he would “absolutely” go ahead 
with it.  Justifying his intention, the U.S. president 
said that 100,000 people a year die from the 
consumption of drugs smuggled into the country 
from Mexico.

His assertion that cartels would be classified 
as terrorists came after a spate of cartel attacks 
including the massacre of nine Mexican-U.S. 
citizens in Sonora on November 4.

Responding to Trump, López Obrador said last 
week that Mexico was prepared to cooperate with 
the United States to combat organized crime but 
stressed that it would not accept a U.S. intervention.

In Mexico, a craving for tacos is easily satisfied: 
there are at least 115,000 vendors of the staple of the 
Mexican diet.

Furthermore, almost 100% of citizens live not 
more than 400 meters from a taco stand, according 
to geographer Baruch Sanginés.  A study carried 
out by Sanginés focused on the country’s many 
taquerías (taco restaurants and street stands) using 
data compiled by the national statistics institute, 
Inegi.  He found there are more taquerías than 
schools, of which there are 92,000.

To illustrate that one is never far from a taco, 
civil engineer Ernesto Miranda measured the 
distance from some of Mexico City’s most famous 
monuments to the nearest taquerías.  He began at 
the Monument to the Revolution.  The door of the 
nearest taquería was 176 meters away.  

He repeated the investigation from the Angel of 
Independence, on Paseo de la Reforma avenue.  
“Here we find one 152 meters from the main base of 

For the love of tacos:
study identifies 115,000 taco vendors in Mexico

the Angel of Independence.” Sanginés said the high 
density of taquerías speaks to “the great food culture 
we have.”  The taco, of course, is the perfect food for 
those on the go.

“The advantage of eating tacos is that you don’t 
waste time,” said chef Rafael Cruz.  “It’s a product 
that is very fast, it’s faster than fast food.  American 
fast food takes much longer to prepare.  With a taco, 
you arrive, the taquero gives you one, and you go.”

Sanginés would like his study to lead to something 
that would help hungry, hurried citizens find a taco 
when they need it.

“The idea would be to create an app exclusively 
for tacos that would give information of interest.  For 
example, which are the best?  What kinds of salsas do 
they have?  It’s about giving you the info you need to 
make the best decision.”

The study revealed that Mexico City has the most 
taquerías with 18,000.  Guadalajara followed with 
6,800 and third place went to Monterrey with 4,200.

Trump puts ‘temporary hold’ on narco-terrorist designation for Mexican cartels
Speaking late on Friday in Tabasco, the President 

applauded Trump’s decision to postpone the 
designation, stating that it showed that he had taken 
Mexico’s opinion into account.

“I also very much respect President Donald 
Trump because he’s showing with actions that he 
is respectful of Mexico, respectful of our people 
and respectful of our national sovereignty,” López 
Obrador told reporters at the site of the Dos Bocas 
refinery. “Mexico is a free, independent and 
sovereign country, our constitution is very clear that 
we don’t accept intervention…” he said.

Trump’s postponement of the terrorism 
designation came a day after U.S. Attorney General 
William Barr met with Mexican officials, including 
López Obrador and Foreign Secretary Marcelo 
Ebrard. The President described the meeting with 
Barr as “good,” writing on Twitter that “as a lawyer, 
he understands our constitution requires us to adhere 
to the principles of cooperation for development 
and nonintervention in foreign affairs.”

The Foreign Secretariat said in a statement 
that “security priorities” for both Mexico and 
the United States were discussed as were issues 
including “cooperation in arms trafficking, money 
laundering, international drug flows and how to 
deal with transnational crime.”

(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, Televisa News, 
El Universal, Milenio, Reuters)
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Every year in December, Jewish people around the world celebrate 
the holiday of Hanukah, the Festival of Lights.  Hanukah begins on 
the 25th day of the Hebrew month of Kislev, but the starting date on 
the western calendar varies from year to year.  The holiday celebrates 
the events which took place over 2,300 years ago in the land of Judea, 
today’s Israel.

Long ago in that land, there was a Greek king of the Seleucid Empire 
called Antiochus IV who attempted to eradicate the Jewish religion, 
forbidding Torah observance, and erecting an altar to Zeus in the Temple 
precincts (“the abomination” of Daniel 9:27).  He forbade reading or 
teaching the Mosaic Law, ordered copies of the Hebrew Bible burned, 
executed women who had their sons circumcised, and ordered the 
infants’ bodies tied around their mothers’ necks.  Keeping the Sabbath 
was also declared a crime punishable by death.  Some did as they were 
told, but many refused.  One who refused was Judah Maccabee.

Judah and his four brothers formed an army and chose as their name 
the word “Maccabee”, which means hammer.  After three years of 
fighting, the Maccabees were finally successful in driving the Syrians 
out of Israel and reclaiming the Temple in Jerusalem.  They wanted 
to clean the building, removing the hated Greek symbols and statues.  
On the 25th day of the month of Kislev, the job was finished and the 
temple was rededicated.

When Judah and his followers finished cleaning the temple, they 
wanted to light the eternal light, known as the N’er Tamid, which 
is present in every Jewish house of worship.  Once lit, the oil lamp 
should never be extinguished.

However, only a tiny jug of oil was found, only enough for a single 
day.  The oil lamp was filled and lit.  Then a miracle occurred: the tiny 
amount of oil stayed lit not for one day, but for eight days.

Jews celebrate Hanukah to mark their victory over the Syrians and 
the rededication of the Jerusalem Temple.  The Festival of the Lights 
lasts for eight days to commemorate the miracle of the oil.  The word 
Hanukah (regardless of how it is spelled) means “rededication”.

In North America, families celebrate Hanukah at home.  They give 
and receive gifts, decorate the house, entertain friends and family, 
eat special foods, and light the holiday menorah (Hanukah menorah) 
called a Hanukiyah.  

The Hanukiyah has nine candle holders.  There are eight candles, 
one for each night of Hanukah, while the ninth, called the Shamash, is 

The eight days of Hanukah used to light the other eight candles. The Shamash is lit first and then is 
used to light the other candles.

In Puerto Vallarta, members of the Jewish community and their 
friends either get together to celebrate in a private home or by attending 
some of the events organized by Rabbi Hecht in and around Puerto 
Vallarta.   This is one of Judaism’s happiest holidays.

The Hanukah Dreidel
The dreidel is one of the best known symbols of Chanukah.  A four-

sided top with a Hebrew letter on each side, the dreidel is used to play 
a fun Chanukah game of chance.

The letters on the dreidel, Nun, Gimmel, Hey and Shin, stand for the 
Nes Gadol Haya Sham, which means A Great Miracle Happened There.

To play the game of dreidel, two to four players each get a handful of 
pennies or chocolate money called gelt.  The remainder of the pot is left 
in the middle.  The youngest player spins the dreidel and depending on 
what letter the top lands on, he or she will:

NUN - Lose his turn, the top passes to the next player, GIMEL - Win 
all the pot, HEY - Win half the pot, or SHIN (or PEH) - Lose all of his 
coins.

The dreidel (Sivivon in Hebrew, from the verb to spin) continues to 
be passed around the circle until one player has won everyone’s coins. 
According to some historians, Jews first played with a spinning top 
during the rule of King Antiochus.  In Judea, Antiochus had outlawed 
Jewish worship, so the Jews would use a game with the spinning top as 
a ruse to conceal that they were secretly studying the Torah.
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The celebration of the Posadas is an important Mexican Christmas 
tradition and features prominently in holiday festivities in Mexico 
(and more and more north of the border as well).  These community 
celebrations take place on each of the nine nights leading up to 
Christmas, from December 16 to 24th. 

The word posada means “inn” or “shelter” in Spanish.  In this 
tradition, the Bible story of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem 
and their search for a place to stay is re-enacted.  The tradition also 
involves a special song, as well as a variety of Mexican Christmas 
carols, breaking piñatas, and celebration.

Posadas are held in neighborhoods across Mexico and are also 
becoming popular in the United States.  The celebration begins 
with a procession in which the participants hold candles and sing 
Christmas carols.  Sometimes there will be individuals who play the 
parts of Mary and Joseph who lead the way, or images representing 
them are carried.  The procession will make its way to a particular 
home (a different one each night), where a special song (La Canción 
Para Pedir Posada) is sung.

Asking for Shelter
There are two parts to the traditional posada song.  Those outside 

the house sing the role of Joseph asking for shelter and the family 
inside responds, singing the part of the innkeeper saying that there is 
no room.  The song switches back and forth a few times until finally, 

Posadas: A traditional Mexican Christmas celebration

the innkeeper agrees to let them in.  The hosts open the door, and 
everyone goes inside.

Celebration
Once inside the house, there is a celebration which can vary from 

a big fancy party or a casual neighborhood to a small get-together 
among friends.  Often the festivities begin with a short religious 
service which includes a Bible reading and prayer.

On each of the nine nights, a different quality will be meditated 
upon: humility, strength, detachment, charity, trust, justice, purity, joy, 
and generosity.  After the religious service, the hosts distribute food 
to their guests, often tamales and a hot drink such as ponche or atole.  



11

Then the guests break piñatas, and the children are given candy. 
The nine nights of posadas leading up to Christmas are said 

to represent the nine months that Jesus spent in Mary’s womb, 
or alternatively, to represent nine days journey that it took Mary 
and Joseph to get from Nazareth (where they lived) to Bethlehem 
(where Jesus was born).

History of the Posadas
Now a widely-celebrated tradition throughout Latin America, 

there is evidence that the posadas originated in colonial Mexico.  
The Augustinian friars of San Agustin de Acolman, near Mexico 
City, are believed to have organized the first posadas.

In 1586, Friar Diego de Soria, the Augustinian prior, obtained a 
papal bull from Pope Sixtus V to celebrate what was called misas de 
aguinaldo “Christmas bonus masses” between December 16 and 24. 

The tradition seems to be one of many examples of how the 
Catholic religion in Mexico was adapted to make it easier for the 
indigenous people to understand and blend with their earlier beliefs.  
The Aztecs had a tradition of honoring their god Huitzilopochtli at 
the same time of year (coinciding with the winter solstice).

They would have special meals in which the guests were given 
small figures of idols made from a paste that consisted of ground 
toasted corn and agave syrup.  It seems that the friars took advantage 
of the coincidence and the two celebrations were combined. 

The Posada celebrations were originally held in the church, but 
the custom spread.  Later it was celebrated in haciendas, and then 

in family homes, gradually taking the form of the celebration as it 
is now practiced by the time of the 19th century.

Neighborhood committees often organize the posadas, and a 
different family will offer to host the celebration each night.  The 
other people in the neighborhood bring food, candy, and piñatas so 
that the costs of the party don’t fall only on the host family.

Besides neighborhood posadas, often schools and community 
organizations will organize a one-of posada on one of the nights 
between the 16th and the 24th.  If a posada or other Christmas party 
is held earlier in December for scheduling concerns, it may be 
referred to as a “pre-posada.”

(Source: www.tripsavvy.com)
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El Arrayán is very pleased to announce that we will be serving seasonal 
specials during these holidays, starting December 21st and until January 
2nd during our regular service hours 5:30 to 11 p.m. 

“We love sharing such very Mexican dishes during this time of the 
year,” say owners Claudia Victoria R. and Carmen Porras E.  “During 
these special days, we will be serving some of our favorite recipes.” 

EL ARRAYÁN is proud to offer, besides their regular a la carte menu, 
these specialty December dishes (which are also gluten free): 

Traditional Salted Cod 
Slowly cooked with tomatoes, olives, capers, red bell peppers, 
Almonds and confit new potatoes 
Oven Roasted Turkey, Mexican Stuffing 
Marinated with adobo & aromatic spices, 
dried fruit & beef stuffing, pumpkin mash 
Edible Herbs “Romeritos” in Homemade Molé Sauce 
Mole sauce recipe from the city of Puebla, dried shrimp cakes & white rice 
Soft Pork Belly with Mustard Sauce 
Slowly cooked, with soft grilled cabbage. 
Chef Marco Valdivia’s recipe from Tepic Nayarit

This year 2019, we will respect our days off during these special 
holidays for everyone in Mexico. Therefore, the dates Tuesday 24th & 
Tuesday 31st of December, we will be closed, like every Tuesday during 
the year when we take our day off. 

We will again be open Wednesdays, December 25th and January 1st. 

About El Arrayán 
EL ARRAYÁN has been delivering tempting traditional Mexican 

cuisine in Puerto Vallarta’s downtown area since 2003.  They boast a 4.5-
star rating on TripAdvisor with over 900 reviews from happy customers, 
many of whom are repeat visitors.  EL ARRAYÁN’s regular menu is 
naturally gluten-free, has vegan options, and is quite accommodating in 
the kitchen for any special dietary needs.  Their experienced wait staff 
confirms food allergies and sensitivities prior to taking a customer’s order 
as an added level of customer satisfaction. 

Located at 344 Allende # 344, just 4 blocks from El Malecón.  Open 
for regular dinner service from 5:30 to 11 p.m.  Closed on Tuesdays.  
Reservations for dinner can be made at www.elarrayan.com.mx/en/
reservation/ or call (322) 222-7195.  They accept: Visa, MasterCard and 
American Express.

Delicious Mexican Season Specials
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Legendary internationally-known drag 
personality Gouda Gabor returns to Incanto this 
season to host, OH BOY, a male revue of song, 
dance, and comedy.  Joining her will be five of 
Vallarta’s hottest and most talented hombres, 
who will sing and dance their way into your heart 
with music that includes both pop standards and 
sexy Latino beats.  Choreographer Jason Franco 
brings his international credits and a wealth of 
experience and awards to the Incanto stage.  OH 
BOY promises to be Vallarta’s cheekiest show of 
the season!  Fridays and Sundays at 9:30 p.m.  
Special Holiday Show December 23, 8 p.m.

Singer-songwriter, Chris Kenny sings covers 
and originals, having been influenced by the great 
ladies of jazz and blues.  December 16 at 7:15 p.m.

Paul Aleman presents his all-new hit show, 
‘The Music Of Elton John’ at Incanto.  The 
reviews have been outstanding.  Final show this 
run, December 14 at 7 p.m.

Internationally recognized vocalist and 
entertainer Enrique de Allende presents ‘A Voice 
Without Borders’, singing selections from Frank 
Sinatra, Elvis, Sam Smith, and many others.  
December 13, at 7 p.m., accompanied by Derek 
Carkner at the piano. 

Back this season by popular demand, NYC 
based pianist and music director, Michael 
Ferreri returns to Incanto’s piano bar for a 

‘Oh Boy Cabaret’ Premieres, Chris Kenny’s Jazz & Blues, 
Enrique de Allende with Romantic Mariachis, Paul 

Aleman’s ‘Elton John’, and Pianist Michael Ferreri at Incanto!

Hours: 4 to midnight daily.  Happy Hour features two for one house cocktails, margaritas, and beers 4 to 5 p.m.  Casual dining 5 to 11 p.m. daily.  
Two for one show tickets for select current shows are available during ‘The Zen Hour’ 4 to 5 p.m.  For more information and online tickets, please visit 

their website www.IncantoVallarta.com Call 322 223-9756 or contact them at Incantopv@gmail.com  Located at 109 Insurgentes (by the Rio Cuale). 

limited run. December 15 - 31 at 9:30 p.m. with a 
special Christmas Eve show at 7 p.m. 

Singer-songwriter Stolie, Kami Desilets and 
Hannah Brady present ‘Girls Night Out’.  Next 
show December 16 at 7 p.m. in the theatre.  Also, 
see Stolie on select Tuesdays in her own ticketed 
show in the piano bar at 7:30 p.m. 

Canada’s Trend Records in association with 
Incanto presents an evening of classic rock music 
from ‘The Doors’ starring an incredible all-live 
tribute band.  December 16, 9:30 p.m. 

Christmas at Incanto with a variety of special musical 
guests including singers Mary Porter, the casts of ‘Oh 
Boy Cabaret’, ‘Girls Night Out’, and more.  Hosted by 
Aunt Pearl and Gouda Gabor. December 18 at 7 p.m.

Democrats Abroad continues its weekly film 
series on Wednesday, December 11 at 3 p.m. with 
‘Boy Erased’.  They will also present the next 
Democratic Presidential Debate on Thursday, 
December 19. Time to be announced. 

Join host Dennis Crow for Incanto’s ongoing 
Summer Stock Film Series.  On December 12, 
at 3 p.m., he will present Ann: An Affectionate 
Portrait of Ann Richards.  All films are shown in 
the comfortable theatre. 

Cheko Ruiz and his full band play the hits of 
‘The Gipsy Kings’ and more on select Sundays at 
7 p.m.  Next show on December 15.  Dates/times 
available on Incanto’s website. 
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So don’t forget to put it on your calendar: 
Friday, December 13th from 6 to 10 p.m.

Next Shuffle: December 27th!

Gregg Sutton

Get out your party hats, put on your dancing shoes and mark 
the date on your calendar: Friday, December 13th!  

The season is in full swing and this is already the second 
South Side Shuffle of the season! 

The Shuffle, now in its tenth season, is put on every second 
Friday by a large group of businesses centered on the 200 and 
300 blocks of Basilio Badillo, in the heart of the Romantic 
Zone.  The party goes from 6 to 10 p.m., and is an event that 
both locals and visitors look forward to with great anticipation.

The participating businesses (art galleries, shops, restaurants, 
clubs and theaters) all serve complimentary beverages.  Whether 
you want to meet our local artists, or do some serious shopping, 
or listen to some great music, or just walk around Vallarta’s 
favorite neighborhood soaking up the festive atmosphere, the 
Shuffle is a wonderful way to spend your Friday night.  

The majority of the participating businesses are located on 
the 200 and 300 blocks of Basilio Badillo.  But there are also 
some great places to stop on nearby Constitución, V. Carranza 
and I.L. Vallarta Streets.  In fact, the organizers have made sure 
that this experience is a “compact” one.  All the participants are 
located within a few short blocks, so no matter how “happy” 
you get with all your complimentary drinks, you can still visit 
every location with ease.

The Shuffle has so much to offer.  One of the main attractions 
is shopping.  By chance, many of Vallarta’s finest shops and 
galleries are located on the principle block of the party.  Fine 
art, jewelry and Mexican crafts of the very best quality can 
be found in abundance, not to mention some great food and 
fabulous entertainment.

All the businesses on this magical stretch of Basilio Badillo 
and Constitución streets have something special to offer.  For 
the opportunity to ogle, mingle, tipple and even purchase 
some really wonderful art, it is an event not to be missed.  The 
Southside Shuffle really is a must.  You’ll have a ton of fun. 
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The Palm stage shines as we welcome 
everyone this holiday season

This is an exciting week coming up at the Palm, as a whole new group of entertainers take their place on the stage.  
As we head into the holiday season, our calendar features all types of entertainment, from Xmas themed shows 

to Latin-inspired performances.  There is something for everyone.  

She’s back!  Kim Kuzma has been working 
really hard to perfect her latest creation, “British 
Invasion” and from what I have heard, it’s going 
to be one of her best shows yet.  Get ready to 
experience the UK classics in a way that only 
Kim Kuzma and her band can deliver.  Her band 
consists of Eduardo Leon on guitar, Luis Rascon 
on percussion and cello, and Roberto Falcon on 
bass, all assembled to bring you the hits of Adele, 
Annie Lennox, The Beatles and so much more.  
We can’t tell you how excited we are to be able to 
host this incredible ensemble, and with “British 
Invasion” a new level of entertainment is waiting 
for you to experience.  Kim Kuzma’s “British 
Invasion” starts December 14 @ 7:30 p.m.

A new feature artist for us this season 
is Moelle fronted by vocalist and founder 
Fernanda Hernández.  Fernanda or, as her 
friends call her, “Ferny”, is originally from the 
state of Aguascalientes, in the central region of 
the Mexican Republic.  At the age of eleven, 
her family settled in charming Puerto Vallarta, 
a city that became her hometown and 
provenance of Moelle Project.  The show 
“Cinema Moelle” will take you through 
time bringing back memories of the magical 
music experience in Hollywood.  Certainly 
the fabulous musical ensemble, the stunning 
voice and performance of Ferny guarantee a 
wonderful evening.

For the first time in 
Vallarta, The Palm introduces 
something completely 
different than your standard 
stage entertainment.  For 
those who believe in the 
afterlife, The Palm introduces 
Kennedy Morgan for the 
first of many public medium 
performances.  Kennedy’s 
ability to communicate 
with those that have left us, 
opens the door to those un-
answered questions.  The 
show is title “Knocking on 
Heaven’s Door”.  For more 
information on this event, 
please contact the box office. 

Our favorite Latin band is back!  Fernando 
Gonzalez re-assembles his band, Piel Canela and 
returns with a renewed energy and enthusiasm 
taking a prime time slot for the 2019/2020 season.  
Fernando Gonzalez, Gary Flores Morales, Luis 
Rascon, Jose Galvan, and Alberto Ramirez band 
together to offer toe tapping danceable music in 
both English and Spanish - the most fun you can 
have on a Friday Night.  A huge hit last year, you 
can expect an evolution of new material along with 
old favourites.  

Dancing is recommended during the shows, and 
we are certain you will not be able to sit still for very 
long.  Piel Canela joins us all season long, and look 
for them at our Market Days on certain Saturdays. 

The Palm is proud of its line-up this season, and we think 
you will agree.  With all returning favorites, and exciting 
newcomers, we think we have one of the best seasons yet.  You 
can purchase tickets online for all of our shows, or you can visit 
the box office in person.  We can answer all your questions.

ThePalmCabaret.com
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For the third season in a row, Marti Gould 
Cummings returns to the Palm Cabaret with her 
new show, “Take Me Back to the 90s”.  Marti is 
a singer, story teller, comedian and activist, and 
she will take you back to a time that was simpler, 
through song and stories.  Currently running 
for politics, Marti engages the audience on an 
intimate level, promising laughs, inspiration and 
perhaps a few tears.  Marti is here for a brief time, 
so make sure you catch her before she is gone.

The Palm Cabaret and Bar is located at 508 Olas Altas in the heart of Puerto Vallarta’s Romantic Zone. Tickets to all shows can be purchased at the venue’s box office, 
which opens daily at 10 a.m., or online at ThePalmCabaret.com  For more information, call 222-0200, or follow The Palm Cabaret and Bar PVR on Facebook

After a short break in San Miguel, our 
new family member, Lady Zen, returns 
to The Palm for 3 more instalments of her 
latest show.  Alzenira Quezada, a.k.a.: Lady 
Zen, is an internationally known lyric fusion 
poet.  She joins us throughout the season, 
with her first run going to December 19th.  
In the words of Deb Jean, “Lady Zen is an 
extraordinary vocalist and delivers a show 
that her audience can truly appreciate”.  
The “Ladies of Legend” show is a tribute 
to all the women who inspired her voice - 
featuring the music of Sade, Carol King, 
Joan Armatrading, Tina Turner, Erykah 
Badu, and so many more.  We are very proud 
to welcome Lady Zen to the Palm family.

Luis Villanueva, born and raised in Chiapas in southern Mexico, began 
his musical career at age 11 in the Azteca Chiapas Hope Symphony 
Orchestra, when he began to participate in local singing contests and later 
moved to Puerto Vallarta to have more opportunities in music.  Winning 
local and national contests already in this town, he succeeded with his 
shows like The Gospel Brunch, Naked Boys Singing, Revival Show, etc.  
Thus, having his own audience, during the last year he has worked on 
his original music, making compositions and production together with 
Fernando Uribe, pianist, music director and producer.

Luis continues his run at the Palm with “Mr. Curiosity”, a look at the 
music of the 80’s, leading you to an era when George Michael, Erasure, 
Culture Club, Spandau Ballet, Madonna and more, were topping the charts.  

The Kinsey Sicks return to The Palm to 
celebrate 20 years with Oy Vey in a Manger, 
where we find Angel, Winnie, Trixie, and 
Trampolina trying to sell off their manger 
-yes, that manger- before it’s foreclosed upon.  
Crises arise, secrets are revealed, Jewish-
Gentile tensions surface, and mayhem ensues 
- all in glorious four-part harmony.

Oy Vey boasts The Kinsey Sicks’ 
reinterpretations of holiday classics, such as 
“God Bless Ye Femmy Lesbians,” “Satan 
Baby”, and “I’m Dreaming of a Vanna White 
Christmas”, plus hilarious Jewish satiric 
fare, including “Don’t Be Happy, Worry,” 
the Chanukah spa classic “I Had a Little 
Facial” and, of course, the requisite and new 
Christmas cuisine standard, “Soylent Night.”

Another holiday presentation comes 
from Sutton Lee Seymour.  Known as 
the “Robin Williams of Drag,” Sutton Lee 
Seymour is New York City’s campiest live 
singing queen of stage and screen, now 
touring her best selling shows from coast 
to coast in the United States, Mexico, 
Brazil, Europe, and also the seven seas 
with Atlantis Events!  This year, Sutton 
presents “Stocking Stuffer” a comedic 
look at the holidays through jokes and 
song.  Her shows are always filled with 
great vocals, dance and some of the 
craziest antics you have ever seen.  Sutton 
is with the Palm for the entire season 
with her new show “Booby Tunes” which 
starts in January.
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The four Morales Brothers are thrilled to announce their new season of 
shows and fun at the hip Dinner & Show location: Bambinos Trattoria, 
founded on the theme of great music and fabulous food.  Los Bambinos 
bring more performers to the Bambinos Trattoria this season -on top of 
their five weekly shows- full of musical harmony, tasteful instrumentation 
and the family love that they are well known for.  This Saturday night, do 
not miss Rhonda and Don presenting “Rocking the blues”.  Furthermore, 
Media Luna, and more to be announced for the following weeks! 

“It is an outstanding feeling to share the stage this season with great artists.  
We began as artists playing in other people’s venues.  Now we have a live-
music venue of our own where other performers can share their music while 
clients enjoy an excellent meal!” – says Lázzaro Morales, Lead Guitar.

Los Bambinos now offer you a delightful and carefully selected 
3-course dinner different every week, for only $699 pesos, show 
included.  Dinner & Show seating begins at 6 p.m.  Also enjoy our great 
wine selection, it will enchant you even more!  Long story short… Come 
and live the experience of a unique dinner & show in the heart of Puerto 
Vallarta with the show of your choice: 

Los Bambinos ALL NEW concerts 

Monday night| 8 p.m.| HOTEL CALIFORNIA 
Enjoy an evening with songs by The Eagles.  The Eagles’ repertoire 

offers smooth harmonies and songs that capture an era, bringing back 
great memories for the group and listeners alike

Tuesday | 8 p.m. | BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY
This is a QUEEN revival show.  The QUEEN revival show is a 

great musical challenge for the group with complex harmonies and 
sophisticated instrumentation.  Full of energy and rhythm, this show will 
make you vibrate as you experience a night full of vocals.

Wednesday Night| 8 p.m. | BEATLE-MANIA
Growing up listening to the Beatles, The Morales brothers bring their own 

four-part harmonies to the stage playing a show of classics.  Los Bambinos’ 
harmonies and instrumentalization perfectly captures the sound of one of 
the most recognized groups in musical history.  Wednesday’s theme show 
brings to life songs such as Hard Day’s Night, Here, there and Everywhere 
and Ticket to Ride. “Los Bambinos are better than Vegas!” - Tony, Chicago.
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New performers at the Bambinos Trattoria!
Thursday Night | 8 p.m. | MUSIC LEGENDS
Los Bambinos take you on a music tour offering a great compilation 

of the world’s most emblematic tunes from the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80, 
and more!  Revive those memories and experience a fun and touching 
evening of a spectacular selection of artists.

Friday | 8 p.m. | LATIN NIGHT PARTY 
Come on down for a full evening of Latin music in their famous Latin 

Music Show!  This concert brings you the heart of Latin American music 
that is an intimate part of Los Bambinos’ own musical history.  In this 
performance, the group showcases their musical upbringing performing 
traditional Mexican music, contemporary favorites like Carlos Santana, 
and Gypsy Kings flamenco alongside rhythmic selections by artists such 
as Celia Cruz.

Every Saturday Two Shows!
5:30 p.m.| EARLY Dinner/ LATE Lunch seating begins at 4:45 p.m.
ROCKING THE BLUES by Rhonda Padmos & Don Pope. 

Enjoy impeccable talent on stage!  Canadian musicians Rhonda and Don, 
who have been performing in Vallarta since the early 90’s bring to you a 
show that will excite all your senses with a performance full of magic and 
masterpieces on piano and guitar!  Expect to hear music from Eric Clapton, 
B.B.King, Bonnie Raitt, Janis Joplin, Stevie Ray Vaughn, Aretha Fanklin, 
Billie Holiday, J.J. Cale, Ray Charles, and many more. 

8:30 p.m.| Dinner seating begins at 7:30 p.m. 
MEDIA LUNA | “Rumba On Fire”
Reserve NOW Mark your calendar for any of the nightly performances 

and experience a memorable Dinner & Show.  Bambinos Trattoria is the 
perfect place to enjoy the tradition of music in Vallarta.  Please reserve 
early, as seating is limited. 

Bambinos Trattoria is located at 314 Aguacate, corner of Carranza 
street in the Romantic Zone on the south side of town.  

Reserve now at 222-4357 (English Spoken).  
Buy tickets online at www.bambinostrattoria.com  
See you at Bambinos Trattoria! 
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Long-anticipated 
“Whitney & Tina Show” opens

Friday, December 20 at Act2PV! 

Act2PV continues its amazing streak of sold-out shows into the 
month of December!  It has seen an unprecedented number of 

first-time visitors through its doors, as well as the return of many 
of its locals, who are all thrilled about the amazing line-up of the 
2019/2020 season!  TripAdvisor is brimming with reviews from 

excited patrons and the town is abuzz with excitement!

Highlights This Week:

Shows Opening this Week:

➤  “Whitney & Tina,” starring Vallarta’s #1 Songstress, Diana 
Villamonte, opens on Friday, December 20 at 5 p.m.

➤ “Linda Ronstadt:  In My Voice,” starring Vallarta’s newest star, 
Brenda Gaviño, re-opens on Tuesday, December 17 at 7:30 p.m.!

➤ ONE TIME ONLY!  “Retchless,” featuring the incredible 
androgynous singer/dancer/ stortyteller and International Pole Dance 
Champion, Steven Retchless, returns on Friday, December 20 at 
9:30 p.m.!

➤ MAMMA MIA!, the biggest, most exciting musical ever produced 
in Puerto Vallarta history, is a huge hit!  In fact, almost every show 
has been SOLD OUT!   Built around hit ABBA songs, it is the 
story of a young girl’s quest to find out who her father is.  Audience 
members have raved about this flashy, well-cast production of the 
beloved 1980’s MAMMA MIA!  The reviews are amazing!  People 
are comparing it favorably to productions they have seen in New 
York, Seattle, Toronto, London and other entertainment destinations!  
The show continues every Monday, Thursday and Saturday.

Act2PV’s incredible entertainment with its incredible sound 
and lighting systems, is on par with any theater in North 
America!  Excellent live musical entertainment (with no cover) 
is also offered in the beautiful, fully-equipped Encore bar!  Come 
early and enjoy a drink!  Be sure to check out all the reviews on 
TripAdvisor, Facebook, GoogleMyBusiness.com and more!  

For more show information or to buy tickets, go to Act II’s 
website at www.act2pv.com

Act2PV, “The Best Performing Arts Venue in Banderas 
Bay” (poll conducted by Vallarta Tribune), is also rated as #3 of 
the “Best Places in Puerto Vallarta by TripAdvisor.  Whether 
you’re looking for high-quality theater productions, or 
internationally-renowned cabaret acts and drag shows, this 
5-star venue truly brings you THE BEST OF THE BEST in its 
2019/2020 season, presenting something for everyone! .

starring Vallarta’s 
#1 Songstress, Diana 

Villamonte 
A Musical Tribute 

to Whitney Houston 
and Tina Turner

 
OPENING NIGHT – 
Friday, December 20, 

2019 – 5:00 p.m.

Diana Villamonte, runner-up in the Voice of Mexico competition, and 
#1 in the hearts of Vallartans, will present a brand-new show combining 
the music of two of her favorite performers, Whitney Houston and Tina 
Turner!  With her powerhouse voice and infectious personality, Diana is 
the perfect singer to take on the iconic Whitney (her lifelong inspiration), 
as well as the effervescent and ageless Tina Turner, with whom she shares 
an uncanny resemblance, both physically and vocally.  Diana performed 
separate tribute shows for each of these women several years ago, and 
audiences loved them both.  This new production is the perfect vehicle to 
combine the energy and talent of these two musical virtuosos!

Diana Villamonte, one of the most talented entertainers that has ever 
crossed the Act2PV stage, has been performing to sold-out audiences for 
the past three years.  She is going to be “magical” in this new show!  She 
continues to win the hearts of her audiences over and over, and people 
are amazed at the talent of this beautiful, young singer.  This show is a 
MUST-SEE in Puerto Vallarta and is good for all ages.

“Whitney 
& Tina”
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Get Your Tickets 
Now for these Great 
Broadway Musicals 

Produced by Act2PV!

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Diana Villamonte at Act 2 
... SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!! If 
you haven’t gone to Act 2 to see 
Diana Villamonte in either of her 
tribute shows, -Tina Turner and/
or -Motown and Beyond, you 
simply MUST put them on your 
list of things to do while visiting 
Puerto Vallarta!! We attended the 
Tina Turner tribute show last week 
and were blown away by Diana’s 
talent and energy. We didn’t want 
the show to end!! ... There are few 
performers that can rival the likes 
of Diana Ross, Whitney Houston, 
Tina Turner and Aretha Franklin ... 
but Diana can give them ALL a run 
for their money!!”

“Fiercely Talented Singing 
Sensation Diana Villamonte 
Dazzles in Puerto Vallarta! ... 
This young Panamanian beauty 
has apparently been slaying 
audiences most nights in a variety 
of the performances at the Red 
Room Cabaret.  Not only is she 
a powerfully gifted singer, Ms. 
Villamonte is a natural and 
captivating stage performer.  How 
best to describe her talent?  Let’s 
just say that when she pays tribute 
to such iconic powerhouses as 
Whitney Houston, Aretha Franklin, 
Diana Ross, Etta James, Donna 
Summer and Shirley Bassey, you’re 
virtually just as enamored by her 
performance of the songs as you are 
by the originators!

Having stumbled upon this gem 
of a talent at what has to be Puerto 
Vallarta’s hottest and most prolific 
entertainment venue, we left eager to 
follow the career of a star who seems 
destined to skyrocket to fame.”

MAMMA MIA!
A Broadway Musical 

Mondays, Thursdays & 
Saturdays - 7:00 p.m. 

Act2PV and its managing partners, 
along with Music Theater International 
(MTI), are excited to present the 
Broadway Musical, MAMMA MIA! 
on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays 
at 7 p.m.!  MAMMA MIA!, the most 
exciting production in PV History, is 
inspired and enhanced by well-known 
ABBA tunes!  It is a “feel-good” kind 
of show that will make you want to 
sing along to the familiar songs, 
and get up and dance in the aisles!   
Sophie, the 20-year old bride, is 
planning to get married in a little 
hotel on a Greek island where she 
has worked with her single mother, 
Donna, her whole life.  Unbeknownst 
to Donna, Sophie has longed to find 
the father she has never known.  After 
accidentally finding and reading her 
mother’s diary, she finds clues that 
point to three lovers from her mom’s 
“free-spirited” past that “might” be 
her father.  Sophie secretly invites all 
three of these men to her wedding, 
and hilarity ensues!

This delightful story features lots 
of nostalgic singing and dancing, as 
well as a HUGE cast, with a creative 
and colorful set design, beautiful, 
custom-created costumes, and 
brilliant choreography created by one 
of Mexico’s finest choreographers, 
Federico Nuñez Murias.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“The shows at Act II are always 
high-quality and entertaining, and 
Mamma Mia! is no exception. If 
anything, Act II has raised the 
bar with their production of this 
fast-paced and hilarious show 
that features the music of Abba. 
Even if you’re like me and not 
really a fan of Abba, I’m sure you’ll 
enjoy Abba’s songs the way they 
are presented by Act II’s cast of 
Mamma Mia! I was impressed by 
the quality of the singing delivered 
by the whole cast, soloists and 
chorus alike. The music, combined 
with energetic choreography and 
a zany storyline, makes for a 
thoroughly enjoyable experience. 
The cast was well-rehearsed, and 
the acting, singing, and dancing 
was quite frankly superb. Everyone 
in the cast was perfect for his/her 
role, with exceptional performances 
being delivered by Stephanie Watts 
as “Donna” and Ximena Esparza as 
“Sophie.” A real simpatico between 
the mother-daughter characters 
as played by the team of Watts and 
Esparza could be felt by the audience, 
lending texture and nuance to the 
story….”

“The audience appreciation was 
transmitted via earthquake foot-
stomping vibrations and thunderous 
applause.  Feels like an evening 
to an NYC broadway theatre for 
acting casting choreography and 
costumes.”  - William Larkin

“Mama Mia was the best ever. The 
cast was amazing, so talented and 
entertaining. The entire show was 
a delight to see. The performances, 
costumes, set and range of talent is 
the best I have seen.” - Christine C

“Amazing Performance from the 
Cast of Mamma Mia! High energy 
and great vocals make this a must 
see performance. The cast of Mamma 
Mia really connected and energized 
the audience. Act II is a intimate 
theatre where every seat has a great 
view of the stage, the lounge is a great 
spot to have a drink before the show 
and socialize with the other guests. I 
was really impressed on how you meet 

the cast on your way out of the show. 
It was truly an amazing experience!!” 
“Ovation after ovation!! What a 
night!! ♥️ We have seen West End, 
Broadway and Toronto.  Your 
production surpasses!  Kudos, 
Bouquets and Congratulations!” ~ 
Donna Larkin 

“...The audience could not contain 
themselves at the very least. Star 
after star took bows and seen in their 
eyes there was no doubt that they 
were utterly pleased with the play 
and loved that so many people were 
standing and cheering without end. 
There is the possibility that this is 
the top production in the history of 
Act2PV. It is that good, a show not 
to be missed.” ~ Gary Beck - More 
of Beck’s Best: Theater, Cabaret and 
More  http://www.facebook.com/
groups/PuertoVallartaShows

“Fantastic! Amazing cast-
Excellent singing, acting, dancing. 
Stephanie Wright Watts’s “The 
Winner Takes It All” performance 
was powerful. Brought tears to 
my eyes. Terrific choreography, 
costumes, sets, lighting. Such a fun 
evening including pre-show singer 
in the bar. Highly recommend!” 
“Mamma Mia last night was simply 
fantastic! As a long time fan of 
ABBA’s music and the movie version 
of this stage performance using 
for the most part local talent and 
several pros, I was anticipating a 
somewhat watered-down version 
but that was not the case. ACT 11 
has consistently improved over the 
years and this year Danny M. has 
once again surprised both my wife 
and I with an improved venue and a 
stellar production. Very well done, a 
must see whether you are a local or 
visitor you won’t be disappointed.” 
“...What a delightful evening. 
★★★★ We knew it would be fun, but 
from start to finish it was absolutely 
incredible. We will be taking our 
friends as they come into town.” ~ 
Randy Reed

Be sure to check out 
MAMMA MIA!’s other reviews 
on TripAdvisor and Google.com! 



26

“AVENUE Q”
A musical comedy featuring 
puppets and human actors 
Wednesdays - 7:00 p.m.

AVENUE Q is a delightful, laugh-
out-loud American musical that was 
performed on Broadway from 2003 
to 2019.  Filled with gut-busting 
humor and a delightfully catchy 
score (not to mention the use of 
full-size puppets that are animated 
by unconcealed human puppeteers), 
Avenue Q is a truly unique show that 
has quickly become a favorite for 
audiences everywhere!  Although 
the show addresses humorous 
adult issues… (puppet sex!)… and 
is not recommended for children, 
it is actually very similar to a 
“well-known children’s television 
show” where puppets are friends.  
Audiences everywhere have been 
captivated by this fresh and funny 
story, and it won the prestigious 
2004 “Triple Crown” for Tony 
Awards… Best Music, Best Score 
and Best Book!  During its 6-month 
run at Act2PV three years ago, 
almost every show was sold out! 

The story of AVENUE Q takes 
place in New York City and the 
street is Avenue Q, the only address 
a person can afford when they’re 
fresh out of college, out of a job, or 
just trying to find their purpose in 
life. It is a coming-of-age parable 
that satirizes the issues and anxieties 
of entering adulthood.

AVENUE Q has not been authorized 
or approved by the Jim Henson 
Company or Sesame Workshop, 
which have no responsibility for its 
content.  Music &  Lyrics by Robert 
Lopez and Jeff Marx, Book by Jeff 
Whitty, Based on an original concept 
by Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx. 
Avenue Q is presented through 
special arrangement with Music 
Theater International (MTI).  All 
authorized materials are also 
presented by MTI, 423 W 55th St, 
NYC, NY 10019 - (212) 541-4684 / 
(212) 397-4684 FAX  

www.MTIShows.com

Tickets are available at act2pv.com

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“We saw this show in New York six 
years ago, and decided to see it again 
this time in Puerto Vallarta! Loved 
every minute of it, adult puppetry 
with fantastic humour. Worthwhile 
seeing this fabulous show, bravo!” 
“We recently moved to Nuevo 
Vallarta and are starting to explore 
things to do. We have not been 
down to the romantic zone much but 
decided to try out Avenue Q. We had 
an absolutely amazing time... The 
cast was unbelievably professional 
and extremely talented! They took 
the time to visit with us after the 
show and we are so excited to put 
every show on our calendar next 
season. If you get a chance while 
visiting Puerto Vallarta you should 
definitely check this place out. 
There is a very nice bar so go early 
and enjoy the entire experience!!” 
“Yes, I thoroughly enjoyed, laughed 
until I cried, and I’m a sucker for 
happy endings - I’ve seen this show 
countless times before, in Ogunquit, 
Maine; New York City (it just finally 
closed in NYC on Sunday, I think). 
This performance rivaled the Best 
of them. I will definitely see it again 
and bring friends next season when 
it goes “full-time.” - Dennis Crow  

 

Be sure to check out 
Avenue Q’s other reviews on 
TripAdvisor and Google.com!

All Shows This Week at ACT2PV:

FABULOUS FRIDAY,  December 13  
5:00 - (NO SHOW) 
7:30 - “Gabe & the Rockstars,” featuring Gabe Arciniega celebrating
            the music of Mick Jagger, George Michael and Prince. 
9:30 - “Tossed Salad,” featuring drag queen, Hedda Lettuce 
 
SUPER SATURDAY, December 14 
7:00 - MAMMA MIA!, the Broadway Musical 
7:30 - “Let’s Get Loud - Showgirl,” a throwback to the days of 
           Las Vegas when SHOWS were the highlight of your trip, 
           featuring the beautiful Daniela Treviño! 
9:30 - Mama Tits, starring in “The B**ch is Back!” 
 
SUNDAY FUNDAY, December 15 
7:00 - “MJ Live,” a musical singing/dancing tribute to Michael Jackson 
7:30 - “Elton / Earth, Wind & Fire,” starring the musical duo, Us Two 
9:30 - “Simply Delighted,” starring internally-renowned drag star, 
            Delighted Tobehere  
 
MOTOWN MAMA MIA MONDAY, December 16 
7:00 - MAMMA MIA!, the Broadway Musical 
7:30 - “Beyond Motown,” starring Voice of Mexico Runner-Up 
            and #1 Songstress in Puerto Vallarta, Diana Villamonte 
9:30 - “The B**ch is Back,” featuring drag diva, Mama Tits 
 
TERRIFIC TUESDAY, December 17 
5:00 - “Country Nights,” starring UsTwo 
7:00 - PAST-Modern Jukebox, starring the band, Lollipop 
7:30 - “Linda Ronstadt: In My Voice,”  
           a musical tribute to Linda Ronstadt starring Brenda Gaviño 
9:30 - Steve Grand, singer/songwriter and overnight internet sensation 
 
WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY, December 18 
7:00 - AVENUE Q, a quirky, very funny Broadway musical!   
7:30 - “Fleetwood Mac & The Eagles,” featuring the musical duo, UsTwo 
9:30 - “Simply Delighted,” starring internally-renowned drag star 

THANKFUL THURSDAY, December 19 
7:00  - MAMMA MIA!, the Broadway Musical 
7:30 - Steve Grand, singer/songwriter and overnight internet sensation  
9:30 - (NO SHOW) 
 
FABULOUS FRIDAY, December 20 
5:00 - (OPENING NIGHT) “Whitney & Tina” starring 
           Diana Villamonte, Voice of Mexico Runner-Up 
           and #1 Songstress in Puerto Vallarta 
7:30 - “Gabe & the Rockstars,” featuring Gabe Arciniega celebrating 
           the music of Mick Jagger, George Michael and Prince. 
9:30 - (ONE NIGHT ONLY!) “Retchless,” 
           featuring androgynous singer/dancer/storyteller and 
           International Champion Pole Dancer, Steven Retchless
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Friday, December 13 
   (NO SHOW)

5:00 p.m. - “Beyond Motown,” 
starring Diana Villamonte, 
Vallarta’s #1 songstress (and runner-
up in “The Voice of Mexico”) who 
has returned for her THIRD SOLD-
OUT SEASON!  She starts the 
evening off with a brand new show, 
as well as a live band and back-up 
singers!   This new show goes WAY 
beyond Motown, featuring songs 
by The Supremes, Michael Jackson, 
Queen, The Temptations, Frank 
Sinatra, Mariah Carey, The Jackson 
5, Stevie Wonder, Marvin Gaye, 
Alicia Keys, and MANY more…. 

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Just when we thought what 
dazzled us most about Puerto 
Vallarta was its lush mountains and 
landscapes, we discovered another 
jewel just as brilliant! Remember 
the name Diana Villamonte, because 
she’s one of the most talented and 
electrifying new singing sensations 
to come along in a while! … Not 
only is she a powerfully gifted 
singer, Ms. Villamonte is a natural 
and captivating stage performer. 
How best to describe her talent? 
Let’s just say that when she pays 

Show Descriptions

Please check out the reviews 
for these shows at “Act II 

Entertainment” on TripAdvisor 
and GoogleMyBusiness.com!  

For more information about these 
shows, or to buy tickets, go to 

act2pv.com

tribute to such iconic powerhouses 
as Whitney Houston, Aretha 
Franklin, Diana Ross, Etta James, 
Donna Summer and Shirley Bassey, 
you’re virtually just as enamored 
by her performance of the songs as 
you are by the originators!”

7:30 - “Gabe & the Rockstars,” 
featuring Gabe Arciniega 
celebrating the music of Mick 
Jagger, George Michael and Prince. 
Through songs and stories, “Gabe & 
the Rock Stars” celebrates the music 
of three of the most famous rock 
icons, Mick Jagger, George Michael 
and Prince.  Gabe is a masterful 
storyteller, and through his own 
personal experiences in the ever-
changing world of entertainment, 
he will titillate you with behind-
the-scenes stories about the life of a 
rockstar.  Some of the iconic songs in 
this show include “Let’s Go Crazy,” 
“Jumpin’ Jack Flash,” “Freedom,” 
“Honky Tonk Woman,” “Baby I’m 
a Star,” and “You Can’t Always Get 
What You Want.”

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“A new one man show opened 
last night at Act2 Stages. And it’s 
a must see! Gabe Arciniega simply 
oozes incredible talent and energy, 
and shares unselfishly his sheer joy 
of music and entertaining. Treat 
yourself to an amazing evening.” 
“What a great performance!  Gabe 
is certainly a natural on stage!  We 
all loved the music, loved Gabe’s 
voice, and loved the emotions he 
shared with the audience.  We would 
highly recommend seeing any show 
Gabe is in!”

 9:30 p.m. - “Tossed Salad,” 
featuring 6-time Drag Queen of the 
Year Award-winner (HX magazine) 
and the legendary “green goddess” 
of drag, Hedda Lettuce is delighted 
to celebrate her fifth season at the 
Red Room Cabaret with her one 
woman Comedy/Cabaret show, 
“Tossed Salad!”  Hedda will toss 
out the perfect mix of fresh, crisp 
improvisational comedy,  bawdy and 
biting wit, light dancing and lush, 
live (NOT lip-synched) singing! 
All this, along with her colorful 
costumes, creates the perfect show!    

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Hedda Lettuce is the Best 
Drag Show in PV We saw Hedda 
Lettuce last week and the show 
was hysterical. Her unique banter 
with the audience makes each 
show different. Her spontaneous 
jokes are sharp, clever and witty! I 
don’t know how she comes up with 
them so quickly based on what the 
audience says. Her live singing of 
her original songs makes this drag 
queen the best show in PV!

Hedda show is a laugh riot and you 
will want to see it again and again! 
Run don’t walk to see Hedda Lettuce.”

Saturday, December 14
7:00 - MAMMA MIA! the 

Broadway Musical, is featured on 
the Main Stage!  This is the most 

exciting production in Vallarta 
history!  Audiences are raving 

about it and the TripAdvisor and 
Google.com reviews are out of this 

world!  (See description above.)  
Mondays, Thursdays & Saturdays 

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“This has to be one of the greatest 
productions in Puerto Vallarta. 
Have seen many BroadwayNYC 
and London productions and this 
compares favorably. A must see 
when visiting PV.”

7:30 - “Let’s Get Loud - 
Showgirl” starring the beautiful 
singer/dancer, Daniela Treviño.  
A throwback to the days of Las Vegas 
when SHOWS were the highlight of 
your trip!  Daniela salutes Beyonce, 
Celine, Jennifer Lopez, Charo, 
Gloria Estafan, Mariah, Cher and 
more…. the greatest singers who 
have ever performed in Las Vegas!  
Produced by Act2PV and directed 
by Alfonso Lopez.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“I was fortunate to see the opening 
of this show. As a performing 
musician for thirty years, I have 
rarely seen someone with a voice 
that could match Danellia’s!!! 
This woman has a four and a half 
octave range, was personable, 
funny and put on a show that left 
me spellbound!! Truly a must see!!”

9:30 - “The B**ch is Back,” 
featuring the beloved Mama Tits, 
Vallarta’s 6’7” POWERHOUSE 
vocalist and drag queen!  Returning 
to Act2PV for her 5th season, Mama 
Tits is back with another raw and 
witty take on life, sex, relationships 
and living your truth, with all new 
music and stories, including jazz, 
blues, pop and rock!
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TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Mama Tits is hysterically funny, 
and sings beautifully all while 
being incredibly honest and moving 
about her true life experiences- a 
must see... no ifs ands or tits about 
it! Oh and Diego is adorable.”

Sunday, December 15
7:00 - MJ LIVE! A tribute to 

the music and dance of Michael 
Jackson, featuring internationally-
renowned Michael Jackson 
impersonator, Jose Martinez

Google My Business ★★★★★

“EXCELLENT Michael Jackson 
Show. Extremely Professional and 
Fabulous Costumes. GO see it ! 
well done…”

“Thoroughly enjoyed the tribute 
to Michael Jackson show at Act II. 
Jose Martinez, from Venezuela, does 
a fantastic job of impersonating MJ 
and the dance troop accompanying 
him are terrific. The lighting and 
sound would make you think you 
are at a big time Vegas type show. 
Overall a very professional job. I 
have to say that this is one of my 
favourite productions this year at 
Act II and if you can only attend 1 
show put this one top of your list.” 
~ Christine Hegi

7:30 - Elton/Earth, Wind & 
Fire, featuring Vallarta’s favorite 
musical duo, Us Two!  Singing 
songs made by famous by Elton and 
EWF, such as September, Boogie 
Wonderland, Reasons, Your Song, 
Crocodile Rock, Candle in the 
Wind, Goodbye Yellow Brick Road, 
and more.  Their repertoire changes 
with each performance, as they keep 
adding new repertoire, but these 
amazing vocalists (and their live 
band) will definitely treat you to an 
unforgettable evening of music!  

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Had the awesome pleasure of 
checking out Us Two last night with 
Daniel & Noemi! They’re amazing! 
Great talents both of them and their 
band and crew! [It} flew by with 
us wanting more. We loved their 
special flare for their songs and 
their amazing voices and banter. 
Can’t wait to come back.”

9:30 p.m. - “Simply Delighted,” 
featuring internationally-
renowned drag star, Delighted 
Tobehere.  Delighted Tobehere 
combines celebrity illusion, vocal 
impressions, live vocals, lip sync, 
comedy, intelligence, and quick wit 
to wow her audiences!  

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Paula Dean, move over. There’s a 
new comedy meal in town, and she’s 
delicious: Delighted ToBeHere.”

Monday, December 16 
7:00 - MAMMA MIA! the 

Broadway Musical (See description 
on Saturday, December 7 above)

7:30 - “Beyond Motown,” 
starring Diana Villamonte. (see 
description on  December 13 above)

9:30 - “The B**ch is Back! 
featuring Mama Tits (see description 
on Saturday, December 14 above)

Tuesday, December 17 
5:00 - “Country Nights,” 

featuring Us Two and their live 
band. This amazing duo can sing 
anything!!  Their country-western 
show is like nothing you’ve ever 
experienced!  Both Daniel Celis and 
Noemi Plascencia are incredible 
entertainers, and their band is of 
the highest quality. Their repertoire 
includes songs by Linda Rondstadt, 
Kenny Rogers, John Denver, Alan 
Jackson, Gretchen Wilson (and 
more) and spans the history of 
country music. 

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Our favorite this year was Us 
Two’s Country Show. Us Two are a 
dynamic musical duo that both have 
wonderful voices. We especially 
enjoyed their Country Show. Being 
from Texas, that’s saying something. 
Naomi is not only talented but 
beautiful to behold! Her partner, 
Daniel, is also handsome and has a 
great voice. Add a 5-piece band and 
you can’t beat their show.”

7:00 - “PAST-MODERN 
JUKEBOX! Prepare to be wowed 
when you see the 5-member PMJ 
band, Lollipop, in their incredible, 
new show, “PAST-Modern 
Jukebox!” They put their unique 
spin on beloved classics from the 

70’s and 80’s, with hits from Queen, 
Journey, Eric Clapton, KISS, 
Chicago, Police, and more, and 
convert them into the vintage big 
band (Tommy Dorsey, Glenn Miller, 
Count Basie, etc.) sounds of the past.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“This was our first visit to Act II 
and we thoroughly enjoyed it. We went 
early and spent some time in the bar 
prior to the show. The singer there was 
fantastic and the staff is outstanding. 
Past-Modern Jukebox was very 
entertaining and I would definitely 
suggest seeing them or any show 
presented by Act II. We’ll definitely be 
attending more shows there.”

7:30 - “Linda Ronstadt, In My 
Voice,” featuring Singer/Dancer 
Brenda Gaviño who has always 
had a special affinity for the music 
of the timeless living legend, Linda 
Ronstadt.  Singing songs like Blue 
Bayou… You’re No Good, Poor, 
Poor Pitiful Me, Just One Look, 
Allison, and more…  Brenda’s 
stunning likeness, as well as her 
beautiful, clear voice, and refreshing 
smile is the perfect combination to 
take on such an amazing performer!

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Brenda es una joya! This venue has 
a great, convivial atmosphere. Love 
all of the acts that we have seen there! 
Brenda was great during her Linda 
Ronstad tribute, but her set of latin 
music, boleros,etc is where she truly 
shined.  I would like to see an entire 
concert of her doing her ‘canciones de 
sus padres’. We loved her.”
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“Brenda!  does a Linda Rondstat 
show, but really Rocks it with Latin 
music!  She is new to the Puerto 
Vallarta scene, and very refreshing! 
Great show!”

9:30 - Steve Grand, singer/
songwriter and overnight internet 
sensation! His highly vulnerable 
and personable stage presence make 
even his frequently SOLD OUT 
shows feel more like an intimate 
gathering of friends in his living 
room as he accompanies himself on 
piano and guitar and interacts with 
the audience between songs.

This all-new, up-close and 
intimate show will feature many of 
your favorite songs from Steve’s 
original catalog, as well as some of 
his favorite music by Queen, Elton 
John, George Michael, Billy Joel, 
Kacey Musgraves and more!

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Attended Steve Grand’s all-
acoustic, solo music show where 
he played piano, guitar and 
sang.  He performed some Elton, 
some Beatles (my favorite), some 
Bruce Springsteen and many 
originals from his 2 albums.  Act II 
Entertainment is a beautiful venue 
where every seat is a good seat, the 
staff was courteous and attentive in 
every way.”

Wednesday, December 18
7:00 - Avenue Q, a quirky, funny 

Broadway musical featuring puppets 
and live actors! (See description 
above - Wednesday shows only)

7:30 - “Fleetwood Mac & The 
Eagles,” featuring the musical duo, 
Us Two, in a musical tribute to 
the everlasting and timeless music 
of two unforgettable groups from 
the 70s… FLEETWOOD MAC 
and THE EAGLES!  UsTwo 
will perform songs that will bring 
back memories from these two 
great groups, such as New Kid 
in Town, One of These Nights, 
Take It Easy, Heartache Tonight, 
Dreams Everywhere, Landslide, 
Desperado and many more. 

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“OMG - this has to be one of 
the best concerts I have seen in a 
very long time and one I will be 
attending again this season. Us Two 
presented the music of Fleetwood 
and the Eagles in the intimate 
setting of the Red Room at Act II. 
This very professional concert 
featured Daniel and Noemi with 
their 5-piece band who mastered 
some of the very difficult sounds of 
both these bands. This will appeal 
to anyone who appreciates this 
genre of music. I would highly 
recommend seeing this show during 
your stay in PV.” 

9:30 - “Simply Delighted,” 
featuring internationally-renowned 
drag star, Delighted Tobehere.  
(See show description on Sunday, 
December 15 above)

Thursday, December 19
7:00 - MAMMA MIA!, the 

Broadway musical (see show 
description above)

7:30 - Steve Grand, singer/
songwriter and overnight internet 
sensation!  (See show description 
on Tuesday, December 17 above.) 

9:30 p.m. - (NO SHOW)

Friday, December 20
5:00 - “Whitney & Tina,” 

starring Voice of Mexico Runner-
Up and #1 Songstress in Puerto 
Vallarta, Diana Villamonte.  (See 
show description under “Shows 
Opening this Week” above.)

7:30 - “Gabe & the Rockstars,” 
featuring Gabe Arciniega 
celebrating the music of Mick 
Jagger, George Michael and Prince.  
(See show description on Friday, 
December 13 above.)

9:30 p.m. - “Retchless,” featuring 
singer/dancer, International Pole 
Dance champion and America’s 
Got Talent semifinalist, Steven 
Retchless.  This show is an 
unbelievable blend of singing, 
story-telling, dancing, pole-dancing 
and much, much more! Lauded by 
everyone, including gays, straights, 
old, young, nationals and foreigners, 
this is a must-see at Act2PV!  ONE 
TIME ONLY!

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Steven Retchless, A Star is born!  
This young man held the audience 
in the palm of his hand from the 
moment he stepped on stage until 
the last second of his show! Simply 
amazing... his stories, his dancing 
and his singing is like you’ve never 
experienced before... he sang in 
Spanish “Llorona” which brought 

the audience to tears... if you go 
see any show, if you want to do any 
one thing... you need to see Steven 
Retchless!!!” 

Please check out the many 
reviews for these shows at 
“Act II Entertainment” 

on TripAdvisor and 
GoogleMyBusiness.com 

and Facebook!  For more 
information about additional 

dates of these shows, or to buy 
tickets, go to act2pv.com!  You 
can also get your tickets at our 
Box Office which is open daily 
from 10:00 am to 10:00 p.m.. 
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Krystal Frost

Krystal Frost
For questions and comments - 
Cell: 322 116-9645
Email: krystal.frost73@hotmail.com

A few years ago, we went on a 
family vacation to the middle of 
Mexico.  I found myself downtown 
on a dark street at 10 30 with my 
then 7-year old niece, all alone, that’s 
when my Bogota rules kicked in as 
basic survival skills.

While living in Bogota, Colombia, 
back in the early 70s, there were very 
few of us non-Latins around, those 
being the mercenaries from Viet Nam 
looking for work with the M 13 or 
Pablito, draft dodgers, adventurers 
and some other kids.  No matter the 
circumstances of our getting there, we 
hung out, and helped each other stay 
safe.  We had a code we called “Bogota 
Rules” - a series of street smarts and 
general safe guarding that we applied 

Bogota Rules… 
still hold water...

while living in an unfamiliar country 
and edgy culture.

Puerto Vallarta clearly is not Bogota 
in the 70´s, however …

When we ex pats move out of our 
old home comfort zones, it is only 
normal and human to reach out to 
other people, engage, create bonds, 
alliances, romances etc....  Especially 
because many of us have left lifetime 
friends, family, lovers behind when 
we jumped ship and dropped into this 
tropical paradise.  We tend to trust to 
readily, give up our personal space to 
quickly, invite into our homes new 
friends and acquaintances that we 
know nothing about or  where they 
came from, who they are and what 
their intentions are.  Naturally we 
judge according to our own nature, 
face value, and project our own 
openness.  We all want to belong, we 
all want love and acceptance.

Unfortunately these same qualities 
make us vulnerable to situations that 
may turn out not as pleasantly as one 
had hoped.  

Those of you who have been around 
awhile have heard about these unpleasant, 
and sometimes fatal situations.

Not only the Gay community has 
been victimized by so called “friends” 
and lovers with the over confident and 
open attitude many expats reveal.

Ok, here are the Bogota rules, for 
what it’s worth.

1. Do not invite new friends 
home, meet in public places and rent 
a room if you like.  

2. Do not give your key to 
anyone not even your domestic 
helpers... (they have kids, brothers, 
etc.) unless you know where they live 
and their family and they have been 
with you for a number of years …and 
then refer to no. 4.

3. Be at home when you have 
workers in… always, always , always.  

4. Change your keys every 6 
months and whenever you change 
residence.  I learned the hard way.

5. Avoid live ins, find out where 
they live, work, and who their family 
is before handing over your key.  
Refer to no. 4

6. A phone number is not 
enough background check.

7. Do not lend money and 
expect to get it back, its best to gift 
what you feel comfortable giving.

8. Do not hand money over to 
someone you don’t know thoroughly 
to administrate, make payments for 
you , or etc.  It can get lost, stolen, 
chewed up by a dog…

9. Be discreet with your 
financial affairs.  Avoid being the “big 
spender”, this is a green flag for those 
looking for advantage.  Keeping a 
low profile is helpful in any foreign 
country. 

10. Check your house or 
apartment for security.  Doors and 
windows and terraces.  Simple 
security systems like iron work and 
grill works best, or a dog.

11. Do not keep a lot of cash 
jewelry in the house, if need be get a 
wall safe.

12. Don’t show off your best 
jewelry.  Get yourself an inexpensive 
watch.

13. When out after hours, walk in 
the street, not on the sidewalk where a 
stalker can catch one unaware.

14. Don’t carry a lot of cash on 
you.

Back in Bogota, we learned these 
methods by observing the behavior of 
the locals in a rather wild, crazy and 
lawless time.

The good news is:  There are still a 
few of us around who can talk about it. 

So, street smarts come in handy, no 
matter where your journey takes you.

Mexico is NOT the U.S.’s backyard 
or playground.  It is a rich and vibrant 
country with its own history, attitudes 
and social graces.

So pay attention, be observant, 
listen to your gut, be safe and enjoy 
the differences of this culture by 
taking care of yourself.

It happens that after living in this 
amazing agile Puerto for 30 years, I 
feel the need to comment on a grave 
situation that reoccurs on occasion  in 
P.v .  

Those of you that know me, know  
I say this with all the love in my 
heart for my adopted home because 
I  landed here alone, lonely and a bit 
broken. 

Ok, this is it..and I expect to get 
some backlash on this.

it is only normal and human to 
reach out to other people, engage, 
create bonds, alliances, romances etc. 
Especially because many of us have 
left life time friend, family, lovers 
behind when we jumped ship and 
dropped into this tropical paradise. 
We tend to trust to readily, give up our 
personal space, invite into our homes 
new friends and acquaintances that 
we really know nothing about. 
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“We may not all have children, but 
we all have parents” (Maria Shriver).  
How true.  Many of us have already 
had to face the fact that our parents 
are getting older and need our help.  
For some of you, this hasn’t been 
such a challenging or difficult process 
because your parents are healthy and 
doing well, enjoying their retirement 
and all that life has to offer.  And for 
some of you, it’s been quite another 
story. 

Disease is almost always the 
culprit.  Disease robs us of our parent 
whether it is cancer, heart disease, or 
Alzheimer’s.  Many of my friends 
have lost at least one of their parents 
and some before they ever retired 
or reached old age.  I can quickly 
think of 5 friends who have lost their 
parent all due to disease; one to breast 
cancer, one to heart disease, one to 
colon cancer, one to COPD, one to 
lung cancer, peritoneal (abdominal 
lining) cancer.  The parent with breast 
cancer was in her 50’s.  One friend 
lost both parents one year apart.  
Their illnesses consumed his life for 
3 years.  I personally lost my father to 
a long 12-year battle with early onset 
(began at age 64) Alzheimer’s.  It’s 
incredible how much the person and 
their family go through.

Sandwich generation
The “sandwich generation” is 

a term used to describe the adult 
children who are sandwiched in 
between two generations of people 
dependent on them; their own 
children and their parents.  What 
an enormous challenge!  This is not 
the exception, but the norm.  The 
majority of you will have to balance 
not only your time but your finances 
between caring for your children and 
your parents. 

During my father’s Alzheimer’s, 
5 of the 9 grandchildren were in 

Giselle Belanger
RN, LCSW

Giselle Belanger
RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is 
available for appointments in person, 
by phone, or by skype webcam. 
Contact info: ggbelangerpv@gmail.com  
Mex cell: 044 (322) 138-9552 
or US cell: (312) 914-5203

Caring for our parents 
(Part 1 of 2)

elementary school when he was 
diagnosed and in high school or 
college when he died.  My brothers 
were so busy raising their children, 
helping them with homework and 
taking them to all of their sporting 
events that fitting anyone or anything 
else in seemed impossible, yet they 
did it.  They met with the doctors and 
visited Dad often.  They met with the 
financial advisors and accountants 
and helped my mom budget for his 
care.  Luckily, neither they nor their 
wives, had to provide his daily care 
(nor did I) because my mother was 
healthy and in charge, and financially 
we she was able to hire caretakers 
into the home. 

I have a client now who is the 
youngest of 3 siblings.  He is married 
with 6 children and his father has bi-
polar and diabetes and still lives on his 
own.  He is very challenged to devote 
time to his father, his children/family 
and to his work, all of which are very 
demanding.  Although he has hired 
a caretaker 4 mornings a week, he 
still goes to his father’s home several 
times a week and has his father spend 
at least one night a week at his house.  
He takes him to the doctor, keeps his 
medications in stock, and is the one 
on-call in case of any emergency.  His 
sister lives out of town and helps out 
by having the father for a month or 
two in the winter.  Both his brother 
and sister help out financially, but do 
not always agree on what to do.

Marriage interrupted
I have another client whose wife 

was diagnosed with early onset 
Alzheimer’s at age 55.  They are both 
57 now with 2 young adult children 
ages 22 and 24.  Although his children 
have moved out of the house, he is 
their only parent. 

They can no longer turn to their 
mother for anything.  Luckily, at their 

young ages they are not the “adult 
children” needing to care for their 
mother.  They have their father to do 
that and consequently don’t have their 
father as available for other things.  
He is now consumed by maintaining 
his career and the in-home staff hired 
to take care of his wife while he is 
working.  

The entire burden is on him. 
Besides the realization that his 
marriage is over as he knows it and 
his life is changed forever, there is 
another harsh reality; the cost of 
caring for her.  Potentially, any hope 
of retirement is gone or certainly 
greatly affected by the financial drain 
since Alzheimer’s care outside of 
the in-patient hospital setting, is not 
covered by insurance or medicare.

Retirement interrupted 
One client’s parents are both over 

90, who have had several health 
complications over the past year, 
which required hospitalizations, 
physical therapy, and in-home 
nursing care.  Besides all of the 
time spent taking them to doctor 
appointments, scheduling surgeries, 
arguing with doctors, seeking 2nd 
opinions, and staying with them 
during hospitalizations, he also had 
to have them come live with him for 
several months at a time until they 
were both well enough to go back 
home.  

The only reason they can still live in 
their home is because their daughter 
lives nearby.  The next thing will be 
to sell their house and have them live 
with him permanently, which they 
have not surrendered to yet.

Out of town solution
I have a dear friend (age 86) who 

lives here in Vallarta, but all of her 
children live in Mexico City.  Some 
of them are still raising their children, 
and all of them are still working.  My 
friend absolutely does not want to 
go live with them in Mexico City.  
She loves Vallarta and is definitely 
healthier here at sea level. She no 
longer drives and is not comfortable 
going places alone.  She’s slightly 
forgetful and doesn’t like to cook and 
she’s terribly bored and lonely.  Her 
daughter and I finally convinced her 
to hire a companion.  This woman 
takes her grocery shopping and makes 
meals. She takes her to the doctor and 
makes sure she takes her medications 
every day.  They go to the movies, 
walk to the coffee shop for frappucinos 
and attend various social events.  My 
friend is doing better and is happier 
than she has been for the past 3 or 4 
years.  She has a higher quality of life, 
has maintained some independence, 
and her children can rest easier 
knowing that despite the distance, she 
is being well taken care of. 

Part 2 next week will discuss the 
obstacles and challenges for care, the 
financial burden, the conversations 
and decisions that must be made, and 
things you must have in place.
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Harriet Murray

Viewpoint

Harriet Murray
Can be contacted at 
harriet@casasandvillas.com  | 
www.casasandvillas.com

Those of us living in Mexico 
who are from other parts of North 
America probably take the concept 
of fair market value for granted.  
We assume that this measure of 
value is used in other markets and 
other countries. 

Actually, it is not common outside 
of the USA or Canada to have 
sold market data.  In order to have 
information about sales prices and to 
adjust for differences in properties; 
data needs to be available.  

If we start out with the objective 
to have fair market value, where 
do we, as consumers, normally 
go? There are no websites as in 
Canada and the USA such as Zillow 
and Trulia offering a large number 
of properties for sale as well as 
average sales prices by areas.  

Until 2010, there was no genuine 
multiple listing system for AMPI 
agents as a group to collect data 
effectively to advise a buyer or 
seller on fair market value.

The classic definition of fair 
market value is the amount for 
which real or personal property 
is sold in a voluntary transaction 

Accuracy of sales data MLS important for
trust on the part of the consumer

between a buyer and seller, neither 
of whom is under any obligation to 
buyer or sell. 

If the buyer and seller are not 
informed through the open market 
otherwise, they rely on real estate 
professionals or appraisals to help 
determine value based on sales data 
of similar properties or properties 
adjusted for differences.  

Commerce, as we know it, works 
efficiently and to the benefit of the 
whole, if information is shared.  
Controlling prices comes when a few 
have information to the detriment 
of the many.  It is unconscionable 
when a seller or his agent keep 
market information from a buyer 
and sell them a property 100-200% 
over its fair market value.  

The issue is control. Knowing the 
fair market value in a real estate 
market enables buyer and seller to 
have control.  Knowing FMV can 
help price a home for sale, negotiate 
a purchase price of a property 
for sale, and resolve an estate or 
divorce settlement. 

Factors which help determine fair 
market value:

1. Comparable Solds 
within a certain time frame help 
determine the subject property 
value.  Adjustment can be made 
for differences in size, location and 
condition of a property.  

2. Market Trends affect FMV.  
Low demand versus high demand 
affects price, as well as high 
inventory versus low inventory 

3. Particular conditions:  If 
properties have mortgages or there 
are defaults with the lender taking 
the properties back, the listed 
properties may be offered at a much 
lower price to move inventory.  
Builders also can compete against 
an individual seller who wants to 
re-sell his real estate within their 
development. 

4. Comparative Market 
Analysis a common way to 
determine a property FMV. For 
it to be a valid CMA there must 
be sufficient information on sold 
properties and their characteristics 
in addition to price, i.e.: condition, 
location, debt, etc.  It amazes 
me to see experienced agents 
use “expired”, ‘’off the market” 
and “active” sales prices for a 
CMA.  This is contradictory and 
misleading information which can 
manipulate FMV.

5. Appraisals use 
measurements and improvements 
to a property as well as allowable 
uses through zoning and permits. 
Appraisals are usually done by 
engineers or appraisers who also 
take into account in their reports 

the comparables or sold prices. 
Traditional appraisals are to find 
FMV from 1. Market value, 2. 
Replacement Cost, 3. Income.

AMPI is continuing to learn 
and become more proficient with 
its Flex Multiple Listing System. 
As AMPI agents become more 
knowledgeable and proficient, 
FMV will become more available.  

AMPI is very aware of cultural 
differences and understand they are 
operating in Mexico.  AMPI also 
understands the individual’s right 
for privacy. 

When information is withheld 
for the benefit of a few and 
manipulation of many, the result is 
harm to all.

This article is based upon legal 
opinions, current practices and my 
personal experiences.  I recommend 
that each potential buyer or seller 
of real estate conduct his own due 
diligence and review.

 
AMPI = Asociación Mexicana de 

Profesionales Inmobiliarios
Flex MLS used by participating 

AMPI agents provides sold data 
which is available to the agents to 
help you arrive at FMV if you are 
buying or selling.
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Is the author of five books, including his 
latest laugh-fest, 1967: THE FALL. Signed 
copies of all Gil’s books are available at 
his wife’s wonderful shop, LUCY’S CUCU 
CABAÑA, located at 295 Basilio Badillo. 
Or as E-Books on Amazon.
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My favorite Mexican rocket is the 
Trueno, or Thunder variety.  After 
rising high into the air (hopefully), 
it explodes with a really big BOOM.  
How big?  Put it this way: three of 
them, if combined, would make one 
stick of dynamite.  Needless to say, 
they should be handled with care, 
and only by trained professionals like 
myself. 

But even the best athletes miss a 
shot now and then.  My “missed shot” 
took place at the processions for the 
Virgin of Guadalupe, as my wife 
and I marched down Juarez Street in 
downtown Puerto Vallarta. 

I’ve always loved the processions.  
The festive crowds, the candlelight 
parades, the colorful dancers and, 
most of all, the fireworks.  Years ago, 
many of the larger processions used to 
have cueteros (fireworks specialists) 
setting off rockets as everyone 
marched along.  Being an honorary 
cuetero myself, I decided to buy a few 
dozen rockets, join a parade and make 
my personal contribution to Mexican 
culture.

To prepare for the procession, I 
dressed in traditional white (well… 
beige, actually), loaded a large 
shoulder bag with twenty-four major 
rockets, stuck a flask of Raicilla in 
one pocket and a pack of Marlboro 
Lights in the other.  I don’t smoke, but 
there is nothing like the glowing tip of 
a cigarette for lighting fuses.

My wife was not happy about the 
Raicilla.

“I think you should leave the 
moonshine at home,” Lucy suggested. 

“Come on, honey,” I said, “you 
only live once.”

“Yes, but for how long?  And with 
how many fingers?”

The Fiesta Americana procession 
reached Woolworth’s around nine pm.  
After greeting some friends, Lucy and 
I fell in at the rear.  Directly behind us, 

In Guadalupe 
We Trust

separating our adopted parade from 
the Hotel Sheraton’s, was a police car.

Glancing warily at the policia, Lucy 
said, “I hope you don’t get arrested.”

“Arrested for what?”
“How about ‘Reckless 

Endangerment’?”
“Honey, I don’t think that Reckless 

Endangerment is considered a crime 
here...”

“No?  If it’s not a crime, then what 
do they call it?”

“I believe the term is: ‘Standard 
Operating Procedure.’”

After we’d marched along for 
half a block, I stopped, took a sip of 
Raicilla, lit a cigarette and extracted 
one of the large powerful rockets 
from my bag.  Then, looking up, I 
aimed my first missile at a small patch 
of sky not crisscrossed with assorted 
electrical cables, put the glowing end 
of the Marlboro to the tip of the fuse, 
and waited…

The trickiest part of setting off 
these rockets is knowing when to let 
go.  Of course, there are those timid 
types who use a rocket holder for 
this purpose, but I prefer to do it the 
macho way, holding the rocket twixt 
my left thumb and forefinger.  It was 
my wife who insisted that I always 
use my left hand, so that in case the 
worse should happen, I would still be 
able to sign a check. 

Once you light the fuse, you have 
to wait, which is more difficult than 
it sounds, because at that point (as the 
rocket begins to spark and hiss) all 
you want to do is let the damn thing 
go before it blows your hand into little 
pieces!  But premature rocket-release 
is not that different from premature 
ejaculation: it tends to put a messy 
damper on things.  The idea is to 
allow the rocket to build up sufficient 
thrust so that it pulls itself out of your 
hand.  This requires a light touch, a 
good deal of practice and a certain 

amount of huevos (flat-out stupidity).
My first rocket rose straight and 

true, missing the phone wires, the 
cable tv wires and the electrical cables, 
missing the four-story buildings on 
either side of the narrow street and 
exploding with a thunderous boom 
high above our heads.  So far so good.

It was about ten blocks from 
Woolworth’s (in Mexico, pronounced, 
Voolouerrrrrachhh) to the church, so I 
had to light a minimum of two rockets 
per block.  Fortunately, the procession 
was moving along at a slow crawl so 
I had plenty of time to drain my flask, 
greet friends along the route and get 
my rockets off on schedule.

By block five, I was feeling pretty 
good.  I’d finished half the Raicilla 
and successfully launched fourteen 
rockets.  Each launch had been greeted 
with a gratifying cheer from the crowd, 
which was clearly delighted to see a 
wasted gringo setting off dangerous 
rockets in the middle of downtown 
Puerto Vallarta while surrounded by 
hundreds of people, many of them 
women and children.

It was on rocket number fifteen that 
I experienced the glitch.  By this point 
the spider web of overhead cables 
had grown absurdly dense, creating 
something of a logistical problem 
aim-wise.  My window of opportunity, 
as they say in the projectile business, 
had shrunk to a mere ten-foot square.  
It was this high degree of difficulty 
which threw off my timing and caused 
me to flub number fifteen. 

When a rocket is released 
prematurely, it is liable to do 
practically anything.  Number fifteen, 
confused by its initial lack of thrust, 

assumed a thirty-degree trajectory, 
grazing the top of the nearby police 
car.  Then it changed direction, 
climbed erratically for twenty-five 
feet and entered the open window of 
someone’s apartment. 

From the street, the sound of 
the explosion was huge.  Inside 
the apartment?  Even the Virgin 
of Guadalupe would have been 
concussed out of commission by that 
monumental blast.

“I think you just killed somebody,” 
my wife commented dryly.

“Whoops.” 
The next day Lucy was shopping 

at Costco when she ran into Jack, the 
town grump. 

“Hi, Jack,” she said, “how’s it 
going?”

“What?” he barked.  “What did 
you say?  I can’t hear a damn thing 
since last night.  Some homicidal 
lunatic shot a rocket right into my 
apartment!”

“Oh?” 
“I find the guy,” Jack snarled, “I’m 

gonna kill him!”
My wife nodded her head, put 

a seventeen hundred ounce jug of 
Clorox in her cart and said, “I don’t 
blame you, Jack.  But do me a favor 
- hold off on murdering him until 
he finishes my tax returns.  Our 
accountant charges a fortune.”
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Ongoing Events & More...

For a comprehensive list of most -if not all- charity groups and 
non-profit organizations in and around PV, you may want to check out: 

ww.puertovallarta.net/fast_facts/non-profit.php

Historical Naval Museum 
(right next to Los Arcos Amphitheater) $45. Pesos.

Voladores de Papantla perform @ 6 p.m. 
on the Malecon in front of La Bodeguita del Medio.

PLEASE leaf through this issue for the many events that
do not appear here ...and JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!

N.B.: All events are subject to change without notice.

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:30 a.m. - Humanitarian Tour of 
Corazón de Niña, including brunch.  Reserve: 224-9209

Wednesdays - 4 p.m.  BINGO! - at Nacho Daddy’s 

Mondays to Saturdays - 9 & 11 a.m. + 1 & 3 p.m. - El Salado 
Estuary Mangroves Tours, bilingual guides.  
Reserve at 226-2878 or 044 (322) 175-7539.

Fridays - Shabbat Services & dinner.  
Info & Reservations: Rabbi@chabadvallarta.com

Wednesdays - 8 p.m. - Practilonga! - at J&B Dancing 
Club, Fco. I. Madero 178.  Free!

12 noon to 1 p.m. - Center for Spiritual Living - at the 
Cuale Cultural Center on Isla Cuale  Rev.CorinaScherer 

Thursdays - 6 to 19 p.m. - Marina Market in the Marina
Fridays - 9:30 am - 1:30 pm - Marsol Market - by the pier

Saturdays - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. - 3 Hens & a Rooster 
Market at the Lions’ Club - 280 Fco. Madero

Saturdays - 9 am - 2 pm - Olas Altas Farmers’ Market
at Lazaro Cardenas Park 

11 a.m.-2 p.m. - AngeliCat & Acopio Pet Adoptions - 
at Plaza Caracol
5 p.m. - Bilingual Mass - at Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Sundays - 6 to 7 p.m. - Municipal Band,
7 to 8 p.m. - Danzon Music - Dancing in the main square
SPCA - To find your perfect companion animal rescued by the 

SPCA, please contact spcapv@gmail.com

Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays - 9 a.m. to closing - PETCO 
Cats & Dogs Adoption Center - next to La Comer

Mondays - 11 a.m. - Mahjongg - at Andale’s - 221-5730

Tuesdays & Wednesdays - 10:30 a.m. - IFC Home Tours 
leave Sea Monkey restaurant - www.ifctoursforvallarta.com 

Tuesdays - 9:30 a.m. - Free Malecon Sculpture Tours - 
meet at the Millennium sculpture next to Hotel Rosita

10:30 a.m.-12 noon - Writers’ Group - at the Lions’ Club, 
280 Fco. Madero, upstairs from Three Hens & a Rooster

Saturdays

Thursdays - 9:50 a.m. - Cultural Tour of PV Artisans - 
meet at Guadalupe Church - 370 Hidalgo (main square) $300. Pesos

Mon. & Wed. - Volunteer at Pasitos de Luz, a non-profit org. caring for 
low income children w/disabilities. Rides provided. Call Chris: 322 137 1890.
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Ronnie Bravo
Ron can be found at CANMEX 
Computers. www.RonnieBravo.com 
Sales, Repairs, Data Recovery, 
Networking, Wi-Fi, hardware 
upgrades, Graphic Design, House-
calls available. Cellular 322-157-0688 
or just email to Canmex@Gmail.com
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Over the years, I’ve had a lot of 
clients come down for the season, 
with tech gadgets they bought up 
north, and wanted to have installed 
down here in paradise.  One of those 
gadgets has been the “Ring” video 
doorbell.  I was always impressed 
by the quality of the product and the 
added feeling of security it can give 
the owner.

Well, last month I was gearing 
up for Black Friday sales and was 
considering picking up a Ring 
doorbell for my parents.  They are 
getting on in years and not overly tech 
savvy… so I thought it was a painless 
gadget for them to use over their iPad.

Well I stumbled onto some reports, 
that not is all as it seems with Ring.  
Despite its ease of use for the end user, 
it seems there is a lot more behind the 
scenes for people to consider, that 
even I had not heard of before.

To give a bit of background, let’s 
see where and how Ring got started.  
In 2011, Jamie Siminoff invented 
an internet connected doorbell with 
a built-in camera, that could stream 
video to the owners’ smartphone, 
tablet or computer.  The concept that 
you could answer your “doorbell” 
from any location, was unique and 
seemed like a great way to deter 

To ring or to knock…
would be burglars when you’re not 
even at home.  It was originally called 
Doorbot, and in 2013 they mounted 
a successful crowdfunding campaign 
before appearing on the TV show 
“Shark Tank” to seek an additional 
$700,000. investment. 

The Shark Tank investors turned 
Siminoff down, but the inventor 
says the publicity sent sales through 
the roof.  He renamed the company 
as “Ring” and later called the Shark 
Tank flop “extraordinary… worth 
millions.”  Then in 2018, Amazon 
and Jeff Bezos bought the “Ring” 
company for $1.8 billion US.  Sounds 
like a great entrepreneurial success 
story… right?

Well, somewhere along the way 
between 2013 and 2018, the Ring 
video doorbell honchos decided to don 
a superhero cape and become crime 
fighters.  The company launched 
a whole suite of home security 
products, including motion sensors, 
indoor/outdoor cameras, an alarm 
system, and even smart lighting.  All 
sounds great…  Right? 

Well, not exactly.  In 2018, Ring also 
released an app called Neighbors “to 
provide every neighbor with real-time, 
local crime and safety information.”  
The premise being a kind of high tech 

neighborhood watch.  Well, the first 
problem is a technical one.  Using 
the Ring app (mandatory for using 
the Ring doorbell) now automatically 
enrolls you in Neighbors, and there’s 
no way to opt-out of this part. 

If you want to use any Ring 
hardware, you have to be involved in 
the Neighbors service.  You can also 
sign up for Neighbors if you don’t 
even own any Ring products, but are 
interested in policing your community 
(or just being a nosy neighbor).  It’s 
not a matter of you choosing to share 
a certain “event” at your door… it’s 
just ALL shared.

This brings us to problem number 
two.  Once you’re enrolled in 
Neighbors (remember you have to be 
signed up if you’re using any Ring 
hardware) your videos or data could be 
shared with law enforcement agencies 
when requested.  Now this sort of 
thing isn’t terribly different than other 
tech company’s practice of giving law 
enforcement agencies user data, if 
presented with an actual warrant. 

But it was reported earlier this 
year, Ring has hundreds of once-
secret partnerships with police 
forces around the US already.  Now I 
didn’t see any details about possible 
Canadian or Mexican law enforcement 
“partnerships” with Ring, but one would 
almost have to assume at this point.

These partnerships give law 
enforcement access to a “portal” 
where they could access any video 
from Ring cameras in exchange for 
providing Ring with free advertising.  
The device’s owners must give 
permission to share these videos 
with police, but it’s also unclear how 
users might be compelled to share 
it.  As recently as April 2019, one 
police memo showed, over 225 law 

enforcement agencies (and growing) 
were already engaged in these sorts of 
partnerships with Ring.

Does this sound like a company you 
should trust?  Well, it’s now under 
US Congressional scrutiny for poor 
data security and problematic privacy 
practices.  Ring’s whole corporate 
culture sounds weirdly militant and 
according to a revealing article in the 
Los Angeles Times in 2017, Ring’s 
founder Jamie Siminoff has some weird 
sort of militaristic fantasy at the office. 

In the article, it reports “Siminoff 
treats employees as confidants in war, 
bestowing them with dog-tag-style 
security badges inscribed with name, 
start date and title, and World War II 
posters in the hallways that emphasize 
the battle: “Loose Lips Sink Ring” 
and “Protect Our Neighborhoods.”  
Seems like he has a Batman complex!

All of this is much more than I had 
originally thought was involved when 
looking at getting my elderly parents 
a video doorbell.  Needless to say, I 
ended up passing on Ring as a Black 
Friday purchase, and will research 
products with other companies that 
aren’t so “at war” behind the scenes.

That’s all my time for now.  If 
you’d like to download this article 
or previous ones, you can do so at 
www.RonnieBravo.com and click on 
“articles”. See you again next week... 
until then, remember: only safe 
Internet!



Stan Gabruk

(Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)
Stan Gabruk

Web page:  www.MasterBaiters.com.mx  
Local Ph. at: (044) 322 779 7571 or our 
international number is: 011 52 322 
209-1128, 10 to 9 local time.

The trade name Master Baiter’s ® Sportfishing 
and Tackle is protected under trade mark law 
and is the sole property of Stan Gabruk.

www.facebook.com/pages/Master-Baiters-
Sportfishing-Tackle/88817121325
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Well, it had to come, the seasons 
are getting ready to change.  We’ve 
seen some cooler currents moving 
in, swirling with the warmer surface 
water.  Fish numbers have been great, 
so the fact it can be difficult to get 
these fish to pay attention to your bait 
is frustrating.  This started just a few 
days after my last report.  There’s 
plenty of fish, maybe a little spread 
out, but plenty of fish.  The issue is 
their “biting” habits.  Bait is not an 
issue unless you can’t get a fish to turn 
his head.  Water temperatures are fine, 
dropping as expected, slightly.  Blue 
water and great conditions.  In a word, 
it’s FISHING, amigos, improvise, 
adapt, enjoy!

El Banco has not been in the 
limelight lately but that doesn’t mean 
the area is dead.  For now, there are 
Blue Marlin in the 500-lb range, 
Yellowfin Tuna in the 60-lb range, 
Sailfish, Dorado around any debris or 

Late season roller coaster fishing, 
Tuna, Marlin, challenges!

log sort of things floating.  Not a bad 
area to visit if passing by, but you can 
do better with your fuel dollar for now. 

Corbeteña on the other hand is alive 
and well.  Things have changed since 
last week slightly.  We still have larger 
Yellowfin Tuna from 60 to 150 lbs. 
with larger very likely.  Sailfish are a 
few miles to the north from The Rock.  
Blue Marlin are in the 500-lb range, 
Black Marlin are getting less abundant 
as you’d expect with cooling water 
temperatures.  The water is blue, bait 
abundant and that could be the issue.  
For now it’s a challenge! 

The area from El Moro to Punta 
Mita has been fairly active with 
Dorado to 35 lbs., Sailfish, Blue 
Marlin to 300 lbs. twelve miles off 

the point on a heading of 312.  Striped 
Marlin in the 200-lb range.  Plenty of 
bait in the area and if you can find a 
floating log or debris it’s a Dorado 
Gold Mine!  There have been some 
reports of larger Rooster fish in the 
40-lb range north of Sayulita, but the 
authorities have been keeping boats 
out to the 200-meter point from the 
beach, so keep that in mind.  All in 
all, a great way to spend an 8-hour 
fishing trip! 

Inside the bay it’s still a little weird.  
Dorado are still in the La Cruz Area in 
the 20 to 30-lb range but the numbers 
are definitely thinning, as you’d expect 
in December.  Sailfish are still in the 
bay, freaky to me, but we’ll take it!  
Sierra Mackerel are coming in again 
with more abundance.  Jack Crevalle 
in large schools running the area now. 
Last week wouldn’t come up so they 
were bottom feeding making me think 
they’ve been eating remnants of the 
Red Tuna Crabs.  Things are changing 
in the bay but the fishing is still great 
as long as you’re flexible on species 
you catch.  Yes, Dorado are still in 
the bay, but they’ll be gone soon so 
if you’re looking for some short day 
action with Dorado, you better get out 
there quick, amigos! 

The bite is on the move again 
changing to even earlier, about 08:00, 
so you want to be leaving the dock no 
later than 07:00.  Water temperatures 
are hanging at 79 degrees.  A little 
cool for Black Marlin, but the Blues 
and Stripers like it, so we’re good for 
Marlin for a while.  Bait: Dead bait 
is working best, strange I know, but 
this is “fish” logic, amigos, don’t try 
and figure it out.  We’re renting Surf 

Fishing Rigs now and of course we’re 
also doing the shared boat or fishing 
parties again.  Half a super Panga, two 
people is very affordable.  Contact us 
for details! 

Until next week, don’t forget to kiss 
Your Fish!
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Planting Roots 
In México

Tommy Clarkson

https://www.facebook.com/
olabrisagardens?ref=hl

                https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_
Review-g150791-d5984161-Reviews-Ola_Brisa_
Gardens-Manzanillo_Pacific_Coast.html

Tommy Clarkson
In Manzanillo, visit Ola Brisa Gardens, 
Tommy and Patty’s verdant, multi-
terraced tropical paradise nestled on a 
hill overlooking the magnificent vista 
of Santiago Bay.  Leisurely meander its 
curved, paved path, experiencing, first 
hand, a delicious array of palms, plants 
and flowers from all over the world.  
Or e-mail questions to him at olabrisa@
gmail.com  For back issues of “Roots”, 
gardening tips, tropical plant book or to 
schedule a tropical garden lunch, please 
visit www.olabrisagardens.com

But first, let’s have a very brief 
discussion of the genus Pachycereus.  
(The preferred of the variety of 
possible genera cited above.)  It 
contains some of the largest growing 
cacti in the world with one species 
reported to reach a height of 82 feet 
(24.99 meters).   Ribbed, most are 
either a blue-green or bright green in 
color.  Like most columnar cacti, there 
is a substantive difference between 
small, newly-sprouted plants and the 
large, mature ones. 

This is one of the easier cactus 
species to identify.  Specifically, the 
Mexican Fence Post is an attractive, 
moderate to fast growing, clean 
looking, column-like and rather tall 
cactus.  (Some folks have recorded 
that their plants have grown up to 
three feet (91.44 cm) per year.)  The 
kind shown here, to the best of my 
awareness, may grow to around ten 
to, potentially, twenty feet (3.05-6.10 
meters) tall.  If/as it grows stems – 
each three to eight inches (.91-2.44 
cm) across – they will branch out 
from its base and form a fence-like 
cluster of tall, cylindrical “posts”.  As 
a group, its overall width will reach 
around six feet (1.83 meters).   

Each of these prickly pillars has 
five to seven, rather pronounced ribs 
– hence the variant, different species.  
Areoles (the “cushions” from which 
spines arise) are vertically lined on 
the outside edges or margins.  Each 

Pachycereus marginatus, Cereus marginatus, Lemaireocereus marginatus, 
Marginatocereus marginatus, Stenocereus marginatus, Cereus gemmatus 

or Stenocereus marginatus var. gemmatus.
Family:  Cactaceae                                                                                                                                        

Also known as: Central Mexico Pipe Organ, Organ Cactus or Organo

(Some plants’ common names seem to fit them perfectly.  
Such is the case for the Mexican Fence Post.  But regarding its Latin 

designation, well, it seems everyone has a different opinion!) 

Mexican Fence Post

Our young specimen thrives in a 
cacti/succulent bed with several 

friends and relatives.

areole sports one to three yellowish 
central spines.  Each of these has five 
to nine radial spines.  These begin 
yellow in color, but as they mature, 
they turn gray.  From a ways off this 
cactus looks striped, as along those 
ridges run symmetrical rows of small 
white thorns.

When more mature - generally in 
the springtime - it produces flowers 
ranging in color from cream or light-
green though pink to light-red.  As 
a rule, these appear at the topmost 
areoles.  These small flowers are 
funnel-shaped and become round, 
marble to golf ball-sized, edible, dark-
red, sweet fruits. Though a cactus, it 
likes to drink regularly.  So, during the 
warmer season, the Mexican Fence 
Post appreciates being watered weekly.

As long as it gets enough light, 
this stately cactus makes an excellent 
container plant – inside and out.  It’s 
used as a living fence, visual screen, 
statement plant against a solid wall 
or a large scale living accent.  Some 
are planted close together to form 
barriers, while others have been used 
as fire break plants.  

Native to the semi-tropical areas 
of central-south-western Mexico, 
locals sometimes cut the plants into 
sections, place these cuttings into the 
ground and then wire them together 
making a living fence in which to keep 
livestock.  (Which could, possibly, 
beg the rather bizarre question of 

Yes, like any self-respecting cactus, 
it has “protective aspects!”

Each of these prickly pillars has five 
to seven, rather pronounced ribs

why anyone would ever maintain - let 
alone fence in - deadstock!  

In that those spines aren’t really of 
the hurtful sort, the Mexican Fence 
Post Cactus can be picked up when 
wearing gloves or – if careful - even 
bare hands.  They’ve a rather sturdy 
constitution and are capable of taking 
temperatures down to twenty-five 
degrees Fahrenheit (-3.89 C°).  They 
will grow in a variety of soil types 
as long as they are well drained.  
They need to be fully dry between 
waterings as, overwatered, they’re 
susceptible to fungal diseases.  Also 
they can rot if the soil is too moist or 
if they are kept in the shade with too 
little exposure to sunlight.

Their root system is not the 
strongest.  As a result, the tall stems 
are vulnerable to wind damage as 
once they have grown rather tall, they 
can sway in strong gusts and might 
break off half way up.  While this 
may well be the end of the solitary 
stem look, if left alone, new stems 
just might form at the edges of the 
break leading to branching – a rather 
rare phenomenon.  From the animal 
kingdom, Mexican Fence Posts are 
prone to attacks from scale insects.  

The Mexican Fence Post does 
not do well as a loner.  They take on 
enhanced attractiveness when grown in 
multiples.  So, if you’ve a hankering to 
create a living fence, you need only dig 
a deep but narrow trench and place the 
unrooted, but callused, cuttings in the 
hole.  Pretty simple, huh?
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Ed Sessa | Edited by: Will Shortz  |       New York Times

Solution on Page 36

The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each row, 
column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box). 

Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits 
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain 
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.

It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they might 
improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental decline 
and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.

SUDOKU!
Sudoku is a logic-based placement puzzle

The New York Times Tuesday Crossword Puzzle

Solution on Page 36
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