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If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never 
quite got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at 
the maps on this page, you will note that PV (as the locals call it) is on 
the west coast of Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas - 
one of the largest bays in this country - which includes southern part of 
the state of Nayarit to the north and the northern part of Jalisco to the 
south. Thanks to its privileged location -sheltered by the Sierra Madre 
mountains- the Bay is well protected against the hurricanes spawned in 
the Pacific.  Hurricane Kenna did come close on October 25, 2002, but 
actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 kms north of PV.  
The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands, thus the 
similarities in the climate of the two destinations.

You are here, finally! 
We wish you a warm

Better yet, if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds from 
your account back home. Try to avoid exchanging money 
at your hotel.  Traditionally, those offer the worst rates.

WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel is everything 
you ever dreamed of, you should experience at least a 
little of all that Vallarta has to offer - it is truly a condensed 
version of all that is Mexican and existed before “Planned 
Tourist Resorts”, such as Cancun, Los Cabos and Ixtapa, 
were developed. Millions have been spent to ensure that 
the original “small town” flavor is maintained.

DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a Mexican 
vacation must inevitably lead to an encounter with 
Moctezuma’s revenge is just that: false. For the 28th 
year in a row, Puerto Vallarta’s water has been awarded 
a certification of purity for human consumption. It is 
one of only two cities in Mexico that can boast of such 
accomplishment. True, the quality of the water tested 
at the purification plant varies greatly from what comes 
out of the tap at the other end. So do be careful. On the 
other hand, most large hotels have their own purification 
equipment and most restaurants use purified water. If you 
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified bottled 
water just about anywhere.

EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American tourists 
often fall in love with one of the many stray dogs and cats 
in Vallarta. Many would like to bring it back with them, but 
believe that the laws do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If 
you would like to bring a cat or a dog back home, call the 
local animal shelter for more info: 322 293-3690.

LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning would be to 
take one of the City Tours offered by the local tour agencies. 
Before boarding, make sure you have a map and take note 
of the places you want to return to. Then venture off the 
beaten path. Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus 
takes you. And don’t worry - this is a safe place.

per passenger. City cabs are yellow or white, and charge by 
the ride, not by passenger. When you ask to go downtown, 
remember that your fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so 
make sure you are brought to the main plaza! Pick up a free 
map, and insist on your full value from the driver! Note the 
number of your taxi in case of any problem, or if you forget 
something in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can help 
you check it out or lodge a complaint.

Uber and InDriver have also been available in PV for the 
past year or so.  Download their apps in your smartphone.

TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is on Central Time, 
as is the area of the State of Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the 
north to the Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La 
Cruz de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, Punta Mita, etc.  
North of Lo De Marcos, Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. 
are on Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.

TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the cost of long 
distance calls from your hotel room. Most cell phones from the 
U.S. and Canada can be programmed for local use, through 
Telcel or other carriers. To dial cell to cell or land line, use the 
prefix 322, then the seven-digit number of the person you’re 
calling. To access toll-free numbers in the U.S. and Canada: 
800 numbers – dial 001-880 + the number, 866 numbers – 
dial 001 – 883 + the number, 877 numbers – dial 001 – 882 + 
the number, 888 numbers – dial 001 + the number.

LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 15%-20% of the bill 
at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys, taxis, waiters, maids, 
etc. depending on the service. Some businesses and offices 
close from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later. In 
restaurants, it is considered poor manners to present the 
check before it is requested, so when you’re ready to leave, 
ask “La cuenta, por favor” and your bill will be delivered to you.

MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a higher rate 
of exchange than the exchange booths (caja de cambio), 
though not all offer exchange services to foreigners.  

AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION:  350,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average of 300 sunny 

days per year. The temperature averages 28°C (82°F) and 
the rainy season extends from late June to early October.

FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great variety 
of animal species such as iguana, guacamaya, deer, 
cougars, raccoons, etc.

SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses two 
Marine National Parks - Los Arcos and the Marieta Islands 
- where diving is allowed under certain circumstances 
but fishing of any kind is prohibited. Every year, the Bay 
receives the visit of the humpback whales, dolphins and 
manta rays in the winter. During the summer, sea turtles, 
a protected species, arrive to its shores to lay their eggs.

ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly on tourism, 
construction and to a lesser degree, on agriculture, 
mainly tropical fruit such as mango, papaya, watermelon, 
pineapple, guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.

CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal currency in Mexico 
although Canadian and American dollars are widely accepted.

BUSES: A system of urban buses with different routes. 
Within PV, the current fare is $10.00 Pesos per ticket and 
passengers must purchase a new ticket every time they 
board another bus. There are no “transfers”.

TAXIS: There are set rates within defined zones of the 
town. Do not enter a taxi without agreeing on the price with 
the driver FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may want 
to check the rates usually posted in the lobby. Also, if you 
know which restaurant you want to go, do not let the driver 
change your mind. Many restaurateurs pay commissions 
to taxi drivers and you may end up paying more than you 
should, in a second-rate establishment! There are 2 kinds 
of taxi cabs: those at the airport and the maritime port 
that can only be boarded there. They have pre-fixed rates 
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Residents of Guadalajara are about to gain better access to the Pacific 
coast with up to five flights per day from Guadalajara International 
Airport to the tourist city of Puerto Vallarta.

Aeromar is set to expand its flights on the route by 20% with seats 
for up to 7,500 passengers per month between the two cities starting 
July 11.

A statement by the Jalisco state government said that fares would 
start at $899. pesos (US $45) one way.  Flights are an attractive option 
for beach goers: bus transport between the cities costs up to $680. 
pesos ($34) with flagship company Primera Plus, and takes six hours, 
compared to a 45-minute flight.

State Tourism Minister Vanessa Pérez Lamas said Puerto Vallarta has 
plenty to offer to tourists.  “This is great news for tourists because there 
will be a substantial increase in the number of seats and scheduled 
flights so that in under an hour they can enjoy Puerto Vallarta and its 
beautiful beaches, delicious cuisine, in addition to the cultural and 
commercial experiences that the destination has.  

By increasing frequency on the route, we will make it easier for 
travelers … through Aeromar we’re increasing flights to 54 from 
Monday to Sunday on the route Guadalajara-Puerto Vallarta … with 
up to five flights a day,” she said.

Aeromar has a fleet of 10 airplanes and operates 19 national routes 
and three international routes to Havana, Cuba, and McAllen and 
Laredo in Texas.

(Source: mexiconewsdaily.com)

Aeromar adds new flights between 
Puerto Vallarta, Guadalajara
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SHERYL Novak | solutionsmexico.com

Have you ever wondered why 
a one-room condo or apartment 
with a bed, kitchen and living 
area is called a ‘studio’?  I am 
guessing not.  It isn’t one of 
those questions that tend to keep 
one up at night unless you own 
a business in Vallarta that helps 
people furnish their new condo.  
Yes, folks, these are the types of 
things that run through my brain 
at 3 in the morning!

In my infinite quest for 
knowledge, I did a little research 
to save you the tossing and 
turning; here is the answer.

Back in the mid-eighteen 
hundreds, artists began flocking 
to New York City.  These artists 
were from wealthy families who 
wanted to be geographically 
situated in the city’s heart with 
other creative minds.  At this 
time, the need for housing was 
sky-rocketing in Manhattan, 
so a solution was required.  
Inspiration came from Europe, 
with American architects using 
the French flat as the model.

Since the arts were on the rise, 
many occupants would also be 
using their units to work.  Studio 
apartments featured abundant 
natural light from double-height 
windows, making them perfect 
for artists.

Mark Twain, Leonard 
Bernstein, and Marlon Brando 
are a few notables that chose to 
reside and work in a studio.  You 
can still see the building they 
lived in; although it has since 

About studios…
been converted into educational 
facilities, the Carnegie Hall 
Studio Towers still stands today.  

There are certainly upsides to 
owning or living in a studio unit.  
The first and the most obvious 
is the cost savings.  Not only 
is the total cost of the property 
less expensive, but you also save 
on the monthly homeowners 
association fees.  For most 
people, living in a condo that 
looks right out over the ocean 
is not affordable if you require 
a larger living space.  A studio 
unit may provide the solution 
that gives you a spectacular view 
without doubling your purchase 
cost.

It does take a little adjusting to 
live in a smaller space.  Storage 
space is critical since we have 
more belongings than places 
in which to put the items.  We 
can overcome this challenge 
with double-duty furniture such 
as storage sofas and ottomans, 
drawers in a bed base and 

wall shelving.  The key to 
ensuring your studio does not 
feel claustrophobic is to avoid 
over-furnishing it.  Select an 
apartment-size sofa and an 
armless chair.  A glass or clear 
coffee table gives the illusion of 
more space.  Most studio units 
in Vallarta have a balcony so 
instead of interior dining, opt for 
a bistro set outside.  Although 
we all enjoy king-size beds, a 
queen-size bed is a better option 
for a studio since it gives you 
more room for side tables and 
walking space.

For those considering investing 
in a condo in Vallarta, a studio 
unit is a great option if you plan 
to use it for only a few weeks 
each year.  Studio units also make 
for excellent rental properties 
for those looking for a way to 
generate income when they are 
not using the unit themselves.

Although no longer explicitly 
geared for artists, a studio unit, 
furnished correctly, can give you 
a beautiful home in Vallarta.

Furniture can fall apart if you 
do not know which materials last 
in our climate (high humidity, 
termites, salty ocean air, and 
intense UV rays).  We help you 
purchase right the first time, so 
you save money in the long haul.  
Visit us at our Puerto Vallarta 
store: 363A Constitucion just 
off of Basilio Badillo or our 
Bucerias store at Heroes de 
Nacozari 126.  If you are not 
currently in Mexico, email us 
at furniture@solutionsmexico.
com or send a text by WhatsApp 
at 322 136-5156.
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| www.mommyinmexico.wordpress.comLEZA Warkentin
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One of the things that we are in charge of, as parents, is 
the imparting of life lessons to our kids.  You know the ones.  
They fall under a few large umbrellas, such as the following:

- Personal hygiene
- Physical Safety

- Emotional wellness
How to avoid bringing shame to your family

And that’s just to name a few.  My husband is in charge of the 
personal hygiene and physical safety areas, generally, while I 
have a penchant for all things emotional and shame-based.  
This would surprise no one who knows us at all, considering 
our areas of personal strength. 

For example, my husband takes approximately three showers 
a day.  He is the cleanest human being I know.  His hair is long 
and yet not permitted to tangle.  Our children have a running 
joke about his aggressive and frequent tooth-brushing habit.

The man is also in incredibly good physical shape, and grew 
up in Mexico City.  He knows how to teach street smarts to 
our kids.

On the other hand, I have a great deal of experience in 
shaming the family, and thus I know what to avoid.  I don’t 
avoid it, but I consider myself a “learn-by-example” sort of 
parent.  Dancing in H&M, for example, is shameful.  So I do 
that while my kids are trying to find clothing to be buried in 
after dying of embarrassment. 

There are other lessons in life that we teach our children 
on a situational basis.  And we wish we didn’t have to have 
these discussions, but unfortunately, sometimes they are very 
necessary.  I was reminded of this when I stumbled across a 
quote on social media: “If nothing else, some people teach you 
how not to be.”

Man, I wish more than anything that I never had to talk to 
my children about this lesson.  I wish no one hurt them, or let 
them down, or excluded them.  I wish everybody taught their 
children that they were put on this earth to be kind.  But I’m 
a mom, and I can’t spend my precious time on wishes that are 
that unlikely.

As my children grow and enter the world on their own, 
they’ve been treated unfairly, had people show up late or 
not at all and tell them one thing and then do another thing.  
They’ve witnessed the whole “do as I say but not what I do” 
phenomena.  And I bet your kids have too. 

Life Lessons

It makes me sad because they’re so young, and I wish they 
could hold on to the innocence of being a kid.  It would be so 
wonderful if they could go on believing that people all have good 
intentions and friends are friends forever.  But once children 
become adolescents, their deception radar is unbelievably 
sensitive, and they find out quickly that the world isn’t like that.

So we can’t shield them from it.  But we can turn it into a life 
lesson, can’t we?  Because we’re parents, and that’s what we 
do (besides dancing in their favorite clothing stores).  So, when 
someone lets my kids down and they are tempted to believe 
that the world is full of mean people, I tell them this: “Feel 
that feeling right now.  What is it?  Sadness?  Disappointment?  
Heartbreak?  Feel it and promise yourself that you won’t do 
the same to someone else.” 

When I tell them this, first they get a look on their face like 
“here we go again”.  But then they get another look that tells 
me they are taking it in, and writing in on their hearts.  And I 
hope they do, because the world needs people who are both 
street smart and genuinely kind. 

We can bring up a generation of people who think before 
they act and who genuinely consider others.  We can be part 
of a more connected and loving world.  Let’s keep serving 
up those life lessons, so that our kids will be the one to teach 
others how to be.
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AUSTIN (AJ) Freeman
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One of the most common complaints from those who arrive 
on these sunny shores is a feeling of loneliness during certain 
times of year.  “High season” has come and gone, the snowbirds 
have flown the coop, and now you’re just left with the other 
350 thousand full time residents of Vallarta.

Que triste.
Isolating yourself from the general public and then 

complaining about not having enough friends seems like a 
weird way to go through life, but I guess folks have to post 
SOMETHING on social media... it’s the law or something.

You would think after spending somewhere between three 
months and a couple of years in the house just since 2020, but 
some people are content to sit on their couches eating grilled 
cheese sandwiches and hoping to be happy one day.

El puerto que quiero: 
Get your back up off the wall

As many people find too late in life, it’s perfectly acceptable 
to arrive to a venue alone... the movies, a concert, a sporting 
event, a secret bear party advertised heavily all over town... it’s 
harder to NOT make new friends as long as you arrive with the 
appropriate enthusiasm.

It’s not like there’s any shortage of excuses for people to 
come together... there’s always some festival or international 
event coming up this week, and honestly even walking past 
high-human-activity spots such as the sports complex north of 
5 de Deciembre or the Pitillal town square is an outstanding 
way to discover there’s plenty to do in the area.

The population decrease of some dank NASCAR bar in a 
non-residential area for a few months does not qualify as a 
social crisis.  Take agency in your own experiences.  Participate 
in your life.  Sign up for that sip and paint!  Go to that karaoke 
party!  Make it to that movie night!  Do it!  Yeah!

If it turns out that many of the attendees won’t share any 
of your traits except common interest, so much the better!  
We have all had multiple decades to learn from the examples 
provided by the 6th grade dance... distinctly different groups 
separated by little but space and opportunity... but why?

Don’t be just another unremarkable wallflower as the music 
of life plays around you... get out on the floor and stop wasting 
your own time!  A city where everyone brings the party with 
them... that’s the Puerto Vallarta I want.
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Digital Discussions
AUSTIN (AJ) Freeman

Why wait until you retire to choose a life 
on the sparkling Mexican coast?  “Digital 
Discussions” from “Co/Work Life with AJ 
and ZiZi” spotlights the latest generation of 
Vallarta visitors who have seized the opportunity 
to discover the world around them during their 
active earning careers. 

They come from around the world, bringing 
with them fascinating stories and unique insights.  
This week’s featured perspective comes from 
Ash, a data analyst who uses information to 
form unique insights about people.

CoWork/Life: All right, here we go!  
Number one: Why did you choose to come to 
CoWork?  Why are you here? 

Ash: I work remotely, and the thing about 
remote work is it’s cool because I can work 
from anywhere [...] but it gets really lonely just 
working from your apartment every single day.  
No one’s around you, except maybe like your 
roommates.  So what I like about coworking 
spaces is you’re always meeting new people.  
You make friends right here.  It’s given me a 
chance to meet you guys, and some other pretty 
cool people.  It’s nice because it allows remote 
work to have the social aspect.  I work remotely 
as a communications analyst, so it can get boring.  
That’s why I like the fun of the coworking space. 

CoWork/Life: What does a communications 
analyst do, anyway?

Ash: I listen to sales leads, so I listen to people 
that want to buy cars.  There’s an interesting 
part of human psychology, because people don’t 
realize when you’re calling a business and it says 

“this call may be recorded,” you are [definitely] 
being recorded.  You’re also being recorded on 
your hold time, so if you’re like making popcorn 
or yelling at your dog or anything, someone’s 
going to hear it. 

CoWork/Life: Good to know... while we’re 
at it, could you share with us a life hack, a 
book you’ve read, something that’s made 
your life easier and more enjoyable?

Ash: Okay, I’m going to share a life hack that 
I recently learned from a new friend because 
I was telling her I’m a very indecisive person, 
unfortunately, especially with major decisions 
like moving and career changes.  What she 
told me was that whenever you’re faced with a 
decision where you could go one or two ways 
to flip a coin [...] it doesn’t so much matter 
whether it lands on heads [or not], you don’t 
automatically have to putting your two weeks 
notice or whatever.  What matters is how you 
feel [about the result] initially.  Your initial gut 
feeling is what’s supposed to guide you, not 
necessarily what the coin flips to.  If you’re 
disappointed by the outcome, obviously you got 
your gut. 

CoWork/Life: Speaking of outcomes, we 
always like to end it with an open-ended 
question... do you think the Internet is a 
blessing or a curse? 

That’s a great question.  I think it’s a blessing.  
Of course, we all know there are some very deep, 
dark parts of the Internet, but it’s also a wealth 
of information.  You can meet people, you can 
get your education online, you can work online.  
I think [...] about the fact that you can also get 
telehealth and therapy online, you can find 
support systems online and learn things about 
your brain that help you understand yourself 
better.  There’s good and bad in everything.  
Maybe it evens out.  But I think at the end of the 
day it’s still a blessing to have that information 
there. 

This interview first appeared on Episode Three 
of “CoWork/Life with AJ and ZiZi,” available 
now on Spotify and other audio streaming 
sources. It has been edited for clarity and 
condensed for expedient reading.
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| marciavallarta@gmail.comMARCIA Blondin

Marcia Blondin
Can be contacted via email at marciavallarta@gmail.com or Cell 322 159-9675

If you aren’t a ‘Newfie’ (and who 
is?), then you ‘Come From Away’.

The name of this remarkably 
well-done musical could not have 
been titled better or more thought-
provoking.

The quirkiness of the title caused 
a small rumble of memory in my 
head of being a very young girl 
visiting my maternal grandmother 
in New Waterford, Cape Breton 
in Nova Scotia.  That province’s 
island is immediately south of the 
Rock, known as Newfoundland, 
and Nova Scotians too have odd 
speech patterns.

I can count on one hand how 
many Newfoundlanders I have ever 
met in my life.  After seeing this 
film brought to Incanto’s theatre 
thanks to Dennis Crow, I apologize 
to the universe for every Newfie 
joke I repeated with glee; some 
were not even funny.  Like: “The 
world ends at 6 o’clock, six-thirty 
in Newfoundland.”  Ha, ha.  Not.

Come From Away is based on 
the true story of what happened 
when the US closed its airspace on 
September 11 and diverted 7,000 
airborne passengers to Gander, 
Newfoundland; that today barely 
has 11,000 citizens.

And then that unlikely story was 
put to music!

Tears ran down my face for the 
entire two hours, not because it was 
sad or the memories were too hard 
to bear; not at all on both counts.  It 
was two hours filled with kindness.  
Now I have to quickly add that 
Come From Away is NOT a sticky 
sweet, feel-good movie one bit: 
quite the opposite; Newfies LOVE 
their isolation and celebrate the fact 
that everyone else in the world is 
from ‘away’.  Getting 7,000 people 

Voice is back! dumped on them as fast as the 
dozens of aircraft could land wildly 
interrupted their solitary lives.

Come From Away is currently on 
stage in Seattle, Washington, for a 
mere $750. USD per ticket!  The 
only other way to see this musical is 
if you have Apple TV.  And, if you 
have Apple TV, plan a gathering of 
friends to sit over drinks, preferably 
some Newfie Screech, and watch 
this incredible musical together.  
Oh, and invite me, please!  I’ll bring 
kleenex.

Sandra Cesca, local walking tour 
guide, author of two books, fellow 
Scorpio and a dear sweet friend, 
invited me for mango smoothies in 
exchange for repairing some of her 
fave earrings.  She also unloaded a 
bag of jewelry she no longer wants 
and knows I am a happy hoarder of 
such things! 

I saw her again the next day as 
she regularly volunteers at the 
Vallarta Botanical Garden office 
kitty-corner from Freddy’s Tucan 
restaurant.  Besides delivering 
her earrings, I dearly wanted 
to hug Jeremy, the Executive 
Director of our Botanical Garden 
recently returned from giving a 
presentation in Portland, Oregon, 
to the American Public Gardens 
Association.  Our own Garden won 
the 2022 APGA’s highest award.  
Jeremy says the directors of so many 
world-famous gardens attending 
the conference were enthralled with 
our little ‘Garden of Eden’ (thank 
you, Charlene!) and have made fast 
plans to visit us soon.  Inspiring 
prospects on the near horizon.  Stay 
tuned for news!

Last week I got together with a 
friend who now lives full-time in La 
Cruz and whom I have not seen for 
a year or so.  When Brian suggested 
having dinner somewhere in 

Vallarta, where else could I possibly 
go but Il Pesce?  That crowds are not 
wrapped around the block waiting 
to eat at this great resto baffles me!  
Again, the homemade fettucine 
with mushrooms and truffle cream 
was to paraphrase Brian, “Like 
eating God’s earth”.  I will work 
on some other superlatives and will 
make an effort to try some other 
things on the menu!

Opening Night of ‘Margaritas 
con Sabor a Polvora’ was held last 
Saturday in the theatre at Incanto and 
will run July 16, 23 and 30th of July 
at 8 p.m.  In Spanish and directed 
by the brilliant Ramiro Daniel, the 
story tells of four girlfriends getting 
together over margaritas after one 
of their husbands was shot dead.

I don’t pretend for a minute to say 
I understood much of the dialogue, 
with all four actresses offering 
commendable progressively 
drunken slurred speech!  The 
storyline, I THINK, included 
possible political assassination, 
infidelity - of course with one of the 
best girlfriends!, child abuse, career 
exaggerations, different sexual 
orientations, handgun violence, 
and living with nasty menopausal 
symptoms.  All in all, an intriguing, 
super well-acted play that I would 
love to see again when the English 
subtitles are in place, possibly next 
season.  An English production 
might also fly, eh Ramiro?

Scattered all over Vallarta today 
are 20 contestants getting ready, each 
in their own way, for the opening of 
Voice of Vallarta that starts exactly 
seven hours from now.

Some will be visibly shaking with 
nerves.  Clothes will be changed a 
half dozen times until a ‘look’ is 
presented in the mirror that doesn’t 
look awkward or weird.  At least to 
the contestant!  I will finish this late 
tonight!

Voice of Vallarta, Season Five, 
Opening Night: Wow!  One week 
after the final audition, V of V was 

already a show from the opening 
number of all the contestants 
singing Freddie Mercury’s ‘Don’t 
Stop Me Now’.

Returning V of V emcee Juan 
Pablo Hernandez was dazzling as 
always in two languages.  Ten of 
the 20 finalists competed tonight, 
and while they were all good, 
Enel, Vicky and Juan placed third; 
Marina came in second, and rapper 
Mauri won first!

The other five will have an 
opportunity next Sunday to sing 
again, but two contestants will be 
eliminated.  Also, next Sunday, the 
other ten who ‘made the cut’ will 
perform for the first time.

The judges tonight were Reina 
Elizabeth, winner of Season Three 
V of V; Kharla Barragan, director 
of ALAS school of music; Kevin 
Anthony, one of Act II’s great 
entertainers; and Alfonso Lopez, 
Director of Act II.  They all had good 
advice for the contestants, and I am 
so excited to see how the season plays 
out.  It was a hell of a good start!

Coming up:
July 16, Saturday at 7:30, in the 

Piano Bar at Incanto - Welcome 
home, Effie Passero!

July 17, Sunday at 8 p.m. - Voice 
of Vallarta #2 on the Main Stage at 
Act2PV.

July 19, Tuesday at 5 p.m. at 
Incanto’s Theatre: West Side Story.  
This is Steven Spielberg’s filmed 
remake.

July 20, Wednesday at 1 p.m. at 
Qulture: Scrabble!

July 22, Friday at 8 p.m. at Act II 
- Opera, the Show, starring Brenda 
Gaviño.

I made a quick stop at Open Mic 
at Incanto on my way home from 
Voice.  I heard Tracy Parks and Bing 
Young, hugged Tonny K and Kateri 
and rushed home to get this finished.

So that was my week.  Keep 
walking in the light, smile and be 
kind to one another; it’s hot outside, 
From Here.
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July has always been a month of reflection for me.  The 
sequence of holidays always makes me wonder why…  Why 
do the revolutions in the northern hemisphere nearly always 
occurred in the summer, mostly in July?  Was it because it was 
warm or hot?  I know that Canada didn’t have a revolution per 
se, but still…  As we Canucks like to say, our civil war was 
fought in a bar and lasted a little over an hour.

The celebrations of the Fourth of July have left me ambivalent 
over the last few years, but oh so sad this year.  It saddens me 
to see a country every other democracy yearned to emulate 
become what it is today.  I know, I’m not supposed to mention 
anything political, please forgive me, but sometimes I just feel 
that I must… more locally this time.

As you may have read or heard, the new administration of 
our neighboring state of Nayarit, with which we share the 
Bay of Banderas, and that uses Puerto Vallarta’s international 
airport, has decided to eliminate the word Vallarta from all 
its towns and marketing.  No more Nuevo Vallarta, now it’s 
Nuevo Nayarit.

For over two decades, the two states have shared all their 
marketing, jointly.  A result of an initiative by then mayor 
of Puerto Vallarta, Fernando Gonzalez Corona, probably 
the last mayor to donate to the town instead of…  Then this 
new administration fired the excellent, perfectly bilingual 
spokesman who’d been there for years.  In my very personal 
opinion, I consider that to be a mistake.

On the other hand, for years, this alliance caused many 
visitors searching on line for tickets and accommodations in 
Puerto Vallarta to end up in Nuevo Vallarta – which has nothing 
of the charm or history of our town.  Some, staying in one of 
the numerous, all-inclusive American-style hotels, never left 
their hotel, never got to visit us, or experience the real Mexico.  
Some were very disappointed.

The hotels located in Nayarit, along the north shore of the 
bay and all the way to Punta Mita (which will now be called 
Punta Nayarit, why?) still use our airport.  

It takes a half-hour or so to get their guests in.  Otherwise, 
they would have to use the airport in Tepic, the capital of the 
state, which is about two hours away, and is not served by 
international airlines.

I guess only time will tell if the decision was a wise one …
or not.

Back to the celebrations this month.
For me, unlike Canada Day and the Fourth of July, Bastille 

Day, revives a totally different bunch of thoughts and memories.  
I attended a Catholic French lycée for the first eight years of my 
education, primary / elementary school.  Catechism every day 
and La Marseillaise sung on every celebration of importance.  I 
still get goose bumps whenever I hear it.  All good.

Not good: my friend Judith St. Gaudens passed away suddenly 
this week, a lady after my own heart, an animal lover and 
activist.  Over a hundred friends wished her a happy birthday a 
few weeks ago, May 31st. on Facebook.  I think she answered 
every one of them.  Judith and I became friends in person, in 
the “olden days”, before the appearance of Facebook.  Rest in 
peace, wonderful lady, you will be sorely missed by all your 
many loving friends, furries and human alike.

Why have so many of my friends who shared a love of furry 
little ones passed away?  Janice, Gretchen, Marilyn, and now 
Judith… Only heaven knows.  And Billy Joel was right, “That’s 
what I said, Only the good die young.”

My friend and I went to the Vallarta Botanical Garden.  
When there, I always visit the sites where my first two beloved 
Rottweilers were buried.  One of them was the very first pet 
to be so honored, by Curator Bob Price’s late mother, Betty.  
Nowadays, the pet cemetery has grown immensely, along with 
the Garden itself.  And then there’s the food!  Oh my, oh my!  A 
storm hit while we were there.  The hummingbirds don’t seem 
to care.  I really believe they fly between the raindrops.  The 
storm abated just in time for us to drive back to town along what 
I believe to be the most beautiful stretch of road along the bay.

Until next time, stay cool, stay safe and stay well hydrated!  May 
your Mirror always reflect a happy, healthy you. sheis@ymail.com



GIL Gevins

Every Sunday we used to drive 
down to Boca de Tomatlán and hop 
a water taxi to Las Animas beach.  
Road-less and car-less, serene and 
pristine, with its transparent water 
and emerald jungle, Las Animas was 
our own little tropical paradise.  We 
always spent the entire day there: 
swimming, sunning, eating sea food 
and drinking Raicilla.

Actually, no one could spend an 
entire day drinking Raicilla.  I’ve 
seen a few people try and they all 
wound up doing the breaststroke - in 
the sand.  Or getting stuck halfway 
up a palm tree.  The late Bill Reed, 
John Huston’s biographer and 
an expert on all things alcoholic, 
claimed that Raicilla (besides being 
170 proof) contains measurable 
amounts of mescaline.  “This,” 
Bill once told me, “is why the 
consumption of Raicilla often leads 
to temporary insanity.”

“What about terminal drunkenness?”
“Yes,” Bill replied sagely, “that, 

too.”
Las Animas beach was, on that 

particular glorious morning, all but 
deserted.  Spread out among the 
three rustic restaurants were perhaps 
a dozen people.  It was incredibly 
peaceful.  Untouched by the evils 
of electricity, the only sounds were 
the gently lapping surf, and the 
occasional splash of a pelican diving 
for dinner.

Lucy and I were on our third 
shrimp quesadillas and our second 
shots of Raicilla when a small boy 
approached our table carrying a 
baby armadillo.  My wife and I 
are a little nuts where animals are 
concerned.  We love them.  We can’t 
resist them.  Especially babies.

Speaking objectively, armadillos 
are not all that attractive.  Some 
people (republicans, mostly) might 
even say they were ugly.  But for us, 

Tender is 
the armadillo

this spiny, deformed-looking little 
creature was as cute as a kitten.

Roberto, the owner of the 
restaurant, came over while we 
were attempting to “play” with 
the leathery mammal, which had 
rolled itself up into a protective ball.  
“Three new shipments of Raicilla 
just came in,” Roberto informed me.  
“I need my taster.”

Over the years I’d been designated 
the “go-to Raicilla tester” for the 
three restaurants on Las Animas 
Beach.  Whenever new batches were 
brought down from the hills, I’d be 
recruited to do a taste comparison.  
How I acquired this terrible burden 
is a long story.  Suffice it to say, 
when it came to grading Raicilla on 
Las Animas beach, I was the final 
authority.

Roberto escorted me to his rustic 
bar where three five-gallon plastic 
jugs of lethal moonshine were 
sitting on the counter.  “Geez,” I told 
him, “you got enough Raicilla here 
to blow up Wyoming” 

“What’s a Wyoming?” Roberto 
asked.

By the time I’d tested all three 
Raicillas at all three restaurants, I 
was feeling very little pain.  In fact, I 
was feeling awfully good.  Lucy and 
the kid were still fussing over the 
armadillo.  “How much?” I asked.

“Fifty pesos,” the kid said.
Lucy and I looked at each 

other in amazement.  This was an 
extraordinary coincidence.  Fifty 
pesos was exactly what we’d paid for 
TJ, our pet coatimundi, whom we’d 
purchased while sitting in these very 
same chairs!  The coatimundi had 
been a baby, too, at the time.  Now, 
a year later, our tropical raccoon was 
all grown up, with two-inch fangs 
and an omnivorous appetite which 
knew no bounds.

“Sold!” I told the kid.

“Are you sure?” Lucy asked.  
“Here, give me that thing,” I 

said, slipping the kid the money 
and grabbing the bristly ball.  
“Armando!” I cried, giving the 
armored rat a kiss on the nose.  The 
kid, smirking and shaking his head 
at the crazy gringo, scooted off to 
go buy himself five dollars worth of 
Coca Cola.

“What about TJ?” Lucy said.  “Do 
you think he and Armando will get 
along?”

“Of course they’ll get along.  
They’re both wild animals, aren’t 
they?”

(Experts tell us that the ability 
to reason is the first thing to go in 
victims of Raicilla poisoning.)    

A few minutes later we were 
approached by Roberto and an 
attractive young blond in a nearly 
invisible string bikini.  

“You bought that?” Roberto asked, 
indicating Armando.  I nodded with 
paternal pride.  “They make really 
good tacos,” Roberto said, licking 
his lips.

“This is my baby,” I said, clutching 
the bristly brat to my chest.  “No one 
is eating Armando!”

Roberto rolled his eyes.  “You still 
have that coatimundi you bought 
here?”

“Sure do.”
“What about the five-foot iguana?”
“No, we had to let him go.  He kept 

whipping me with his tail.”
“And no problems with the 

coatimundi?”
“Well, the neighbor’s pit bull did 

go after him that one time.  Wound 
up spending a week at the vet’s.”

“The coatimundi?”
“No, the dog.  You know those pit 

bulls, dumber than doo-doo.”
“So what do you think the 

coatimundi is going to do with the 
armadillo?” Roberto asked.

“I don’t know, Roberto.  Play 
mahjong?”

“He’s going to eat him.”
“He better not.  So, who’s your 

friend, Roberto?  I like her bathing 
suit.”

“She wants to know something,” he 
said.  “Maybe you could translate.”

“What,” the blond suddenly 
demanded in English, “are you 
doing with that armadillo?”

“You mean, my boy Armando, 
here?  We’re choosing his college.  
I hear there’s a lot of money in the 
mascot business.  Nice bathing suit,” 
I added. 

Someone, probably my wife, 
emitted a low threatening growl.

“You mean, you’re going to keep it 
as a pet?” she asked.

“Sure, why not?”
“Wild animals should never be 

kept as pets,” she declared.
“Uh-oh,” Lucy said.
“You know,” I told the blond, 

“maybe you’re right.  Who wants 
another mouth to feed?  

And Roberto tells me armadillos 
make delicious tacos.  Do we go 
broiled, or barbecued?  Tough 
choice.” 

The blond began to hyperventilate.  
“You can’t do that!  That’s horrible!”

“Are you with Greensleeves?” I 
asked her.

“Greensleeves?”
“Yeah, you know, that terrorist 

vegetarian group.”
The blond turned to my wife, 

thereby positioning the majority of 
her derriere ten inches from the tip 
of my nose.  The string, I noted, was 
totally lost from view.  

“What’s wrong with him?” the 
outraged woman asked my wife.

Lucy shrugged.
“Armando,” I whispered, “you got 

a flashlight on you?”

Gil Gevins, a forty-year resident 
of Vallarta is the author of six 
hilarious books, two novels and four 
collections of short stories. His best 
known book, PUERTO VALLARTA 
ON 49 BRAIN CELLS A DAY, has 
delighted thousands of readers for 
more than twenty years. His latest: 
101: GIL’S GREATEST HITS, 
contains a hundred (and one) of 
his funniest stories. All of Gil’s 
books are available on Amazon, 
as E-Books or in paperback. If you 
like to laugh, pick one up. You won’t 
regret it.
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President López Obrador on Friday described Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott’s plan to use state security forces to detain illegal 
immigrants as “vulgar” and “immoral”.

Abbott on Thursday issued an executive order “authorizing 
and empowering the Texas National Guard and the Texas 
Department of Public Safety to apprehend illegal immigrants 
who illegally cross the border between ports of entry and return 
them to the border,” according to a press release.

“While President Biden refuses to do his job and enforce the 
immigration laws enacted by Congress, the state of Texas is once 
again stepping up and taking unprecedented action to protect 
Americans and secure our southern border,” the governor said.

López Obrador told reporters at his regular news conference 
that “it is not [Abbott’s] legal responsibility to make that 
decision” but one of the federal government.

“Even though we are respectful of the sovereignty of other 
countries, we see that there are anti-immigrant campaigns for 
electoral purposes.  I consider it immoral, political,” he said. 

AMLO dismisses Texas plan to send back migrants 
as ‘vulgar and immoral’

“… Doing this is very vulgar and it doesn’t have a legal 
foundation because it’s not up to [state authorities],” López 
Obrador said.  “I’m sure that President Biden doesn’t approve … 
and the State Department is already questioning the measure,” 
he said. 

Abbott’s executive order came less than two week after 51 
mainly Mexican migrants perished after being trapped in stifling 
conditions in a tractor-trailer found abandoned in San Antonio, 
Texas.  The Republican governor is vying to win a third term at 
an election against Democratic Party candidate Beto O’Rourke 
in November.

The United States is currently seeing record numbers of 
migrants arriving at its southern border. 

There were 1.7 million encounters between United States 
Customs and Border Protection personnel and migrants in the 
2021 U.S. fiscal year, an increase of 77% compared to 2019. In 
the first seven months of the current fiscal year, encounters were 
up 73% and had already exceeded numbers for the entire 2019 
fiscal year. 

The press release issued by Abbott’s office said “the Biden 
administration’s decision to end Title 42 expulsions [to stop the 
spread of the coronavirus] and the Remain in Mexico policy has 
led to historic levels of illegal crossings, with 5,000 migrants 
being apprehended over the July 4th weekend, creating a border 
crisis that has overrun communities along the border and across 
Texas.”

López Obrador asserted that the executive order Abbott 
believes will help address that crisis won’t win him votes among 
migrants in Texas.

“I don’t believe that the migrants who have … contributed to 
the construction of that great country, … [including] of course 
our compatriots will like this anti-immigrant policy, it’s an 
aberration,” he said. 

(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, Reforma, Bloomberg)
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The Influence of the French in Mexico
It’s Bastille Day!

This Thursday, July 14th, the French around the world will be 
celebrating Bastille Day, the storming of that big fortress that marked 
the start of their revolutionary movement.

It all happened at 3:30 p.m. on this day back in 1789, when a huge, 
bloodthirsty mob marched to the Bastille, searching for gun powder 
and the prisoners that had been taken by the unpopular and detested 
King, Louis XVI.

The Bastille had been prepared for over a week, expecting a mob 
attack, but certainly not a siege; nothing could have prepared the 
defenders for what they faced that now famous day.

The influence of France on world history is undeniable.  It appears 
in the works of many people and nations, and Mexico is no exception. 

The Independence of Mexico
French influence can be clearly established in time, as of the 1810 

War of Independence.  The leader of the movement was the priest of 
the town of Dolores, Miguel Hidago y Costilla, a learned man.  The 
basis of his libertarian principles can be found in the books written 
by philosophers Voltaire and Jean Jacques Rousseau, and in the 
principles of equality, fraternity and liberty engendered by the French 
Revolution.  But all did not end here.  Liberal thinkers of the recently 
acquired independence of Mexico in 1821 carried a patina of French 
ideology in their intellectual heritage.

In the end, the French - who claimed to be enemies of absolutism 
and supporters of liberty, while belonging to a culture that was highly 
influential on all things Mexican - were able to settle in this country 
with great ease, dedicating themselves to commerce, small industry 
and handicrafts. 

The French Intervention (1862 – 1867)
In the second half of the 19th Century, French culture was slowly 

seeping into Mexican society.
The arrival of Maximilian of Hapsburg in Mexico, called Emperor of 

Mexico by the conservatives, imported the European social etiquette 
that Mexico’s conservative high class adopted.

From that time on and until the end of the Porfirian period, men’s 
and women’s fashion was dictated by French fashion.

ANA LUZ Velázquez

The French established themselves in various areas of Mexico 
where they opened restaurants serving French dishes, cheeses, wines, 
liqueurs and pastries.  They also set up bakeries and pastry shops.  To 
this day, you can find croissants and French baguettes, pastries made 
with “crême pâtissière” (crema pastelera), Chantilly cream or Lady 
Fingers.  Furthermore, it is common to find items on menus such as 
compota (from the French compote), mousses, soufflés, etc. 

Blue-Eyed people in the Highlands of Jalisco
Following the withdrawal of the French after the loss they suffered at 

the hands of the Mexican army and the chinacos (a native community 
from the State of Puebla), many French chose to remain on Mexican 
soil, mostly in the States of Michoacán and Jalisco.  And they 
married, resulting in a strange mix.  Everyone knows that men and 
women living in the rancherías and little towns of Jalisco’s Highlands 
(Tepatitlán, Lagos de Moreno, San Juan de los Lagos) are tall and 
blond, with green or blue eyes.

The “Porfiriato” (1876-1911) 
Porfirio Diaz was the Mexican General instrumental in the 5th of 

May or Cinco de Mayo defeat of French troops near Puebla. During 
his dictatorship, called the “porfiriato”, a tendency to imitate European 
styles, especially French ones, took hold among those in high society.  
This applied to everyday customs as well as architectural styles.  
Consequently, at the beginning of the 20th Century, small palaces 
arose in the big cities.

Along some avenues in Mexico City and Guadalajara, we can still 
admire the beauty of great mansions that once belonged to the so-
called “Porfirian nobility”.  Most of them clearly show the French 
influence, with fluted columns, fountains, avenues, sculptures in the 
great symmetrical gardens, stairways and staircases, lamps, marble 
floors.  Many of them were abandoned during the decline of the 
Porfiriate, preserved as monuments to the megalomania of a social 
class.  Most inhabitants of those huge houses chose France as their 
final refuge.

Here in Puerto Vallarta, we suggest you contact La Cigale (tel.: 
322 222-7938) and / or Café des Artistes (tel.: 322 222-3228) to see 
if either of those two excellent French establishments is offering 
something special on the 14th.
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Katia Niño’s hard work in the beer 
industry is finally paying off as she 
heads to Munich this September to 
join close to 100 beer sommeliers 
from around the world at the World 
Championship of Beer Sommeliers.

This will be the first year that 

Puebla woman to compete in World Championship 
of Beer Sommeliers

Mexico will be represented at the 
competition and Niño is excited not 
only to be representing her country but 
all women in beer throughout Mexico.  
While 2019’s winning beer sommelier 
was Elisa Raus, a woman from 
Germany, every other competition 

since the World Cup began in 2009 
has been won by a man.

“I’m so proud to be chosen for 
this first selection, representing 
Puebla and women [in beer],” she 
said in an interview with El Sol 
de Puebla. Niño has her own craft 
beer brewery in Puebla city — 
Cervecería Ángeles de Zaragoza — 
and is a certified beer sommelier, 
meaning she has had to learn all 
there is to know about the process, 
production, and tasting of the 
beverage.

The World Cup championship 
participants have been chosen 
from over 5,000 beer sommeliers 
worldwide, and compete among 
a group that is narrowed down to 
about 100, from different countries.  
The final eight will compete publicly 
in front of a group of expert judges 
and have to prove their knowledge 
of theoretical basics about beer and 
the sharpness of their sensory skills 
in beer tasting.  The final stage of 
the competition will also require a 
little showmanship on stage and the 
winners will have “best presented 
the message of beer culture and its 
diversity,” according to organizers.

Niño hopes that she can put a 
spotlight on Mexican beers during 
her time in Munich, in particular their 
use of endemic ingredients that give 
them unique flavor profiles.  While 
Mexico is not where beer originated, 

the country is one of the top three 
exporters of beer in the world and 
one of the top five consumers.

“Beer is a thousand-year-old 
beverage,” says Niño, “and a lot of the 
time we drink it without understanding 
the weight of its history.”

(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, 
El Sol de Puebla)
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Tickets are available at act2pv.com/shows.
Box office is open 4 to 10 p.m. on show days. 

For more information about these shows, please go to the website at www.act2pv.com/shows.  Also, check out the thousands of 
5-star reviews for “Act2PV” on TripAdvisor, GoogleMyBusiness.com, Facebook and other social media!  For more information, 

or to buy tickets, go to www.act2pv.com. You can also get your ticket at our box office, now open 4 to 10 p.m. on show days.

Join the fun this week
at Vallarta’s #1 Entertainment Venue - Act2PV!

Come and support your favorite 
contestant during this 8-week 
competition! Your vote counts!  This 
week, the second half of this year’s 
contestants (10 singers) will be 
performing!  Tickets are available at 
www.act2pv.com/shows and at the 
box office, open 4:00-10:00 p.m. on 
show days.

Finally, Act2PV has created a place for 
you to connect with friends, old and new!  
On Wednesdays and Fridays during the 
summer, you can enjoy incredible drink 
specials, including a Martini sampler, and 
listen to light music at the same time! In the 
past, the Encore bar was open specifically 
for guests attending shows, but now it will 
be open to the general public.  No cover! 
Happy hour 5:00 - 7:00 p.m., with live 
music starting at 8:00 p.m.. So, if you 
are looking for an inviting space to meet, 
pre- or post-dinner drinks, wine tastings, 
karaoke and more… Encore Live is the 
place to be! And a special bonus – “Sweet 
Treats by Rosie & Me” will be selling their 
cupcakes, cookies and brownies, too!

Beautiful Mexican soprano, Brenda 
Gaviño (and her pianist, Alejandro 
Villareal), will be presenting a special 
classical recital featuring the beautiful 
music of of Puccini, Schubert, Piazzolla, 
Bizet, Lloyd Weber, Händel, Boccelli, 
Brightman and more. Brenda is a favorite 
performer at Act2PV, having starred 
in tributes to Amy Winehart and Linda 
Ronstadt, and starring in Best of Broadway 
and Supreme.  This is a must-see show, 
and tickets are available at www.act2pv.
com/shows and at the box office, open 
4:00-10:00 p.m. on show days

Voice of Vallarta Singing
Competition (2nd week) 

Sundays – 8:00 p.m.

Encore Live! 
Grand Opening, 

Wednesday, July 20, 5 to 10 p.m. Opera Concert
Friday, July 22 – 7:00 p.m. 

(ONE NIGHT ONLY)
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Tickets are available at act2pv.com/shows.
Box office is open 4 to 10 p.m. on show days. 

For more information about these shows, please go to the website at www.act2pv.com/shows.  Also, check out the thousands of 
5-star reviews for “Act2PV” on TripAdvisor, GoogleMyBusiness.com, Facebook and other social media!  For more information, 

or to buy tickets, go to www.act2pv.com. You can also get your ticket at our box office, now open 4 to 10 p.m. on show days.

Showguide (July 15 - 22)
It is very important to always check the website at act2pv.com 

for last-minute changes to the show schedule!

FASCINATING FRIDAY, JULY 15 
9:30 – It’s Raining Men! featuring Act2PV’s super sexy male 
           dancers along with incredible (and sexy)  vocalist, BIGI!  
 
SUPER SATURDAY, JULY 16 
8:00 –Eras Una Telenovela de Amor (It Was a Soap Opera of 
          Love), a delightful musical comedy) featuring Edgar Sánchez, 
          and some very special guests. (Spanish language)

SPECIAL SUNDAY, JULY 17 
7:30 – So Much Soul, featuring Soul-Singer Extraordinaire 
           and Broadway star, Kevin-Anthony!
8:00 – Voice of Vallarta, 5th Season – a singing competition 
            to choose the best voice in Vallarta!   
 
WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY, JULY 20 
7:00 – (FREE SHOW!) Greatest Show on Earth, 
           featuring Act2PV entertainers!

TERRIFIC THURSDAY, JULY 21 
9:30 – Hedda Lettuce, Vallarta’s favorite drag queen 
           starring in “Raunch Dressing” (ONE NIGHT ONLY!) 
 
FUN FRIDAY, JULY 22 
7:00 – (ONE-NIGHT ONLY!) Opera Concert, 
            featuring Mexican Soprano, Brenda Gaviño 
9:30 – It’s Raining Men! featuring Act2PV’s super sexy male 
           dancers along with incredible (and sexy)  vocalist, BIGI!    

About Act2PV 
Act2PV, designated by TripAdvisor as the #1 Entertainment Venue 
in the Banderas Bay and #2 on the list of “Things to Do in Puerto 

Vallarta” features musical cabaret, dance shows and drag shows 
during the summer, as well as Broadway musicals during the winter 

season!  There is something for everyone’s tastes!   Take a moment and 
visit the website at www.act2pv.com/shows to see the current shows.  

Also, check out the 2000+ 5-star reviews on TripAdvisor, 
Google and other social media!  Tickets are available on the website 

or at the box office, open 4 to 10 p.m. on show days. 
 

Coming soon:   
July 28 – Show Mexicana/Danza Folklorico, featuring “Welcome” 

Tequila, All-You-Can-Eat Taco Bar and Show Ticket 
July 29 – Mecano Tribute, starring Eli Estrada and her live band 
July 29 - Draguísimas Tour, a cabaret celebrating La Supermana, 

featuring Miss Bibi (Edgar Sánchez) 

Act2PV ★★★★★ Reviews 
“…Any night of the week is the right night to visit Act2PV…!” 

(TripAdvisor)
 

“Such a fun place to go for shows—great shows, atmosphere, 
& drinks. We’ve been twice now & have plans to go to a few 

more…”.(Google)
 

“What a great venue for cabaret and other events. Very clean 
and an old Hollywood feeling…” (TripAdvisor)

 
“Love the energy of this place. The excitement, the great people 

and the anticipation of what’s coming next!...” (Google)
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July 7, 2022
 

Hello, Hello, Hello!
This was the familiar and anticipated greeting of ACT2PV founder, Danny Mininni, before he sadly, and unexpectedly passed 

away in April.  This loss is huge for ACT2PV, its family of staff and performers, and the theatrical community of Puerto Vallarta.  
Not only is the enthusiastic and visionary leadership of Puerto Vallarta’s “Greatest Showman” gone, but ACT2PV is in need of 
some financial assistance. 

As Danny’s business partners, we are working very hard and are fully committed to keeping Danny’s vision alive!  It is fortunate 
that we have both been involved with Danny in the administration of the theater since its inception, with Oscar continuing on in his 
role as Operations Manager, and Alfonso continuing as Artistic Director managing all the shows, working with the artists and tech 
staff, as well as dealing with budgeting and financial issues.

In addition to our huge array of musical cabaret, drag shows, dance shows and concerts planned for the 2022/2023 season, we 
also have some wonderful Main Stage productions including Mamma Mia!, You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown, Rock of Ages, 
Best of Broadway and Chicago!  We have to pay upfront for the rights to present these shows, there are sets to build, costumes to 
procure, and lots of other expenses involved in opening the next season.  

As you may know, surviving the pandemic was difficult for many businesses around the world.  ACT2PV was no exception.  
We are very thankful, though, that Danny was able to pay off the past-due rent (incurred during the pandemic) shortly before he 
passed away.  Monies that he had set aside to get ACT2PV through the long summer were secured in a safe in Danny’s apartment. 
However, upon Danny’s passing, those funds were confiscated along with all of Danny’s other personal effects.  They are now tied 
up in his estate, to be dealt with by his family and beneficiaries.  While there are internal documents confirming that the funds belong 
to ACT2PV, it could take up to two years for the estate to be settled and for those funds to be returned.

Today, with a committee of dedicated volunteers by our side, we are launching a fundraising campaign, along with many 
sponsorship opportunities, to raise the necessary funds to keep ACT2PV afloat until the high season begins again in November.  
So we are asking you, the friends of ACT2PV, to please make a financial contribution. Any amount that you can donate will help! 
You may donate at www.act2pv.com/donation, via bank transfer, or at our box office. More information about sponsorships and 
donations is shown below.

We are committed to continuing the same level of high-quality entertainment that you’ve come to love at the largest performance 
venue in Puerto Vallarta. And, while we will never again hear Danny welcome us with that familiar “Hello, Hello, Hello,” his spirit 
will live on through the shows that will continue to grace the three stages at ACT2PV.

If you have any questions, or would like more information on how you can help, please call Sharon Gerber at 916-803-4567 or 
send her an email at sharongerber1@gmail.com. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your consideration of support for 
ACT2PV.  With your help,  we promise that the show will go on.

With much gratitude,

Oscar Adrian Cisneros Alfonso López

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE,
Sharon Gerber (Chair), Stephanie Wright Watts, Tom Bernes, Nik & Cate Valcic, Howard & Marsha Ross, Cassandra Shaw, 

Glenn Kacic, Mary Ann Runaldue, Jan Dorland & Rob Burton.

ACT2PV Partners
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ACT2PV Sponsorship Opportunities
2022-2023 Season

PLATINUM SPONSOR - $20,000 USD
CO-STAR SPONSOR - $2,500 USD

ENSEMBLE SPONSOR - $1,000 USD

CREW SPONSOR - $500 USD

PRODUCTION SPONSORS

PRODUCTIONS AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIPS

GRAND SPONSOR - $10,000 USD

STAR SPONSOR - $5,000 USD

FOUR TICKETS to any show (as often as desired)
Choose your seats
VIP Membership  -  Access / Priority Seating
Open Bar (at opening nights only)
Participation in the ribbon-cutting ceremony  & “Special Guest” 
status that night & Open Bar
Special Merchandising Kit
Recognition tile of sponsorship on Act2PV Wall of Famee
Naming one of our stages for the season
Name (or logo) on Act2PV website
Opportunity to be a special judge on Voice of Vallarta competition
Private reception at a spectacular hillside penthouse
For businesses:  A photo or promotional video shown 
on Encore Bar screens before each show
A Special Drink with your name
Participation in the end-of-season awards voting and party
Name (or logo) in each promo video of Act2PV
Invitation to preview dress rehearsals for Chicago, Charlie Brown, 
Mamma Mia! and Rock of Ages
Name (or logo) in Act2PV PlayBill

“ANYDAY” SEASON PASS (Including, but not limited to opening nights)
Name (or logo) on Act2PV Website
Name  (or logo) in “Thankful” video shown before shows
Name (or logo) in Act2PV PlayBill

SEASON PASS (Limited to opening nights only)
Name (or logo) on Act2PV Website
Name (or logo) in “Thankful” video shown before shows
Name (or logo) in Act2PV Playbill

Name (or logo) on Act2PV Website
Name (or logo) in Act2PV Playbill

Two tickets to Opening Night of show sponsored
Choose your seats for Opening Night of show sponsored
Name (or logo) on curtain, flier and banner throughout the 2022/2023 season
Name (or logo) on Act2PV website
Name (or logo) in “Thankful” video
Name (or logo) in Playbill

Chicago, the Musical - $5,000
Mamma Mia! - $2,500
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown - $2,500
Rock of Ages Concert - $3,000

TWO TICKETS to any show (as often as desired)
Choose your seats
VIP Membership  -  Access / Priority Seating
Open Bar (at opening nights only)
Special Merchandising Kit
Recognition tile of sponsorship on Act2PV Wall of Fame
Logo or name on Act2PV website
Opportunity to be a special judge on Voice of Vallarta competition
Private reception at a spectacular hillside penthouse
For businesses:  A photo or promotional video shown 
on Encore Bar screens and in theaters before each show
A Special Drink with your name
Participation in the end-of-season awards voting and party
Name (or logo) in each promo video of Act2PV
Invitation to preview dress rehearsals for Chicago, Charlie Brown, 
Mamma Mia! and Rock of Ages
Name (or logo) in Act2PV PlayBill

TWO TICKETS to any show (as often as desired)
Choose your seats
VIP Membership  -  Access / Priority Seating
Open Bar (at opening nights only)
Recognition tile of sponsorship on Act2PV Wall of Fame
Logo or name on Act2PV website
Private reception at a spectacular hillside penthouse
For businesses:  A photo or promotional video shown 
on Encore Bar screens and in theaters before each show
A Special Drink with your name
Participation in the end-of-season awards voting and party
Name (or logo) “Thankful” video shown before shows
Name (or logo) in Act2PV PlayBill

All of these sponsorship options apply to Season 2022/2023 only!

Donations can be made at www.act2pv.com/donation, 
via bank transfer, or at our box office.
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How to Send a Bank Transfer to Act2PV

Currency - Canadian dollars
Beneficiary Bank:  Northern Mercantile Bank Swift MENOMXMTXXX
Payable to:  Act2PV SA de CV
RFC: 181205S86
ACCT #: 1040707708
CABLE: 07237501040707708  
Intermediary Banks: Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce Toronto, 
Canada, Swift CIBCCATTXXX

Currency:  US dollars
Beneficiary Bank:  Northern Mercantile Bank Swift MENOMXMTXXX
Payable to:  Act2PV SA de CV
RFC: 181205S86
ACCT #: 1040707708
CABLE: 07237501040707708
Intermediary Banks: (payable in US dollars)
JP Morgan Chase Bank, New York, NY Swift CHASUS33XXX  ABA 021000021
Citibank NA, New York, NY Swift  CITIUS33XXX  ABA 021000089
Bank of America, Concord, CA Swift BOFAUS6SXXX  ABA 026009593
Standard Chartered Bank, New York, NY Swift SCBLUS33XXX  ABA 026002561
Wells Fargo Bank, New York, NY Swift PNBPUS33XXX  ABA 026005092

(Mexican Banks only) 
Currency:  Mexican Pesos
Bank: BANORTE 
Name: ACT2PV SA DE CV  
RFC ACT: 181205S86
Account number: 1040707708   
Clabe: 072375010407077088

I can’t be a sponsor at this time, but please accept my donation of 
$___________________.

 
Name:___________________________________ Title:_____________________

Organization:_______________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________

City:______________________________ State:______________  Zip:_________

Phone: (      ) ______________  Fax: (      ) ______________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________

Signature:_________________________________________________________

Visa/MC _____________________________________   Exp Date:____________
 
Check Enclosed:  Yes    No   

TO USE PAYPAL FOR YOUR PAYMENT:  payments@act2pv.com

Act2PV:  Insurgentes 333  Emiliano Zapata
Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco 48373  Mexico
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RN, LCSW | ggbelangerpv@gmail.comGISELLE Belanger

Written by: Giselle Belanger
RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is available for appointments in person, by phone, 
or by skype webcam. Contact info: Mex cell: (322) 138-9552 or US cell: (312) 914-5203

When we “couple up” or choose who to partner with, the 
natural tendency for most people across all cultures and 
ethnicities seems to be with someone from very similar 
backgrounds, beliefs, religions, economic levels, education 
levels, etc.  Partnering or marrying someone who grew up in the 
same neighborhood, went to the same university, or works in the 
same place you do.  We also naturally tend to choose someone 
near to our age and therefore our stage in the life cycle. 

However, this is changing.  More and more people are meeting 
people from all over their own country and the world.  The 
world really has gotten smaller due in a large part to the internet 
connecting us from dating services to business transactions, to 
travel and enticing many of us to move to other countries for 
business or pleasure.  Vallarta is an excellent example of this, 
attracting foreigners to move here from all over the States, 
Canada, Europe, and Central and South America. 

As we venture out of our familiar comfort zone and curiously 
explore the unknown and unfamiliar, we realize there is so 
much that attracts us because it is different.  It’s only logical 
that we then become attracted to people and form intimate 
relationships with people who are very different from us; our 
backgrounds, upbringing, culture, beliefs, approach to life, 
work ethic, etc. 

Have you ever sat and wondered how and why you chose 
the relationship partners you have over the years?  Have the 
answers surprised you?  Have you figured out the lessons?  
Have you grown? 

If you consider how many relationships you’ve been in and 
what age you were when you entered each of them you will 
realize that your experiences varied accordingly.  They most 
probably varied from your friends’ experiences as well.  How 
do we learn and grow in relationships that we chose?

Age and life cycle influence what you look for in a partner and 
what you hope it will look like.  It is most likely that who you 
chose then and who you would choose now are very different.  
Another very important thing to notice that may sound simple 
or obvious, but is very challenging, is that in your late 20’s 
and early 30’s the idea is that you will build a life together, 
whereas in you late 30’s, 40’s and beyond, your life is already 
established and the challenge is how to jump on in the middle 
of someone else’s life path and still maintain yours.  It’s no 
longer about building a life together and sometimes it’s not 
even about combining interests.  Instead, it’s about learning 
how to respect, allow, and encourage each other’s differences. 

Coupling: How and why did 
you choose your partner?

It is very challenging to combine your lives and figure out 
what is important to have or not, in the relationship.  Is it 
okay that he doesn’t want or enjoy getting together with your 
friends, or going to the movies, or out dancing?  Does it matter 
that she doesn’t like sports or won’t watch football with you?  
Figuring out what is important, what you can tolerate, what 
doesn’t matter anymore, is part of the coupling process.  

It is even more difficult to come to terms with something 
different than you might have imagined, realizing that your 
life could or more importantly, should be different than 
you had imagined or hoped for, requires that you let go 
of expectations!!!  Accepting someone different than you 
expected can be frightening and cause a lot of anxiety.  There 
is a risk in rejecting them because you are afraid and there is 
a risk in accepting them because some of your fears may be 
valid.  Oftentimes the answer is “take the risk”.

There is not one answer for everyone or a right and wrong 
decision or way of approaching a relationship.  What is right 
for one is not necessarily right for the other.  Each person’s 
situation, needs, desires, personality, relationship skills, all 
influence what decision they should make and partner they 
should choose.  

Now let’s consider if we choose certain relationships 
because of the lessons we have to learn.  How many times 
do we repeat similar situations until we learn the lessons and 
move on?  Did we meet this person for a reason?  Were they 
sent into our lives as a gift to teach us something or to push us 
in a different direction?  How long are we supposed to be with 
them; sometimes it’s not meant to last a lifetime.  The biggest 
question of all: Are we willing to embrace the opportunities 
and lessons of relationships in order to grow including all 
of the joy and all of the pain, or do we choose to avoid the 
relationships or avoid the lessons they present and continue in 
our old patterns? 
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For questions and comments - 
Cell: 322 116-9645 

| krystal.frost73@hotmail.comKRYSTAL Frost

KRYSTAL Frost

Bio-quantum energy therapy 
stabilizes an individual’s energy 
field and helps return the body 
to homeostasis – natural state 
and immanent ability for self-
regeneration, self-cure, self-healing 
and self-revitalization.  You can 
practice self-healing, share your 
energy and do remote healing.

Really??  Here’s what some folks 
are talking about and practicing...

Method
Bio-Quantum Energy Therapy is 

an alternative and natural method 
to alleviate and/or eliminate all 
kinds of health problems (illness, 
injury, pain, distress).  Therapy 
is performed by the method 
D-BRET (Distance-Bioquantum-
Resonance-Energy-Therapy) to 
renew and stabilize the human 
biofield (energy-information 
matrix of human organism).  
Energetic intervention causes 
very strong therapeutic effects 
in the organism – relieves stress, 
triggers homeostatic processes 
of self-regulation and leads to the 
improvement of health in general

Energy process (therapy) has to 
be repeated for four consecutive 
days and slowly but steadily 
eliminates deformation of the 

Bio-Quantums…?

source frequencies in the energy 
field (the matrix).  With Bioquantum 
Energy Therapy we targeting to 
ELIMINATE THE PRIMARY 
CAUSES OF DISEASES!

The human organism is a 
complex self-healing system 
– capable to heal itself!  The 
energy therapists do not heal – 
the organism itself is the one that 
cures itself.  Therapists are highly 
specialized biofotonic mediators – 
they eliminate energy imbalances 
in the human coherent field and 
activate self-healing homeostatic 
processes in the organism.  The 
body has a unique internal 
mechanism, a natural internal 
intelligence that constantly works 
and regulates the biochemical 
processes and physiological 
functions (breathing, metabolism, 
hormonal balance, drainage of 
toxins…) and therefore keeps the 
balance – homeostasis.

The body is exclusively self-
treatable!  From birth to death 
within an organism operates a self-
regulating system that continuously 
maintains homeostasis – natural 
state and immanent organism’s 
ability for self-regeneration, self-
healing and self-revitalization!

Sometimes, however, the 
body is no longer able to 
independently and automatically 
maintain homeostasis.  At that 
time, it is necessary to assist 
with intervention: with bio-
quantum energy therapy. The 
reason for disturbed homeostasis 
is STRESS (all forms of emotional/
mental and -physical stress). Stress 
and destruction of the natural 
balance of the organism are created 
by: biological factors (hunger, 
thirst, sickness, injury), physical 
factors (chemically processed food 
products, pesticides, herbicides, 
antibiotics etc. contaminated food 
and drinking water, poisoned air, 
miscellaneous electromagnetic 
radiation and electronic smog, 
drugs with their unwanted 
side effects, invasive medical 
procedures, extreme heat or cold, 
naturanvasive medical procedures,  
natural disasters), psychological 
factors (fear, failure, frustration 
…) and social factors (conflicts in 
family, conflicts in relationships, 
harassment in the workplace, 
unemployment, even politics ).

Today we know that the subatomic 
quantum world is the foundation of 
our physical reality and existence. 
Here’s a few renowned thinkers of 
our time with an earful...

Energy is the primary cause of 
all creation – this applies to the 
formation of galaxies, as well as 
the causes of diseases !!!

When we talk about the transfer 
of energy from human to human, 
we have in mind a very definite 
and specific energy … energy as 
omnipresent energy matrix – in 
quantum physics it is called zero 
point energy.  This is the place 
of primordial vibration.  This is 
the vibration energy source (so-
called “active” energy) and 
represents the lowest possible 
energy in quantum-mechanical 
system.  In 1913 the concept was 
proposed by Albert Einstein 
and Otto Stern and represents 
a bridge to understanding 

whence energy therapists induce 
biofotonic plasma.  Energy 
therapists arbitrarily say that this 
energy is informed (inteligent).  
It is Energy-Consciousness.  It is 
Nature itself.

The human organism is 
described as a dissipative structure 
– nonlinear and open system, 
exchanging energy and information 
with the surroundings and is able 
to spontaneously organize itself 
and regenerate.  For the theory 
of dissipative structures, Dr. Ilja 
Romanovič Prigožin won the 
Nobel Prize (in 1977).

The HUMAN COHERENT 
FIELD is an immanent and 
constitutive part of the human 
ORGANISM !!!

Every living organism is 
“composed” of cells, those of 
molecules, molecules from atoms, 
atoms from protons, electrons 
and neutrons, they could have 
from small “particles” – quarks, 
leptons, bosons, and others that 
emit minimal portion of energy – 
quanta.  Quanta on this “invisible” 
level, create a coherent field of an 
organism.  And they all vibrate 
as a certain frequency.  Illness 
appears when the cells are out 
of their optimum frequency, like 
when a car is out of balance, it 
starts to vibrate and rattle… until 
something breaks.

Bio-quantum energy therapy is 
the human heritage and belongs 
to all people, irrespective of their 
nationality, citizenship, color, 
religion, level of education, cultural 
milieu, material and financial well- 

Being.  Yikes… well, making a 
long story shorter, If you meditate, 
pray, trance, visualize… you are 
already creating your energy field 
...now what do you want to fill it 
with? 

It boils down to the opposite 
poles of FEAR or LOVE.
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While some people turn to self-medication to relax, others 
turn to meditation and massage.

Massage is a healthy way to give yourself calmness and 
relaxation without prescription medication or alcohol.  
Massage releases muscle knots, reduces heart rate and blood 
pressure, and relaxes your stress hormone.

Regular massages can increase your body’s number of 
lymphocytes - white blood cells that fight off disease.  Also, it 
can drop the number of cytokines that can cause inflammation.

Massage can increase blood circulation, especially in the 
legs.  Better blood circulation in the legs can relieve chronic 
cold feet and swelling from physical activity.  Blood in our 
legs has to travel against gravity up our legs to our heart and 
other organs, which is why good blood circulation is essential.

For those who suffer from depression and anxiety, a massage 
can help our body release a natural hormone called serotonin, 
also known as one of the happy hormones, into our bodies.

Some people like to work out and exercise.  Besides breaking 
up muscle knots, massage can help make your muscles more 
flexible.  Working with a massage therapist can help you get 
relief from muscle discomfort, improve flexibility, and help 
reduce injury.

LOREN Hayes

Massage, a gift for your body, mind, and soul

An abdominal massage is done in a circular clockwise motion; 
it can improve your digestive system and help constipation.  
You can easily give yourself this massage at home.

My name is Loren.  I have been a massage therapist since 
1998 and have excellent credentials.  I give Swedish and deep 
tissue massages with Reiki and use aroma therapy for clients 
with specific health issues.  My massages are $500. Pesos for 
one hour at Arte Viviente downtown.  Text me on WhatsApp 
at +52 322 167-7570 for an appointment or with any questions 
you may have.
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Harriet Murray
Can be contacted at www.casasandvillas.com

| harriet@casasandvillas.comHARRIET Murray

Resale purchasing 
Buyer makes the offer with the terms and price he wants the 

seller to accept.
The offer has a time limit on how long the offer is valid.
The offer includes conditions which need to be checked 

first before removing contingencies.  These commonly are 
inspection of the property and review of legal documents of the 
existing home or condo.

This period of due diligence is defined typically by when the 
documents requested are received by the buyer side, and the 
appointment for the inspection can be confirmed. 

There is an agreement in the offer in which a third party 
will hold escrow funds of 10% typically.  This payment is 
indicating removal of due diligence concerns, and both parties 
are committed legally to moving forward for the sale to be 
accomplished. 

The buyer applies for a trust, if a foreigner, and funds are paid 
to the notary to start the closing process. 

At closing, 100% in escrow is disbursed among the persons 
performing jobs for seller, and the seller receives the net.  Buyer 
has also paid for closing costs (in Mexican pesos), estimated 
7-9% of the purchase price. 

Funds are disbursed after buyer and seller sign the 
disbursement (consolidate closing statement) document, and 
the notary sends important signed documents to the third party.  
The notary knows in advance what is required for the third 
party to disburse funds, confident that the important documents 
have been executed properly, and buyer and seller agree.  

In this case, when funds are received by the seller, or with 
assurances the proper steps have been taken that seller will receive 
funds timely.  (Bank holidays and weekends can delay funds), the 
buyers receive the keys and have occupancy of the property.  

Pre-construction purchasing
Seller requires a $ reservation to hold a unit for consideration 

to purchase.  The seller requires the buyer to provide personal 
information to enable the seller to write up an offer agreement.

The buyer and seller negotiate a payment plan for the buyer to 
pay directly to the seller as a percentage of the sales price and 
then a payment plan for the time the construction of the project 
is to occur. 

Which to choose? Resale or presale?
Mexican Real Estate - Jalisco & Nayarit

Typically, the seller is offering discounts for buying in pre-
construction and the buyers pay more up front for a bigger 
discount off the retail price.  The seller chooses what he wants 
to use for his asking price, which will be the price from which 
different discounts can be offered.  The payment plan can be 18-
24 month (an estimate) and within this time frame, most funds 
are paid to the seller.

All funds go to the developer or seller account. 
The buyer needs to negotiate an understanding of how long 

she needs for due diligence before signing the purchase contract 
and wiring the first payment of the payout agreement.  

In this case, the due diligence needs to be that the seller, 
developer, builder, and the purchase agreement are checked 
out.  The buyer and her real estate agent should have already 
interviewed a short list of bilingual real estate attorneys of whom 
one will become the advocate for the buyer.  This due diligence 
is for the buyer to know if she wants to take the risk and to go 
forward with the purchase. 

If the buyer agrees with the report from her attorney, she can 
sign the agreement with the seller. 

Once the construction has reached the point the authorities 
agree the building is habitable, the buyers may take occupancy, 
normally by paying all or most of the price to the seller.  Actual 
closing with may be months after occupancy. 

This article is based upon legal opinions, current practices, and 
my personal experiences in the Puerto Vallarta-Bahia de Banderas 
areas.  I recommend that each potential buyer or seller conduct his 
own due diligence and review. 
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(Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

Stan Gabruk
Web page:  www.MasterBaiters.com.mx , 
Local phone and international number: (+52) 
322 209-1128. #MasterBaitersSportfishing on 
Instagram, Facebook: Master Baiter’s Sportfishing 
& Tackle. The trade mark Master Baiter’s ® 
Sportfishing and Tackle is protected under trade 
mark law and is the sole property of Stan Gabruk.

| www.MasterBaiters.com.mxSTAN Gabruk

Here we go again, folks!  It’s been 
a strange and wonderful week, but 
the “norms” these days are anything 
but normal.  Remembering it’s still 
a “La Niña” year with a strange 
mix of hurricanes, strange water 
temperatures and even stranger 
currents, anything is possible.  
Water temperatures are perfect, 
blue water in all the deep water 
fishing grounds and mostly blue in 
the bay.  Plenty of varied bait and 
favorable seas.  With the seasonal 
tropical rains finally kicking in 
gear, we have a beautiful trash line 
and plenty of fish.  Sailfish, Dorado, 
Marlin, Tuna, pick a fish and set 
your sights.  But like always, no 
matter how perfect things seem, we 
know there are always challenges 
in the world of fishing.  Right now, 
if you’re here in Puerto Vallarta and 
you’re not at least on the water for 
a six-hour fishing trip, then you’re 
missing out on short day fishing, 
with long day species results!

For the last week, we’ve had 
plenty of Yellowfin Tuna action 
around Corbeteña, with plenty of 

Bay fishing explodes with 
Sailfish, Dorado and Marlin, 
short days, plenty of action!

Tuna which are mostly in the 30 to 
60-lb range.  The surprise is there 
are days north of “The Rock” with 
Yellowfin Tuna anywhere from 80 
to 200 lbs.!  Sailfish are running 
the area as well with possible Blue 
or Black Marlin running anywhere 
from 250 to 450 lbs.  Dorado are 
also in the area, but they’re mostly 
small with some larger ones to 35 
lbs.  Bait conditions are incredible 
in this area, with Skip Jack Tuna 
spread out in massive bait balls.  
Catching bait alone is an “arm 
burner”.  Blue water and perfect 
conditions are ingredients in a 
perfect day on the water.  FYI, no 
information on El Banco, but who 
knows?  Things could be happening 
there with Marlin and Tuna.  With 
Corbeteña on fire, not many are 
spending the extra fuel money and 
time to get there. 

Now we’ve been talking for 
weeks about how, about five miles 
off the point of Punta Mita, Sailfish 
and Striped Marlin were running 
wild.  But things are changing and 
now the entire area from El Moro 
to north of Sayulita has been a 
fishermen’s playground.  North 
of Sayulita at the reefs Rooster 
fish have been there one day, gone 
the next.  Hard to predict what’s 
happening there.  Find a buoy and 
it’s a Dorado wonderland.  

With plenty of bait including Skip 
Jack Tuna, Google eyes, Flying 
fish, Sardines, Google Eyes and the 
list goes on.  It seems in the area 
from El Moro, dead bait has been 
working well too.  Amazing with 
so much bait, dead bait and lures 
are working when live bait doesn’t.  
Keep that to yourself for now!

And we come to the big story 
for the week, you like how I put 
that?  The Bay! The bay has turned 
into something super strange and 
wonderful.  There is a ridge that 
goes from the Los Arcos area to 
Corbeteña.  When we get these 
strange currents, we see bait ride 
that ridge current straight into the 
bay.  Now it seems that Sailfish, 
Striped Marlin and even a Black 
Marlin at 225 lbs. have been boated 
in the bay this past week.  In fact, 
there are so many Sailfish in the bay 
that my recommendation if targeting 
Sailfish is a six or 8-hour trip in the 
bay.  Eight hours. in the bay?  I 
never make that recommendation, 
but with the level of action and the 
different areas on-fire, the whole 
bay is fertile territory.  

We’re not seeing many Jack 
Crevalle, a winter season indicator 
species, but we have plenty of 
Bonito and Skip Jack Tuna in 
the bay as a very attractive fish 
magnet and great reason to stay 
in the beautiful Bay of Banderas.  
Dorado are all over the bay, but 
the Los Arcos area has been the 
most consistent.  The area in front 
of Nuevo Nayarit (formerly known 
as Nuevo Vallarta, until the recent 
name change), about four miles 
out, Borekin boated a 225-lb Black 
Marlin in the bay!!  

I’ve never seen a Black Marlin 
of this size boated in the bay.  
Magnifico boated two Sailfish and 
several Dorado in a six-hour trip 
the morning I wrote this article.  Put 
the trash line in the mix and you’ve 
got yourself something as close 
to perfect conditions in the bay as 
you’ll ever find.  Quickly, the bite 
is still morning and mid-afternoon.  
Live bait has been working, but if 
not, dead bait and lures that mimic 
Dorado are the secret. 

Until next week, don’t forget to 
kiss your fish! 



Tuesdays – 9:30 a.m. - Free 
Malecon Sculpture Tour – meet at 
the Millennium Sculpture at the 

northern end of the Malecon

Tue., Wed. & Fri. — 1:30 p.m.
Duplicate Bridge Games — 

PV Bridge Club, 
www.vallartabridge.com

- Sundays, 9:30 a.m. - Grace 
Vineyard Vallarta Church - in-

person, at Porto Bello in Marina 
Vallarta.  Non-denominational 

Service led by 
Pastor Mario Santillan

SPCA - To find your perfect 
companion animal rescued 

by the SPCA, 
please contact: 

spcapv@gmail.com

PLEASE leaf through 
this issue for events 

that do not appear here 
...and JOIN US ON 

FACEBOOK!

For a comprehensive list of most 
-if not all- charity groups and 

non-profit organizations in and 
around PV, you may want to 

check out: ww.puertovallarta.
net/fast_facts/non-profit.php
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Emergency
The Historical Naval Museum (right next to Los Arcos Amphitheater) 

may be open.  $45. Pesos.  
Voladores de Papantla usually perform @ 6 p.m. 
on the Malecon in front of La Bodeguita del Medio.

Solution to crossword page 25 Solution to sudoku page 25

CMQ Premiere
Hospiten
Hospital Joya
SanMare
Medasist
C.M.Q.
I.M.S.S.
Regional

322.226.6500
322.226.2081
322.226.1010
322.252.1711
322.223.0444
322.223.0878
322.224.3838
322.224.4000

322.222.0923

322.222.1533

322.209.0622

322.224.8484

322.178.8999 / Emergency: 911

322.178.8800 / 
Emergency: 322.222.1527

322.224.7643

322.293.0099

322.225.0018

322.209.1123

322.223.1516
322.223.2500

322.222.1762

322.223.2500 EXT. 230 / 232

322.293.0098 /

322.225.0000 /

24 HOURS:

AEROTRON

AIR CANADA
AIR TRANSAM
ALASKA
AMERICAN
CONTINENTAL
DELTA
FRONTIER

UNITED

AEROMEXICO

SOUTHWEST
AIR TRANSAT

VOLARIS

SUN COUNTRY

US AIRWAYS

322.226.8440

001 880.719.2827
001 880.900.1431
001 880.252.7522
001 880.904.6000

(SEE UNITED)
001 880.266.0046
001 880.432.1359

001 880.864.8331

880.021.4000

001 880.435.9792
001 882.733-9513

551.102.8000

001 880.924.6184

001 880.428.4322

- Monday to Friday - City 
Walking Tours 9 a.m. & 12 noon 
– Meet 15 minutes early at the 

Tourism office at City Hall by the 
main square.  Social distancing, 
face masks, comfortable clothes 

& antibacterial gel required.  
Saturdays @ 9 a.m.
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Solution on Page 24

The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each row, 
column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box). 

Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits 
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain 
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.

It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they might 
improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental decline 
and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.

Sudoku is a logic-based placement puzzle

Solution on Page 24




